By ERICK SUN 
Staff Writer 


After a two year hiatus 
from any top 10 rankings in 
2009 and 2010, the spring of 
2011 proved to be a season 

| of redemption for the Hop- 
kins men’s lacrosse team. 
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Students enjoyed a night of friendly competition to raise money. 


DSAGA hosts game night 
to support Moveable Feast 


By LAURA MUTH 
For The News-Letter 


Friday night saw Nolan’s 
transformed into a compe- 
tition scene, with students 
playing trivia, participating 
in eating contests and sing- 
ing karaoke. The Diverse 
Sexuality and Gender Al- 
liance (DSAGA) hosted an 
event to fundraise for Move- 


V-DAY AS EXPERIENCED 


XVI 


The Blue Jays pulled off a 
remarkable turnaround 
from their embarrassing 
7-8 record in 2010, the pro- 
gram’s worst since 1990. 
With a host of returning 
starters and a hunger to 
prove to everyone that the 
Jays still belonged among 


able Feast, a non-profit that 
provides meals to individu- 
als bedridden with diseases 
such as HIV/AIDS and dif- 
ferent forms of cancer. 

DSAGA hosted a similar 
event last year and is plan- 
ning to start fundraising for 
charity annually. 

“The social aspect of 
DSAGA is great, but it’s 


j | ness 
| (SHAG) Week kicked off 


See FEAST, pace A4 
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Coming off two scrimmages, men’s lacrosse has Its first game tomorrow against Towson and women’s lax kicks off Saturday at George Mason. 


Lacrosse returns potsed for successful season 


the elite, Head Coach Dave 
Pietramala led his team to 
a 13-3 record in 2011 and 
a seventh place ranking in 
the final Nike/InsideLa- 
crosse Media Poll. 
However, what most fans 
remember is the agonizing 
14-9 loss in the NCAA Tour- 


nament quarterfinal to 
tourney newcomer Den- 
ver. The loss marked the 
third year in a row that 
Hopkins failed to advance 
past the second round 
after consecutive runs to 
championship weekend 
See LACROSSE, pace B10 
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By RACHEL WITKIN 


Managing Editor 


Sorority recruitment 
had its highest turnout to 
date last week, with 238 
women registering and 189 
women receiving invita- 
tions. Only 197 women reg- 


Panhellenic 
sororities, 


number of women that 
each sorority can take, in- 
creased from last year’s 38 
women to 45 women this 
year. According to Direc- 
tor of Student Activities 
and Acting Director of 
Greek Life Rob Turning, 
the only year where the 
quota was higher was in 
2010, when Hopkins only 


SHAG Week promotes healthy lifestyles 


By JUSTIN LI 
News & Features Editor 


Sexual Health Aware- 
and Guidance 


| with a make-it-yourself 


condom-gram and Val- 
entine’s Day card event 
at the Glass Pavilion on 
Monday. The newly cre- 
ated initiative is a week- 
long series of events 
and activities centered 
around raising aware- 
ness of safe sex practices 
in the Hopkins commu- 
nity. 

“We've been wanting to 
do this for a couple years 
now,” Barbara Schubert, 
Associate Director of the 
Center for Health Educa- 
tion and Wellness (CHEW) 
said. 

While CHEW has or- 
ganized many events 
dedicated to raising sexual 
health awareness in the 


past, they had never de- 


voted an entire week to 
discussing and teaching 
about the subject. 

“It'll definitely —in- 
crease [the — students’ 
sexual health] awareness 
and let them maybe think 
about it,” Schubert said. 
“Changing behavior is 
difficult. We have to start 


with the awareness first, 
plant the seed, then go 
from there.” 

The schedule of events 
runs from Monday to 
Friday of this week. 
Tuesday featured the 
delivery of the aforemen- 
tioned condomgrams. 

See SHAG WEEK, pace A4 
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Sorority recruitment 
draws record numbers 


had three sororities. 

“All groups matched 
that [quota] number, which 
is kind of a big deal,” Turn- 
ing, said. 

Turning thinks that the 
increase in recruitment in- 
terest is not just occurring 
at Hopkins, but in schools 


istered last around the 
year. Hop- country as 
kins’s_ four well. Phi 


Mu Recruit- 
ment Chair 


Alpha Phi, ) senior Ali- 
Kappa Kap- live under a rock son Igna- 
pa Gamma, to not know towski _at- 
Phi Mu and ; , tributes the 
Pi Beta Phi [recruitment] ee increase to 
participated happening. Panhellenic 
in the re- — Rob Turning, Director Council. 
cruitment — ofStudent Activities and ans 3 AS 
rocess. i no- 
Deu paling Daren ee Heed about 
to the in- Greek Life rush this 
creased year was 
turnout, that a high- 
the quota, er number 
which is the of potential 


new members signed up 
for recruitment,” she wrote 
in an e-mail to The News- 
Letter. “Given the high 
number of girls rushing, 
it is clear that Greek Life 
is really growing at Hop- 
kins. I think the efforts 
of the Panhellenic Council 
and all the sororities have 
encouraged more girls to 


explore sorority life.” 


Turning also feels that 
numbers have gone up due 
to increased awareness of 
recruitment through Face- 
book and other social me- 
dia. According to him, only 
one girl approached him 
and said that she had not 
heard about recruitment 
prior to the events. 

“You'd have to live un- 
der a rock to not know it 
was happening,” he said. 

After recruitment 

See RUSH, pace A5 


Printing Services department shut down 


By LILY NEWMAN 
Editor-in-Chief 
After more than 50 


years, the Printing Services 
department will close on 
Feb. 24 as a result of ris- 
ing costs. The University 
will rely instead on off-site, 
third party groups for sta- 
tionary, business cards, 
class materials and all oth- 
er print goods. 

The decision was an- 


nounced by Glenn Bieler, 
Vice President for Com- 
munications, earlier this 
month and the print shop, 
which is currently located 
in the Wyman Park Build- 
ing stopped accepting jobs 
on Friday. 

“More and more of that 
work is being done elec- 
tronically these days,” 
Glenn Simmons, Director 
of Printing Services, said. 
“Print and digital media 


are working together. The 
small run printing that 
most universities need is 
being done with digital 
equipment, basically high- 
end digital copiers.” 

When the print shop 
opened in 1954 commu- 
nication technology was 
obviously very different. 
A once reliable business 
model, many institutions 
are now moving away 

See PRINTING, pace A5 
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The most notable inference that politicians make is that 
Iran, if allowed to succeed in the development of a nuclear 
weapons, will use it against Israel. 
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By BEN KUPFERBURG 
For The News-Letter 


Students come back to 
campus during interses- 
sion for different reasons, 
but for freshmen a popular 
incentive participating 
in a one week B’more Pro- 
gram. 

With a record high of 


is 


approximately 200 stu- 
dents this year, the pro- 
gram offers an oppor- 


tunity for each class of 
freshmen to explore Bal- 
timore and help the local 
community in the pro- 
cess. One program, a class 
called in 
Baltimore inspired more 
than an understanding of 
the city, but a new student 
organization: Hopkins 
Helping the Homeless. 

“On the second day of 
classes we took a bus tour 
and saw distressed neigh- 
borhoods, such as East and 
West Baltimore, and, living 
on campus, we did not ex- 
pect to see so many vacant 
and destroyed houses,” 
Maurice Dunn, a freshman 
who helped to found the 
group, said. 

According to the Cen- 
sus Bureau, about one in 
four Baltimore residents 
are living in poverty. The 
Bmore program helped 
Hopkins students see this 
figure come to life, which 
sparked students’ desire to 
make an impact. 

On a trip to Our Daily 
Bread, a soup kitchen in 
Baltimore, Hopkins stu- 
dents had genuine inter- 
actions with Baltimore 
residents. One of the vol- 
unteers who had _ been 
working there for six years 
said she had never seen 
a group of Hopkins stu- 
dents there before. This 
was a major turning point 
for some of the students 
and gave them the idea to 
form a homeless advocacy 
group on campus. 

“Having spoken to some 
of the homeless in Balti- 
more and hearing their 
stories, I realize that we 
as students can help out in 
many more ways than we 
could ever imagine. There 
are sO many opportunities 
for our group to touch the 
lives of others in the pro- 
cess of assistance. I'm so 
grateful that I am able to be 
a part of this amazing pro- 
cess of growth and learn- 


Homelessness 


ing,” freshman Andrea 
Kim said. 
However, the group 


has a long way to go be- 
fore becoming an offi- 
cial presence on campus. 
Dunn and other students 
have been meeting with 
various Hopkins faculty 
to improve the efforts of 
the organization and get 
it officially approved. Stu- 
dents recently met with 
Bill Teifenwerth, Director 
of the Center for Social 
Concern, to learn about 
how they can aid the fight 
against Baltimore’s pov- 
erty problems. 

Currently, there are no 


organizations at Hopkins 
whose sole focus is to deal 
with homelessness in Bal- 
timore; thus, the students 
are taking the initiative to 
create one. Teifenwerth ap- 
proved of the ideas of the 
club and an application to 
become official 
mitted last week. The next 
step is to submit a budget 
and wait for approval. 
Hopkins 

already 
numerous 
student and 
University- 
wide 


was sub- 


has 


ini- 
tiatives 
within the 


I like that we can 
help make an 


impact in the 
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more program inspires new club 


Homewood 
and in Baltimore. 


awareness at 


“Our goal is to have 
a steady weekly 
to soup kitchens and to 
have a 


visit 


fundraiser, most 
likely some sort of party. 
The money will go to the 
funding for the newspa- 
per Word on Street,” 
Dunn said. 

Word on the Street is a 
new publica- 
tion in Balti- 
more 


the 


focus- 
ing On issues 
important to 
the homeless 
population 
of Baltimore, 


Baltimore COMMuniIty that and it will 
commu- we will be living be written 
nity and is © mostly by 
definitely a In, the home- 
large pres- less or for- 
ence in the — CHRISTY SCHNYER, merly home- 
city. lhere FRESHMAN less. The 
are various first issue 
clubs that is slated to 
serve food come out in 


to the homeless, and many 
students have worked with 
homeless populations on 
various days of service, but 
a club dedicated specifical- 
ly to helping the growing 
homeless population and 
to raising awareness does 
not exist yet. 

“Seeing how y it 
was to volunteer, com- 
bined with learning about 
the problems that exist in 
Baltimore and the reasons 
people face homelessness 
inspired basically the en- 
tire class to do somethihg. 
Our awesome instructor, 
Scott Gottbreht, offered to 
be the faculty advisor, and 
it just took off from there,” 
Carrie Resnick, a fresh- 
man, said. 

Currently, the club has 
87 perspective members 
and are seeking more. As 
soon as the organization 
is official, the club and its 
new members will set an 
official meeting time and 
assign leaders of various 
task forces. 

“The best aspect of be- 
ing in this club is being 
able to help build up the 
structure for something 
that I believe will leave a 
lasting legacy not only on 
this campus but in our cit- 
ies,” Kim said. 

The organization plans 
on making weekly visits to 
Our Daily Bread and help- 
ing with voter registration 
for the homeless. Another 
major aspect of this orga- 
nization will be raising 


easy 


COURTESY OF JHU-EDU/INTERSESSION 
The B’more Program helps freshmen students explore the community. 


March. Hopkins students 
will be helping to edit the 
paper, help with publicity 
and plan various fundrais- 
ing events. 

It is atypical for a club 
to start at the beginning of 
the second semester, but 
enthusiasm for this group 
is a testament to the influ- 


ence of the Bmore Pro- 
gram. 
“This organization 


was also formed to break 
from this sense of com- 
placency and_ indiffer- 
ence that college students 
are associated with. Al- 
though this club isn't 
about us, we started it 
thinking that our pas- 
sion to help others would 
change the way others 
viewed our campus and 


By JULES SZANTON 
For Zhe News-Letter 


The fifteenth annual 
session of the Johns Hop- 
kins University Model 
United Nations Confer- 
ence hosted approximately 
1,600 high school students 
at the Renaissance Harbor 
Point Hotel in Baltimore 
from Feb. 9 to 12 for a sim- 
ulation in international af- 
fairs. The conference drew 
participants from through- 
out the United States and 
around the world. 

A total of 156 Hopkins 
students staffed,the entire 
conference, which is sup- 


| ported by a $200,000 bud- 


encourage other students | 


to play an active role in 
our community, even if 
this didn't include our 
initiative,” Kim said. 

Members hope that the 
new role that Hopkins 
Helping the Homeless cre- 
ates also establishes a leg- 
acy, especially for the class 
of 2015. 

“T like that we can help 
make an impact in the 
community that we will 
be living in for the next 
four years of our lives. 
Students should look for- 
ward to being active in 
the Baltimore community 


to help out with this ma- | 


jor problem of homeless- 
ness,” freshman Christy 
Schnyer said. 


889-4157 
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get. The Secretaries-Gener- 
al for this year’s conference 
were seniors Erin Reilly 
and Greg Young, both of 
whom shared the respon- 
sibilities of coordinating 
the conference, a year-long 
administrative feat. 

The conference __ has 
grown rapidly throughout 
its relatively short history; 
this year’s conference was 
the largest ever. The key- 
note speaker of the confer- 
ence was Will Davis, Direc- 
tor of the UN Development 
Program's Washington 
Representation Office since 
December 2011. 

“Ten years ago we were 
operating out of Gilman 
and Bloomberg Hall. Now 
we rent the Renaissance 


| Hotel downtown,” junior 


Daniel Roettger, Special 
Assistant to the Secretar- 
ies-General, said. 

There were 


78 del- 


| egations at the conference 


comprised of the high 
school students. Each of 
the attendees represented 
a country and served on 
committees of varying 
themes, historical periods 
and sizes. Participants 
were able to serve on 
committees of the Gen- 
eral Assembly, which were 


| capped at 150 delegates 


and of the Economic and 
Social Council. Both cen- 
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Students converse in one of JHUMUNC’s many delegations. Nearly 1,600 high school students were present. 


Delegates gather at annual JHUMUN 


tered on myriad economic 
and social issues. Ad- 
ditionally, the students 
served on Joint Crisis Com- 
mittees, in which they de- 
bated controversies such 
as the American Revolu- 
tion and the Russian Civil 
War, Councils, Summits 
and Courts, such as the In- 
ternational Criminal Court 
and the Board of Xe and 
Press Corps. 

More experienced stu- 
dents represented more 
influential countries, 
such as the US, Russia or 
China, and served on de- 
manding committees, like 
the United Nations Se- 
curity Council. Students 
newer to Model UN par- 
ticipated as delegates to 
less influential countries 
and on less rigorous com- 
mittees. = 

Once assigned a coun- 
try to represent, the stu- 
dents researched. that 
country’s interests) and 
positions on specific con- 
flicts prior to the confer- 
ence. While at the con- 
ference, delegates made 
speeches, negotiated with 
other delegates and craft- 
ed resolutions to solve 
conflicts and crises in 
their committee sessions. 

“Being assigned a coun- 
try with positions one 
doesn’t personally share 
can be an_ intellectually 
broadening experience. 
You may not agree with the 
positions of the country 
you have to represent, but 
you have to do the research 
and come up with strong 
positions for that country 
anyway,” junior Richard 
Kumapley, the Undersec- 
retary General for Opera- 
tions, said. 


Hopkins students 
chaired the delegates’ 
committees and as- 


sessed their performances 
throughout the multiple 
committee sessions. Fur- 
thermore, on Friday night, 
Hopkins staffers staged a 
Midnight Crisis for many 


Come on in for 


of the committees. Staffers 
woke the high school del- 
egates at approximately 1 
a.m. in order to attend a 
committee session. Crisis 
staffers created and posed 
international crises to 
each committee, which the 
delegates worked to re- 
solve until approximately 
4:30 a.m. 

While many leading 
national universities host 
Model UN _ conferences, 
Hopkins’ conference is one 
of the 11 largest conferenc- 
es in the nation. 

The staff for JHUMUNC 
is extremely diverse. Col- 
lectively, staffers are pur- 
suing 34 different majors, 
speak 27 different lan- 
guages and have’ resided 
in 29 different nations 
for extended periods of 
time. Additionally, besides 
their involvement in JHU- 
MUNC, staffers are mem- 
bers of more than) 62 cam- 

za 

The Secretariat aspires 
for an even stronger con- 
ference next year. 

“We have the best crop 
of rising seniors in a long 
time. I have full confidence 
we'll be even stronger in 
the future,” Roettger said. 

Kumapley __ participat- 
ed in Model UN in high 
school and worked in op- 
erations for JHUMUNC 
as both a freshman and 
sophomore. This year he 
served as an Undersecre- 
tary General, overseeing 
the logistical planning for 
the conference. 

“IT wanted to give back 
to an organization that was 
very helpful for me,” Ku- 
mapley said. 

Kumapley attended 
high school in Ghana and 
competed in Ghanaian 
Model UN _ conferences 
with approximately 150 
participants. 

“Tm still getting used 
to all the rules and proce- 
dures with our conference, 
which has 1,500,” Kumap- 
ley said. 


TUESDAYS WITH GERTIE _ 
$12 dinner entrees — a dozen to chose from! 
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Wilson Fellow explores screenwriting 


By EVAN BROOKER 
Staff Writer 


As a freshman, Jake 
Appet was ready to hit 
the ground running after 
bring accepted into the 
Woodrow Wilson Fellow- 
ship Research Program. 
Now a senior, Appet is 
a Writing Seminars ma- 
jor interested in script 
writing and is using his 
grant money to produce a 
movie based off a screen- 
play about a high school 
boy’s social experiences, 
a script he has been work- 
ing on for several semes- 
ters. 

Appet: is attempting 
to tell a non-linear story 
that explores the different 
emotions of an introspec- 
tive adolescent who has 
not quite found his place 
in the world and suffers 
from depression. 

The Jersey-born student 
attended a preparatory 
high school in Florida and 
admits that some of the 
situations and characters 
in the movie are based 
off personal  observa- 
tions from his high school 
days. He believes that high 
school is especially tumul- 
tuous and, in turn, worth 
looking at. 

“In high school, we 
don’t really know our- 
selves, but now that we're 
in college we have a better 
idea of the type of people 
we are,” Appet said. 

All of the characters 
are based on stereotypical 
high school figures such as 
‘the bully’ or ‘the jock.’ 

Despite the somber un- 
dertone of the story, it has 
comic relief that is ubiq- 
uitous throughout the 
script. Appet’s objective 
in this project is to use 
the resources available to 
him to convey his work 
through multimedia sto- 
rytelling — an opportu- 
nity he truly appreciates. 
Most undergraduates 
have limited access to 
independent in depth, 
hands on, research. With 
the Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship, Appet can 
explore his passion and 
manifest his work into a 
tangible product. 

“It’s really fortunate I 
can do such an ambitious 
project as an undergrad, 
otherwise I may not have 
had the resources or the 
time necessary to work on 
something like this,” Ap- 
pet said. 

The Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship has the power 
to completely alter the 
trajectory of many under- 

grad’s experience at Home- 
wood. 

“When I applied for the 
grant, I didn’t expect to get 


it” Appet said. “I thought | 
would just work with local 
theatres, but | really want- 
ed to create my own work 
and this was the perfect 
Opportunity for my _ pas- 
sion.” 

While most senior fel- 
lows are putting the finish- 
ing touches on their proj- 
ects, Appet claims to have 
had obstacles throughout 
this process that he says 
impeded him from decid- 
ing on what he wanted his 
end product to be. 

Originally, Appet had 
intended to make a docu- 
mentary on the holocaust 
by inter- 
viewing 


Seminars department, 
believes that sometimes 
Appet is a little too self- 
deprecating, 

“Sometimes he can [be] 
down on himself, but he 
has done a great job. It’s 
not that Jake started his 
project late because of a 
lack of ideas or a lack of 
motivation, but rather 


there was a group of com- | 


peting ideas that he was 
contemplating and it was 
difficult to establish one 
particular direction” Da- 
vies said. 


Various 
concentra- 
tion camp 
survivors. 
However, 
after much 


In high school, we 
don't really know 
ourselves, but 


Appet first — started 
working on this script in 
one of Da- 

vies’ classes. 

Davies has 


been able to 
witness first 
hand Appet’s 
creativity 


negotia- now that we're in _ ferent stages 
tion many of Appet’s 
of the sur- college we have a writing pro- 
vivors and hetter idea of the °°: 


the people 


“It’s been | 


with whom type of people WE _ great to 
he had watch his 
been coor- 4Fe- progress.” 
dinating —JAKE A\PPET, Davies said. 
the project In the 
decided SENIOR WOODROW end, Davies 
against it. believes the 
He had WILSON FELLOW fin. will 
done a lot culminate 
of writing into a very 
and had a enticing and 


passion for 
film and decided on a new 
project. 

“Why don’t I just film 
this [script about the high 
school boy]?” Appet remi- 
nisced. 

This semester Appet 
has been working exclu- 
sively on the actual film- 
ing and producing of the 
movie. Because this story 
has evolved through an 
ongoing writing process, 
Appet doesn’t see the 
conclusion of his under- 
graduate work as simply 
‘finishing a project.’ 

Rather, it’s the ‘realiza- 
tion’ of something he has 
been developing over a 
long period of time. He 
views the filming as just 
another step in the project. 

The Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship has allowed 
Appet to make mistakes, 
change his mind and 
learn about how he works. 
Appet acknowledges that 
he should have perhaps 
had a more focused des- 
tination for his original 
research. 

“Woodrow Wilson Fel- 
lows need to have a con- 
crete objective and com- 
mit. I didn’t find a specific 
project until really late in 
the game,” Appet said. 

However, Appet’s men- 
tor for the project, Tristan 
Davies of the Writing 


oped story. 


“Jake is doing a really | 


ambitious thing. His story 
is really challenging, in- 
teresting, compelling and 
funny,” Davies said. 

The Woodrow Wilson 
Fellowship is a program 
that truly fosters indepen- 
dent creativity. 

Appet’s favorite part 
about the Fellowship is the 
general freedom the stu- 
dents are given. 

“The administration 
gives you a lot of freedom 
to do what you want and 
they trust you,” 
said. 

Appet believes a lack 
of bureaucracy and micro- 
management by the ad- 
ministration is the key to 
innovation. 

“The best way to create 
innovative projects is if 
individuals don’t feel sty- 
mied,” Appet said. 

Next year, after Appet 
graduates, he will move to 
New York and continue to 
write; however, he even- 
tually would like to move 
to Hollywood and try his 
luck as a writer for comedy 
short films. 

The Fellowship — pro- 
gram awards $10,000 to 
select incoming freshmen 
and $7,500 to rising sopho- 
more to pursue indepen- 
dent research. 
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Man 
hospitalized 
after high rise 
kitchen fire 


A kitchen fire on the 
l6th floor of a high rise 
building on the 500 block 
of N Charles St sent a man 
| in serious condition to the 
Hopkins Bayview Medi- 
cal Center. The man whose 
identity remains unavail- 


| able was treated for second 
and third degree burns in 
addition to smoke inhala- 
tion. 

| Four non-occupants, 
who were in a stairwell 
near the incident apart- 
ment unit, were treated 
for smoke inhalation and 
other non-life threatening 
injuries. 

The cause of the fire was 
| determined to be food left 
| unattended at the stove. 
The damage remained con- 
| tained in the kitchen area 
of the single apartment. 


Prestigious 
hospital ship to 
relocate away 
from Baltimore 
port 


The USNS Comfort, a 
former oil tanker converted 
| hospital ship, will be leav- 
ing its current residence at 
the port of Baltimore and 
relocating to Norfolk, Va. 
next March. The move- 
ment of the ship, which has 
resided in the port of Bal- 
timore for nearly 25 years, 
will take with it 18 civilian 
and 59 naval jobs from the 


area. 


City Briefs 


Governor Martin 
O'Malley said Wednesday 
that he would attempt to 
work with congressional 
representatives to keep the 
ship in Baltimore but ad- 
mitted it would be a diffi- 
cult challenge. 
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Southwest 
Baltimore 
neighborhood 
loses gas and 
water utilities - 
due to broken 
line 


Outages of natural gas 
and water to residents of 
a Southwest Baltimore 
neighborhood that  oc- 
curred early Tuesday are 
expected to continue for 
several more days, accord- 
ing to utility operators. A 
statement released by the 
Baltimore Gas and Elec- 
tric Company stated that at 
3:30 a.m. Tuesday, a 4-inch 
gas line was broken while 
work was being done on a 
10-inch water main on the 
300 block of Millington 
Ave. 

An estimated 100 homes 
along Millington Ave lost 
water in addition to a se- 
nior community in the 400 
block of the same street 
and Frederick Elementary 
School. 


Arrested 


A former Baltimore po- 
lice officer who resigned 
after being convicted of as- 
saulting a 13-year-old rela- 
tive in 2008 was arrested 
and charged with sex of- 
fenses and attempted rape 
and assault. Troy Jaquan 
Gee allegedly assaulted a 
young relative in his home 
this past December. The 
37-year-old’s offenses were 
brought to light when the 
alleged victim informed a 
school counselor. 


COURTESY OF BALTIMORE. 
ABOUT.COM 


More trees cut 
down in the 
Inner Harbor 


Recently, 13 trees were 
removed from Light 
Street, near the Harbor- 
place Pavilion, according 
to Baltimore’s department 
of transportation. Trees 
were taken down in or- 
der to make way for the 
expansion of Jones Falls 
Trail. The trail is marked 
by a stream that runs 
from Robert E. Lee Park 
to Baltimore city. The trees 
were claimed to be of bad 
health. In order to make 
up for a loss of trees and 
greenery, 21 new Blood- 


good London plane trees 
were planted along Har- 
borplace. 
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SHAG Week discusses sexual health issues 


SHAG WEEK, From Al 
Approximately 300 con- 
dom-grams were deliv- 
ered. CHEW described the 
student response as very 


enthusiastic. 

“The condom grams 
went really well,” Schubert 
said. ; 

Wednesday evening 


featured a condom infor- 
mation session at Nolan’s. 
Entitled Hump Day, the 
two hour event focused 
on relaying important in- 
formation regarding con- 
dom use. The event was 
sponsored by CHEW, Pre- 
ventative Education and 
Empowerment for Peers, 
Stressbusters and Nolan’s 
at 33rd. 

Tonight’s events will 
feature a talk by sexual- 
ity educator Megan An- 
delloux. Also known as 
Oh Megan, Andelloux 
will be giving a presenta- 
tion entitled “Super Sex 
College Style.” Her talk 
will cover topics such as 
proper condom use and 
how to have safe and en- 
joyable sex. In short, she 
will be talking about “how 
to make sex more fun and 
pleasurable,” according to 
Schubert. 

“She'll be doing demon- 
strations and taking ques- 
tions from the audience,” 
Schubert said. 

Index cards will be 
given out at the event 
upon which students may 
anonymously submit 


questions to Andelloux 
to be answered during 


the presentation. 

“IStudents will be able 
to] learn what's on some- 
one’s mind without feel 
like they’re being singled 
out on that question,” Ala- 
na Biblow, Health Educator 
of the CHEW, said. 

According to CHEW, 
students will also receive 
prizes, such as _ vibrators 
and lubricants, for coming 
to the event. The event will 
be held at Hodson 110 at 7 
p.m. 

Andelloux will 
host her Get Wet seminar 
tomorrow at noon in the 
Great Hall in Levering. The 
seminar will discuss a va- 
riety. of topics “centered on 
reproductive justice and 
sexual freedom. . . from 
contraceptive options and 
LGBTQ issues to pornogra- 
phy and the human body,” 
according to Andelloux’s 
website. 

CHEW will also be 
hosting Sexfest at the 
Glass Pavilion at 1 p.m. 
tomorrow afternoon. The 
event will feature groups 
presenting information 
related to sexual health. 
CHEW will be advertis- 
ing the STI testing servic- 
es of the Health and Well- 
ness Center as well as the 
variety of free products, 
including female  con- 
doms, dental dams and 
lubricant, available at the 
CHEW office. 

“We just want people 
to be safer with their 
sexual practices and in- 
fuse some fun in it as 


also 


; ee 


well,” Schubert said. An 
STI testing kit is avail- 
able for free at the Health 
and Wellness Center; 


however, processing the 
testing samples requires 
a $28 fee, 
Schubert. 

Student that 
will be on hand include 
PEEPS, the Diverse Sexu- 
ality and Gender Alliance, 


according to 


groups 


the Feminine Alliance 
and the Sexual Assault 
Response Unit. Non-stu- 
dent groups will include 
the Counseling Center, 
the Health and Wellness 


Center and CHEW itself. 
Non-affiliated groups will 
include Planned Parent- 
hood. 

In addition to informa- 
tion, cube chocolates will 
be available for students. 

“Sometimes and 
chocolate go together so 
we thought that would be 
fun,” Biblow said. 

SHAG week will con- 
clude with a presentation 
of the film Crazy, Stupid, 
Love by the Hopkins Orga- 
nization for Programming 
(HOP) in Remsen 1 at 8 
p.m as part of their Friday 
Night Films series. 

CHEW hopes to make 
SHAG Week an annual 
event. For future SHAG 


sex 


Weeks, they’Il seek to have | 


events on everyday of the 
week. 

“We didn’t do any- 
thing for Valentine’s Day,” 
Schubert said. “[Next time] 
we'd like to have an event 
everyday.” 


FEAST, rrom Al 
also nice to branch out into 
other areas, like political 
issues and fundraising,” 
DSAGA Events Coordina- 
tor and sophomore Erika 
Rodriguez said. 

DSAGA got involved 
with Moveable Feast after 
some of their members vol- 
unteered for the organiza- 
tion. After working with 
Moveable Feast over inter- 
session, DSAGA Director 
of Administrations Mari- 
ela Pinela recommended 
the group to the rest of the 


| board. 


“Doing alternate winter 
break and working with 
Moveable Feast reminded 


vid 
NOLANS 


ON 33RD 


and host your group sank 
¥sq at Nolan’s Student Lounge! 


Throw a fundraiser bingo contest on Friday night! 
Host a food eating contest to celebrate the weekend! 
Co- “Sponsor Nolan’s Game Night (Ya) Tuesday evening! 
We’ll bring in a DJ to make for a great dance party! 


Nolan’s Student Lounge has undoubtedly hosted some of the best 
student group events on all of campus this year! Last semester, we 
teamed up with nearly fifty different student groups and campus 
departments! Highlight events included Hopkins Hold ‘Em Celebrity 
Poker with RAB & Charles Commons Connections, Coffeehouse Poetry 
Readings with Thoroughfare Magazine, Soul Speak with Sigma Gamma 
Rho Sorority, and Hopkins Idol with the CSSA. Spaces are still available 
to host your group event at Nolan’s Student Lounge! 


Why Nolan’s? Why not? Below is a list of some of the reasons why we 
has been such an attractive venue for student group 


think Nolan’s 


events: 


¢ Convenient, central location on campus. 

¢ Complete A/V capabilities, including but not limited to satellite 
radio and big screen cable television, a projector, buzztime trivia, 
karaoke, wifi internet, and our very own sound system. 

e We will help fund your event. 

e Comfortable seating, a stage, food service, and other amenities that 
not many other venues can claim! We even offer a separate, 
discounted menu for student group events! 


Arguably the best perk of all, we have a team of talented student 
managers that can help you out with the planning and execution of your 


event. 


For more information or to reserve a date, contact 
eras Rosenblum at crosenl5@yhu. (Xo [V 
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By supporting Moveable Feast, DSAGA is helping impaired Baltimoreans receive hot meals at home. 


DSAGA hosts evening event for local charity 


me how important they are 
in the community,” Pinela 
said. 

She explained that she 
reached out to the Center 
for Social Concern, who 
helped put the leaders 
of DSAGA in touch with 
the president of Moveable 


lina Goodman said. “It was 
a really good, comfortable 
atmosphere. Everyone 
there really wanted to par- 
ticipate and really wanted 
to donate.” 

Participants formed 
teams of three to compete 
in trivia, eating pudding 
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“We decided we wanted 
to do something more local 
and relevant this year. We 
had also done some work. 
with the World AIDS AI- 
liance in the past, so that 
also motivated us,” he said. 

Rodriguez and Pinela 
also emphasized the desire 
to give back to the Balti- 
more community in choos- 
ing their charity. Moveable 
Feast is a Baltimore-based 
and focused organization. 

DSAGA recommended 
a five-dollar donation to 
participate, but students 
were allowed to contribute 
more or less. Members said 
they raised more money 
than they anticipated, to- 
taling nearly $322. DSA- 
GA is matching the funds 
raised, so they will donate 
a total of $645. 

According to Moveable 
Feast, approximately five 
dollars can feed a person 
for a day, so the money 
contributed by DSAGA can 
provide roughly 120 days 
of food for one of the orga- 
nization’s beneficiaries. 

This concern for the 
Baltimore community is 
mirrored in DSAGA’s focus 
on building inclusiveness 
in the Hopkins commu- 
nity. 

“There was a good mix 
of members and just ran- 
dom other people [at Fri- 
day’s event],/’ senior Pau- 


could also solicit donations 
by serenading spectators. 

Those with the highest 
points could win prizes . 
such as gift certificates to ~ 
Barnes & Noble and DSA- 
GA t-shirts. 

The basic structure of 
the event was the same as 
the fundraiser last year, 
although some food ad- 
justments were made. Last 
year featured a Chipotle 
burrito-eating contest in 
place of the pudding and 
crackers this year. Every- 
one agreed that the mess 
from food this year was 
much more manageable. 

DSAGA is planning a 
number of other events this 
year, especially in April for 
LGBT awareness. 

“Our goal is really to 
make our members and 
hopefully the entire cam- 
pus feel safe and like they 
can be comfortable with 
who they are, and to pro- 
mote awareness on the 
entire campus,” Salume 
said. 

Some of their future 
projects could include a 
Safe Zone, a program that 
would provide sensitivity 
training regarding LGBT 
issues to resident advisors, 
faculty and staff, bringing 
in speakers and potentially 
getting involved in politi- 
cal campaigns for LGBT 
issues. 
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RUSH, From Al 

ended last Thursday, the 
average size of each soror- 
ity was 146 members, with 
the largest sorority hav- 
ing 170 members and the 
smallest sorority 
121 members. 

“Even though [Pi Beta 
Phi is] the smallest soror- 
ity they’re probably one of 
the largest student org ani- 
zations On campus,’ 
ing said. 

Only seven women 
were not matched with a 
sorority. 


having 


Turn- 


Sophomore Erica 
decided to 


Tan 

join. recruit- 
ment because she wanted 
to become more involved 
with on-campus _activi- 
ties. “I really wanted to 
get involved with Greek 
Life, meet some new peo- 
ple and have some fun,” 
she said. 

The recruitment pro- 
cess, which occurred from 
Feb. 5 to Feb. 9, started 
with an ice water round, 
where every member vis- 
its all four sororities to try 
to meet as many people as 
possible. 

“It was really fun, it 
was definitely a lot differ- 
ent than I thought it would 
be,” freshman Jessica Lee 
said. 

“At first, I thought it 
would be kind of weird 
meeting all these girls at 
the same time. I thought 
it would be super judg- 
mental. It was kind of a 
judging process because 
you can only get to know 
a person so well for the al- 
lotted time, but it was re- 
ally fun to get to know all 
these different girls that 
I wouldn’t know other- 
wise.” 

Recruitment was pre- 
viously four days, but it 
was shortened to three 
days three years ago so 
that the process wouldn’t 
take so long for partici- 
pants. However, it does 
shorten the amount of 
time that sorority sisters 
get to spend with poten- 
tial new members. 

“T would like there to 
be more days for recruit- 
ment,” Panhellenic Presi- 
dent senior Dani Nemzer 
said. “It would be nice for 
the sisters to get to know 
the freshmen over a longer 
period of time.” 

The second night of 
recruitment was theme 
night. Women are allowed 
to go to a maximum of 
three sororities. Theme 
night is followed by pref- 
erence night, where the 
women are able to go toa 
maximum of two sorori- 
ties. 

Throughout the re- 
cruitment process, so- 
rority sisters called Rho 
Gammas, who are unaf- 
filiated until the process 
is over, help the potential 
new members find their 
way around and give 


them advice. Nemzer 
thought that this year’s 
Rho Gammas were very 
effective. 

“The Rho Gammas, 
the girls that help the 
freshmen walk from 
place to place and were 
their mentors, were ex- 
ceptional this year. They 
were really on top of 
their game and the fresh- 
men really reached out to 
them in ways that I don’t 
remember doing to my 
Rho Gamma.” 

On the last night of 
recruitment, the poten- 
tial new members receive 
their bids. This is the sec- 
ond year where all of the 
sororities gave out their 


bids in the same room’ 


instead of in separate 
places, which results in 
a lot of excitement in one 
room. 

“Our retention is bet- 
ter when we do it that 
way than handing it out 


one by one,” Turning 
said. 

Nemzer agrees that 
handing out bids has 


been more exciting in the 
past two years. “All the 
girls open up their bids 
at the same time, so it’s 
really fun, and all the so- 
rorities are cheering,” she 
said “There’s a lot of mu- 
sic and crying and tears 
of joy.” 

Lee also enjoyed Bid 
Night and the suspense 
she felt before finding 
out which sorority she 
got into. “Bid Night was 
so much fun. It was really 
nerve-wracking because 
you're going into this 
room, and every sorority 
is screaming and cheer- 
ing, and they’re going 
crazy in each corner,” she 
said. 

“For me it was nerve- 
wracking because I didn’t 
know which one I was go- 
ing to get a bid for. You're 
excited, but you're ner- 
vous. It was a crazy ex- 
perience; you just want to 
rip open your envelope.” 

Pi Beta Phi President 
junior Natalie Copeland 
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Sororities welcome new members through recruitment Hopkins 


COURTESY OF HOPKINS GREEK LIFE 
In between parties potential new members mingled in levering and sought advice from their Rho Gammas. 


thought that the recruit- 
ment process was a suc- 
cess. “I think it went re- 
ally well,” she said. “We 
have a lot of great new 


girls.” 
Because Pi Beta Phi 
has only been at Hop- 


kins for two years, they 
have not met chapter to- 
tal yet, which is newly 
146 members. This means 
that they are allowed to 
participate in continu- 
ous open bidding (COB), 
which will start on Feb. 
19. 

In the event that any 
Panhellenic sorority is 
not at total (a number 
recalculated each semes- 
ter), the group is allowed 
to participate in COB. 
This is a more informal 
process. 

Even though Pi Beta 
Phi was recently brought 
to Hopkins, the Office of 
Greek Life is considering 
adding a fifth sorority. 

“We're starting to kick 
around the idea. It’s an 
interesting process be- 
cause it’s not a decision 
made just at Hopkins, it 
involves the four national 


headquarters, “Turning 
said. 

“Our statistics are 
starting to show that 


we're kind of bursting 
at the seams. Our un- 
dergraduates really want 
another group because it 
would make their group 
smaller. I’d love to have 
a fifth group going into 
next year but I don’t 
think that’s a realistic 
timeline.” 

In previous years, soror- 
ities have participated in 
frat hopping on the Friday 
night after bids have been 
handed out. However, this 
year Panhellenic decided 
to ban frat hopping due to 
safety concerns and noise 
complaints. 

Instead, each sorority 
had their own activity for 
their new members. Al- 
pha Phi had a date party, 
Kappa Kappa Gamma 
hosted a “Karnival,” Phi 
Mu had their new mem- 
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bers over for dinner, and 
Pi Beta Phi went to bowl 
and karaoke. 

Junior Alpha Phi Vice 
President of Membership 
Recruitment Emma Hou- 
vos thought that this was 
a great way for sisters 


nity Liason Carrie Ben- 


nett, this change made an | 


immense and noticeable 
difference. “For years, 
[frat hopping] has been 
a problem for me,” she 
said. “It causes a lot of 
noise complaints [and] it 
looks bad to our commu- 
nity members.” 

However, last Friday 
there was only one noise 
complaint at Phi Kappa Psi 
that could not be directly 
correlated to sororities. “I 
didn’t see large bands of, 
in this case, sorority girls 
together, singing loudly, 
and moving in mass from 
one address to the next,” 
Bennett said. “For me, it 
was huge.” 

While was 


she 


very 


pleased with how last Fri- | 


day night went, there are 
still possible problems that 
could occur in the future, 
as many of the sororities 
went off-campus for their 
events. 

“I’m fine with the way 
it went, but I had just that 
very limited view. I haven't 


Ad 


closes 
internal 
print shop 


PRINTING, From Al 
from in-house _ printing 
because it is expensive 
and complicated to keep 
up with evolving industry 
standards and trends. 

[o prepare for the tran- 
sition administrators have 
created a list of preferred 
vendors that will have 
Hopkins specific templates 
and instructions. 

The change makes eco- 
nomic sense and some 
students are even relieved 
that their classes now dis- 
tribute things like lab man- 
uals for home printing. 

“J don’t mind printing it 


| out by myself. I don’t think 


to get to been ap- | 
know their proached 
new mem- with any 
bers even It was really discontent 
b etter. fun, it was about what | 
We wel- happened 
comed our definitely a lot or how it 
new mem- : went that 
bers with Gifferent than I eh eee 
a fantastic thought it would 8 ennett 
date party said. “If it 
at the Pratt be. works that 
Street Ale reat for 
House —JESSICA Lee, ae every 
down- FRESHMAN year, then 
town,” she I'm _ great 
wrote in with us 
an e-mail continu- 
to The News-Letter. “Ev- ing it just the way it was. 


eryone had a lot of fun, 
and it was the perfect en- 
vironment for new mem- 
bers to get to know the 
rest of the chapter.” 

For Student/Commu- 


If there are other issue’ on 
somebody else’s end, may- 
be there’s some tweaking 
we can do, but for me, per- 
sonally, it made a huge dif- 
ference.” 


| hardworking people 


YOUR PATH TO 


The Provost’s Undergraduate Research Awards 


it costs $15 to print it out 
on your own,” sophomore 
Marissa Jarosinski said of 
her chemistry lab manual. 
Many students agreed 
that class materials for- 
merly produced and sold 
by Printing Services we 
actually cheaper to print at 
home or even in the library. 

Community members 
were quick to note the 
drawbacks of the new ar- 
rangement, though. 

“This place is terribly 
reluctant to change all 


| across the University. I do 


think people are going to 
miss all the value added,” 
Simmons said. “Conve- 
nience, services, you're no 
longer going to be able to 
deal with University em- 
ployees. They’re very loyal, 


Le, 


there who lost their jobs. 
| It’s very unfortunate.” 


afford Johns Hopkins undergraduates unique 


opportunities to conduct independent research 


As a PURA recipient you can... 


Develop critical research skills 


Work with renowned JHU faculty 


Receive awards up to $2,500 


or receive academic credit 


_ Share your research 
with the Johns Hopkins community 


All full-time Johns Hopkins freshmen, sophomores and 


juniors are eligible to apply (seniors are ineligible). 
Research can be conducted over the summer or fall. 


The Provost's Undergraduate Research Awards 
are made possible by the Hodson Trust. 


For more information go to www.jhu.edu/pura 7 
Questions? Email pura@jhu.edu or call 410-516-8770 
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Explore a different side of campus. 


What we see. 


It’s never too late to get involved at News-Letter. 
We’re always looking for writers, photographers, 
cartoonists, people who have cars, people who 
like driving golf carts, InDesign masters and — 

opinonated peeps. 
E-mail chiefs@jhunewsletter.com 
if this sounds like you or just to say hi. 
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Friday, February 17, 2012, 7PM 
Shriver Hall 
Ble) slabm mele) @larmelaliy—e)) 5, 
CO-SPONSORED BY 
Tickets: $7 ($3 with JHU Student ID) 
$1 5 Dinner+Show (Limited Quantities Availabie) 


For more information, please call 410-516-8730 tor Brogrammmnins 
or email DBHTheatre@gmail.com and the Johns Hopkins Alumni Association 


Celebrate Commemoration Day 


oe Wednesday, February 22nd 
=a Glass Pavillion 12:00-2:00 pm 
és On February 22, 1876, The Johns 
Si, Hopkins University opened with 
me the inauguration of its first 


President, Daniel Coit Gifman. 
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Join us in celebrating the 136th 
anniversary of this historic 


day. 


Wear JHU Attire to recieve: 
r — *Free Jat gur yor tie first 
~ 500 students with a J-Card 
-5 *free cake & Love 
Hopkins” buttons 


Enjoy a Cappella while 
viewing photos from 
years past. 
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Evolution: How to 


What your facebook status says about you 


or some of 
the creation of 
Facebook meant 
another forum to 
use for our digi- 
tal diary. After all, Live- 
journal was so 1995, and 
Twitter doesn’t have nearly 
enough characters to em- 
compass our tumultuous 
emotional states. 

Perhaps Mark Zuck- 
erberg hoped that we 
would make better use 
of the group Facebook 
settings and thus avoid 
sharing the inner depths 
of our soul with all of our 
“Friends.” But most of us 
didn’t. So how do you up- 
date Facebook? Half-heart- 
ed in class? Drunkenly in 
fetal position? After mul- 
tiple drafts and options? 
No matter which way de- 
scribes you, it doesn’t mat- 
ter; we will analyze the hell 
out it anyway. 


us, 


“It turns out freedom 
ain’t nothing but miss- 
ing you, wishing I'd real- 
ized what I had when you 
were mine...” 

Before you think that 
your good friend Judy has 
enrolled in a poetry class, 
do a quick Google search. 
That’s nothing but Taylor 
Swift and an ellipses. 

This girl had a relation- 
ship. That relationship 
didn’t end well. 

There’s something ca- 
thartic about finding a 
Top 20 hit and relating on 
a deep emotional level to 
its lyrics. And even more 
freeing if you put those 
lyrics as your profile sta- 


Christina Warner 
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soul. 


September 16, 2011 at 1 


4lpm «Like «031 


I will pray for the protection of your 


"4 GRE D0 you still remember how to use it? lol 


September 16, 2011 at 1 


43pm via mobile « Like - 31 


GEE Why Christina? Dear God, why would you do 
such a horrible thing? 


September 16, 2011 at 


1:46pm - Like 


WR Wait. U know how to do math? 
Ath, 


bem September 16, 


2011 at 2:44pm - Unlike - 2 


of hung over. I also had 
a pretty great one night 
stand last night. Are you 
jealous of me yet? Well, 
you will be soon. My bes- 
ties are going to put up 
some pics of us from last 


night, betch. 


“Come to the Breezeway 
between 12 and 4 p.m. for 
some free candy and in- 
formation about how you 
can cure every disease 
on every continent in the 
whole world! Did I men- 
tion there will be cup- 
cakes?” 

You met this guy at Play 
Fair. He friended you sev- 


tus. en min® 
You e 6 St ers 
prob. Christina Warner :: ter 

a you le 

h k ict dh 
Lan Se Gnrsuna ee ond bas 
tus is staple 
about. on your 

you, don’t you, don't you? Newsfeed ever since. 

He’s involved in al- 


“Lost my phonee last ni- 
teeee! Don’t text or call 
(unless you have it, then 
let me know plzzz :)” 

Hey guys, if you didn’t 
see me last night then 
you're the only one! I was 
having a great time at 
Maxie’s and then PJ's and 
then some leisurely time 
at CVP. It was pretty wild 
but that’s okay because we 
had a great time, didn't 
we? 

Let’s not hang out un- 
til later because I’m kind 


most every student group 
on campus except a varsi- 
ty sports team. But don’t 
worry, he plays intramu- 
ral. 

There’s no need to read 
Daily Announcement’s 
because his profile links 
to every single event be- 
ing held on campus. He's 
very passionate about Blue 
Jays, saving the world and 
studying in the library. 
He’s already into med 
school. Oh, and he’s only a 
second semester freshman. 


COURTESY OF CHRISTINA WARNER 
What does it say? Well, it says that I'm a humanities student with an unnatural hatred of math (and calculators). 


“BASJDHASLDH. Three 


Red Bulls down. Six 
hours to go.” 
This status was up- 


dated at 3:03 am. Three 
minutes after the offender 
moved from D-level up to 
M-level. 

She’s been in the library 
since her last afternoon 
class and guzzling caf- 
feine since noon. Cafe Q 
refillable coffee cups were 
one of her favorite new ad- 
ditions to the Homewood 
campus this year. 

Some of you may won- 
der why, if you have all this 
work, one would even be 
updating Facebook? Don’t 
even ask. This amount of 
work couldn’t be avoided 
— even though it’s only the 
third week of school. 


“On the plane to Eu- 
rope! If you want to track 
my flight go to http:// 
ihaveaniphone.com!!”" 

This character uses 
Four Square and has his 
Twitter linked to his Face- 
book. He used LinkedIn 
before the Career Center 
even knew it existed. He 
coined the term network- 
ing. And synergy. 


“Underneath and unex- 
plored/ Islands and cit- 
ies I have looked/ here I 
saw/ Something I couldn't 
overlook” 

This person wears a lot 
of Flannel, likes Ameri- 
can Spirits and has really 


big glasses (they help her 
see the fine print in House 
of Leaves). 

You don’t know this 
band but they’re called 
the xx and they’re, like, 
real chill. She likes bands 
who have atypical capital- 
ization and incorrect pe- 
riod use. Like Portugal. the 
man. 


“Tomorrow’s a new day 
and a new door will 
open!” 

He just got rejected from 
every med school that he 
applied to. Including safe- 
ties. 


“Luv my baby boo boo 
<3 Can’t believe it’s only 
been four days!” 

You've been  follow- 
ing this couple since they 
met, since the first time 
they kissed and since they 


finally declared their ro-- 


* mance “Facebook official.” 
That’s because “hunny 
bear” is all up on “baby 
boo boo’s” wall. All of the 
time. 

Love poems? Public. 
Videos of dancing stuffed 
animals? Public. How 
much they love each other? 
Even more public. It gives 
a new meaning to Public 
Displays of Affection. 

So, next time you click 
“update” on that Facebook 
profile of yours, remember 
that I’ll be watching. Along 
with the rest of your 800 
friends. 
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convince the skeplics 


arely have | 
ever encoun- 
tered someone 
in real life who 
genuinely has 
an issue supporting evolu- 
tion as an explanation for 
how and all other life on 
our planet arrived in the 
present day. As the Inter- 
net has reminded me, there 
are people who cannot 
properly understand and 
appretiate evolution. 

To give credit to my high 
school’s science  depart- 
ment, or at least my biology 
teacher, they have done an 
excellent job of teaching 
evolution to the students. 
For the most part, I have 
not come across anyone in 
my classes that displayed a 


dubbed “15 Evolutionary 
Gems” in the journal Na- 
ture put together by Henry 
Gee, Rory Howlett and 
Philip Campbell. Their 
goal back in 2009 was to 
highlight some key exam- 
ples of research supporting 
evolution that had been 
published in Nature over 
the prior decade, intending 
for this particular noodle 
of knowledge to be rapidly 
disseminated. 

I will leave it to you to 
find this particular article on 
your own, especially since 
you don’t need to access it 
through campus _ internet 
(unlike most articles on Na- 
ture). However, | do want 
to highlight a very visual 
example they mention: the 


blatant ig- land-based 
norance or origins of 
stubborn lan Yu whales. 

misunder- Basical- 
standing of ; ; ly, whales 
evolution All Things Science have many 
during my similarities 


high school years. 

Of course, my perspec- 
tive does not include ev- 
eryone who might not have 
done really well academi- 
cally, and it’s not as though 
I regularly discussed evo- 
lution with my more reli- 
gious classmates. 

On the national land- 
scape, it seems that the the- 
ory of evolution has trouble 
penetrating the minds of 
particular individuals and 
demographics, _ especially 
the majority of the presi- 
dential candidates vying for 
the Republican nomination. 
One major stumbling block 
may be a failure to properly 
understand “theory” in the 
scientific context. As impor- 
tant side note if you every 
come acr ; mn 
decries evolution because 
it’s “only a theory,” remind 
them that a scientific theory 
is an explanation of a phe- 
nomena that has been veri- 
fied experimentally — oth- 
erwise it is little more than 
a hypothesis. 

More importantly, you 
should be properly armed 
with useful knowledge 
and tidbits when encoun- 
tering those who cannot 
grasp evolution, whether it 
is grounded in religion or 
a general misunderstand- 
ing of evolution. I recently 
came across a little feature 


to land mammals in that 
they also breathe air and 
suckle their young with 
maternal milk. If you ever 
saw a whale swim, you 
would recognize how they 
flap their tail fins in a verti- 
cal motion rather than hor- 
izontally as fish do. That 
up and down motion par- 
allels the way four-legged 
animals, such as dogs and 
tigers, run on land. Keep 
in mind that the proper 
way to explain this is that 
whales did not come from 
other land animals like 
dogs or tigers, rather they 
descended from a common 
ancestor of whales and 
land animals. 

That common ancestry 
may be the raoellids, a now- , 


e who _ extinct group identified ina ‘ 


2007 Nature study. Raoellids 
do not have the extensive 
whale features found in 
other parts of the whale fos- 
sil record that span millions 
of years, including whale/ 
land-mammals:hybrids, but 
they do fill a critical gap be- 
tween land mammals and 
whale precursors. 

Whales aside, there are 
plenty of examples you 
can rely on to convince 
the skeptics. If you want 
something explained by a 
professional, try searching 
“flightless cormorant” and 
“Richard Dawkins.” 


Twitter blows up with news of Whitney Houston, Jeremy Lin and sorority rush 


This is a weekly column that will feature some of the top posts around the Twitter realm that 
deal with the week’s top stories in sports, politics, pop culture, and all things news. 


R.LP. to one of the greatest pop icons and voices of our generation. 


Simon Cowell « 


If you were wondering why girls were ina frenzy around 
campus all week, running around with a permanent look 
on their face like it were Black Friday, welcome to rush 


SimonCowel 
| am so sad to hear about Whitney. We have lost one of the greatest 
singers of all time. 


?Sh 


So if you have yet to hear of Jeremy Lin, I am guessing 
you have yet to check turn on the televsion, radio or inter- 
net in the past week. With such a great background story, 


it’s almost impossible not to like this guy (even coming 
from a heat fan). The story continues to get better though, 
as Lin has propelled the Knicks to five straight victories 


week; It’s just like the Olympics, but instead of competing 
for gold medals and your country’s honor, you win “the 


cutest little littles ever! 


1” 


Phi Mu Fraternity @?hiMuFratern'ty 
Yum! RT @missashleyn: The best treat for a Phi Mu meeting: pink 
and white and amazing #phimu #pinkwhite 
instagr.am/p/G7LIKhOG1t/ 

+ @ Hide photo 


_ A good start, but will it even be enough to turn things around? 


Lizz Winstead @/izzwinstead 2h 
Aad hte gah a ara at 
form of birth control? 


and has broken some records in the process. But can Lin 
really turn the season around for the Knicks and trans- 
form them into a playoff contender? 


an 


Alex Kennedy © AlexKenned 
“I'm rooting against Jeremy Lin,” said nobody. 


YNBA 


It’s been a tough week for the Obama administration in 
terms of social issues as they tackled this highly contro- 
versial ruling. Regardless of whether you are for the rul- 
ing or against it, two thumbs up to this great tweet that 
knocks Rick Santorum’s fashion sense (or lack thereof). 


_ Wall Street Journal ows. 


Ws 


ea | 


on.wsj.com/wNiQ22 


Ryan Kahn 


Tweets of the Week 


9 Feb 


_ Government officials and five major banks agreed to a $26 billion 
deal to settle probes of alleged foreclosure abuses. 


Happy Valentine’s Day from your second favorite Hogwarts hero, 


Professor Snape © Shane, 
Many Valentine's Day cards seem to be signed, "From: You-Know- 


Who." Why is Voldemort sending out so many Valentines? 
#WorstValentinesGitts 


22h 
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Learning to love or loathe Valentine’s Day, here and abroad 


lhe season of love abounds even from Oxford with BOPs and chocolate 


OW Can you 


tell I'm a 
Hopkins 
transplant at 
Oxford? 


Because on Valentine’s 
Day | was locked in my 
room with Alexander Pope 
reading about a guy who 
cuts a lock of a girl’s hair. 
And the closest I got to any 
action was walking to the 
bathroom at 2 a.m. only to 
hear Room 22 going at it 
with some lucky lady. At 
least someone was enjoy- 
ing themselves. 

And not to knock Alex- 
ander — he was a fine date 
— and the poem I had to 
read was actually really 
good. I may even go so far 
as to like Alexander Pope 
on Facebook. Post-Resto- 
ration Lit nerd? Guilty. But 
in all seriousness, pulling 
an all-nighter to finish an 
essay about vanity in The 
Rape of the Lock isn’t exactly 
an ideal situation on Valen- 
tine’s Day. 

Despite it not being 
ideal, this is the first Val- 
entine’s Day that I actually 
got stuff from people who 
aren’t my mom and dad. 

After coming back from 
the English Faculty Library 
(which is in Siberia), I was 


greeted with a single rose 
placed in front of my door. 
After the heart palpitating 
moment of “what the hell,” 
I started laughing. Mainly 
because I 


weekend.) The intellectual 
powerhouse actually pulls 
major muscle groups. to 
make things fun, Case in 
point, there’s these things 

called BOPs. 


didn’t know a Since the 
who it was Rian Dawson UK doesn’t 
from. But, believe in 
my skills of Greek Life 
deduction to Guest Abroad (and thus 
rival those Frat Par- 
of Sherlock / i ties), BOP: 
Holmes Co umnist ait a Uni 


helped me 

figure it out. At least, as 
of today, I’m 95 percent 
sure it was from one of my 
friends reading English. 
Still awaiting confirmation 
on that one. 

And _ then of my 
neighbors gave me a choco- 
late rose because he bought 
too many. But hey, I’ll take 
it. I mean, it’s chocolate. 
But the piéce de la resis- 
tance was a card I got from 
my sister. It has a Panda 
on it. And sparkles. She 
told me to “nab yourself 
an Eton-born, Cambridge- 
bred boy.” She’s always one 
for irony. 

My 


one 


Valentine’s Day 


might have been medio- 
cre, but that’s not Oxford’s 
fault. (It’s my own for not 
writing the essay over the 


COURTESY OF RIAN DAWSON 


Sid-and Nancy made an appearance at one of Oxford's V-day parties. 


student’s 
excuse for “fancy dress” 
and a night of drunken 
debauchery. Those Meme- 


things that are popular on | 


Facebook, there’s one for 
Oxford that reads “Not 
Sure if Drunk Tramp or 
Student Going to BOP.” 
That’s essentially the goal 
of a BOP. 

My college took it upon 


itself to plan a Valentine’s | 


Day BOP themed, I kid 
you not, “Famous Couples 
Through the Ages.” As 
soon as I read that email, I 
was hit with flashbacks of 
being a tween and watch- 
ing that Drew Barrymore 
movie, Never Been Kissed. 


Now, the BOP isn’t ex- | 


actly my scene, but I have 
this intense pang of regret 
that I didn’t go — I really 
wanted to count the num- 
ber of people dressed up as 
Wills and Kate. My money 
is on there being at least 
five couples with that level 
of originality. 

Valentine’s Day may 
nominally be over, and 
I may have missed my 
chance to go Wills and 
Kate counting, but there 
is a light at the end of the 
tunnel. My sister has as- 
sured me that a Costco- 
sized package of personal- 
ized Valentine’s Day M&M 
candies is on its way to me. 


Too bad she didn’t want | 


to shell out the $50 and 
send it priority so I could 
have had it on the real Val- 
entine’s Day. To remedy 
this, I’m going to pretend 
that day it arrives is Feb. 14. 


The harsh truth about V-Day romance for singles (and couples!) 


othing new 
here, right? 
Bitter — sin- 
gle person 


deplores 
American commercializa- 
tion of relationships 
mask their dismal 
romantic outlook, only to 
march home and 
fully spend the night alone 


to 


own 
cheer- 


in bed, denying any feel- 
ings of inadequacy while 
taking in a couple heartfelt 
dramas and four servings 


ling Brunch cupcakes and 
crush it on the interlocked 
fingers of the nearest pair 


There’s a fine line be- 


tween ambition and mas- 
ochism when it comes to 


of conformists spreading topping Valentine’s Day 
their un- for the 
welcome 7 really im- 
happi- Frank Dawedeit vores 
ness all dates. 
over the ° (This is 
FF. Guest Columnist where 

People the afore- 
in rela- men - 
tionships get the perks, of _ tioned sweethearts have 


course; but don’t they se- 
cretly dread the expense 


an advantage: what better 
way to dodge expectations 


of Ben & than con- 
Jerry’s. veniently 
At least combining 
in high your an- 
school the niversary 
balloons, and V-Day 
big bears endeavors?) 
and _ flow- Passionate, 
ery crap yet suave; 
would bold, but 
unsettle | sensitive; 
the ad- | I ag tender, not 
ministra- | “a wr. “ subdued. 
tion, and . *» These are 
for once A. x : ’ the tar- 
the PDA j } 2 J # get words 
people | “i yy you're look- 
(you know | ee ing for in 
WHO WP YOUN fen eases a a a es the critique 
are) were COURTESY OF WWW.MADSCIENTIST.COM of your 
admittedly Perhaps Hopkins students would find these candy hearts worth buying. night. Or so 
halfway I'm told. 
cute to None 


even the most cynical eye. 

But at JHU, we don't 
even have a nearby Super 
Target for half-price choco- 
late on the 15th. If we aren't 
bumping elbows with our 
main squeeze, we're re- 
duced to mocking those 
who are — through the 
haze of alcohol, self-pity or 
both. 

You have to sympathize 
with the Forever Alone. 
It’s not just our Newsfeeds, 
mired in an onslaught of 
unnecessary optimism 
and gift one-upmanship, 


complete with camera 
phone images. 
The subtle campus- 


wide invasion of good spir- 
its and pink accessories is 
enough to make any date- 
less wretch long to take 
one of those leftover Ster- 


of dinner, the hassle of 
planning? How many of 
us honestly dreamed of 
reenacting senior prom 
this February? 
Constricting clothes, 
expensive food and _ foli- 
age can only curtail the 
primary objective: hot, 
wild, earth-shattering co- 
itus, whether to placate 
society or just because, 


unlike your old maid 
friends, you can. 
Unless you're among 


those with the ever-origi- 
nal idea of starting a rela- 
tionship or marriage en- 
gagement on Feb. 14th, the 
pressure’s on. 

Tread lightly: if you see 
this going somewhere, you 
can’t outdo yourself now 
and hit peak performance 
prematurely. 


of you lone wolves out 
there have to worry about 
bouquets, sexy lingerie or 
missing the latest Linsan- 
ity because your signifi- 
cant other wants to be all 
mainstream. You're wel- 
come. And if that doesn’t 
cheer you up, just remem- 
ber you're eventually going 
to die. 

Couples, do your thing. 
We're happy for you. Re- 
ally. 

Single people must face 
a harsh truth: Whether 
youre a lonely guy for 
whom it has dwindled to 
an excuse for a Wednesday 
hangover or an indepen- 
dent gal who was craving 
a sleepover with fellow 
singles anyway, Valentine’s 
Day cannot — and will not 
— be ignored. 


Confessions of a Lipstick Lesbian 


woke up in my ex’s 

bed one morning 

this week, needing 

to run home and 

change before class. 
As she frantically pushed 
me out of bed, fearing that 
I was going to be late, I 
reassured her: “It’s fine, 
I already know what I’m 
wearing.” 

I care about my clothes, 
a lot. I obsess over every 
last strand of my curly 
brown hair and fixate on 
picking out the perfect pair 
of shoes to compliment one 
of the 30 plus sweaters in 
my closet. 

I love wearing heels and 
short tight dresses, and, 
admittedtly, I have had a 
serious crush on Patrick 
Dempsey from the time 
that my best friend and | 
stayed up all night watch- 
ing all nine episodes of 
the first season of Grey’s 
Anatomy. 

I occassionally stop in 
my tracks when I see a hot 
guy walking down the 
street and struggle to pro- 


like me and is as complete- 
ly addicted to eating and 
shopping and TV watching 
as Iam. 

I will concede that I have 
an all-consuming crush on 
Ellen DeGeneres, but who 
doesn’t really? 

I want love and friend- 
ship and happiness, a re- 
lationship not unlike the 
one that you have always 
dreamed of. I fantasize 
about my wedding and 
picture myself walking 
down the aisle at the New 
York Public Library in a 
Vera Wang poofy ball of 
tulle similiar to that of 
Kate Hudson’s character 
from Bride Wars. 

I have the names of my 
four children all picked 
out, and I can guarantee 
you that they will be clad 
in matching JCrew Crew- 
cuts outfits and haircuts 
rivaling those of Suri 
Cruise. 

People try to place me 
in a box. I meet someone, 
mention a girl that I’m see- 

ing, and all of a sudden she 


duce words sees me 
when there differently. 
is a shite ANONYMOUS | 2m 
less man ; 
ith a six- 5 am stereo- 
wire JHU Confessions typed ana 
my line of I automati- 
sight. cally _ be- 


I am a jap (Jewish- 
American princess); | am 
a girly girl and an appear- 
ance perfectionist. I dress 
like you; I talk like you 
with my annoyingly un- 
mistakable Long Island 
accent and sqeaky high- 
pitched voice when I get 
worked up, and, like you, 
I would love to come home 
at night to someone to love. 
A girl, mind you. A hot 
girl. A feminine girl. A girl 
who dresses like me, talks 


come “different.” 
I understand this need 
to classify, however, be- 


cause I do it to myself. I, 


have tried for years to find 
some way to fit in, find 
some way to find a com- 
mon ground with people 
with whom I have this 
“thing,” this “otherness,” 
in common. I have ques- 
tioned whether or not I was 
actually gay because | felt 
so isolated, so “different,” 
from those who were ap- 


We know you like to 


parently so much like me. 

Im tired of trying to 
identify “gay community,” 
and, in my experience, this 
“gay community” doesn’t 
identify with me either. I 
know that there are people 
for whom this commu- 
nity provides a welcoming 
space and sense of pride 
and togetherness, and, of 
those people, I am truly 
jealous. But my commu- 
nity isn’t a meeting of les- 
bians discussing gender 
stereotypes and feminism; 
my community isn’t gay 
jews discussing what the 
Talmud says about homo- 
sexuality; my community 
is the mob of housewives 
that show up to a sale at 
Bloomingdales (Forty Car- 
rots froyo in hand). 

I don’t feel it neces- 
sary to fit in with a group 
of people who are said 
to share a similiar “iden- 
tity,” because being gay is 
just barely a part of mine. 
That does not mean that I 
am not willing to support 
their advocacy, but, similar 
to everyone else, | am more 
than my sexual orienta- 
tion, and, though I struggle 
to admit it, lam more than 
the way that I dress. 

Being gay just says a 
lot about the partner that 
I’m looking for, and that 
really is such a small part 
of who Iam. 1am the com- 
pany that I keep, | am a 
future neonatal surgeon, 
I am a loving sister and 
I am a defiant daughter. 
I am not a spokesperson 
for Jewish lesbians ev- 
erywhere, and | have ab- 
solutely no desire to be. | 
am me, only me, and yes, | 
do still care greatly about 
how you see me, but may- 
be just a little bit less than 
I did yesterday. 


procrastinate. 


Let us help you. 


Calling all Thought Catalogue-addicts, 
Gawker readers and reddit lovers. 


We want to hear your sass. And print it. 


eae 


E-mail hiphop@jhunewsletter.com to _ 
join the fun. It’s even better than that — 

time President Daniel's gave out 
- doughnuts during finals. We promise. 
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Maryland should endorse equality watch out for 
misleading 


The campaign for marriage equal- 
ity in Maryland won an important 
victory on Tuesday when a joint 
panel of the Maryland legislature 
approved a bill that would legal- 
ize Same-sex marriage in the state. 
Governor O’Malley’s bill, if passed 
in the full House and Senate, will 
make Maryland the eighth state to 
legalize gay marriage. 

This page applauds Governor 
O’Malley for his efforts in spear- 
heading this long-overdue bill and 
urges the Maryland General Assem- 
bly to pass it without delay. 

For the first time in the fight for 
marriage equality, a majority of 
Marylanders support this legisla- 
tion, while about 44 percent op- 
pose it. Echoing national sentiment, 
Maryland residents have realized 
that prohibiting same-sex couples 
from marrying is antiquated and 
ought to be overturned. Their em- 
brace of marriage equality is both 
well-founded and practical 

This page holds strongly that 
two people who wish to marry 
should be allowed to marry, re- 
gardless of their sexual preference. 
It is nobody’s business to withhold 
from them this necessary right 


and to continue to do so is only 
deleterious to society. Allowing 
same-sex couples to marry will af- 
ford them the many benefits that 
marriage now brings to heterosex- 
ual couples, such as hospital visi- 
tation, taxation and inheritance 
rights, as well as access to family 
health coverage. 


itd . | 
In addition, same-sex marriage 


will bring to the state of Maryland 
and the city of Baltimore much need- 
ed financial relief. Because marriage 
license sales and income taxes will 
increase with an increase in newly 
married couples, so too will the 
economy benefits. 

In Maryland, it is estimated that 
extending rights to same-sex couples 
will bring upwards of $3 million a 
year. With Maryland’s budget short- 
fall hovering around $1 billion and 
Baltimore’s exceeding $100 million, 
legalizing gay marriage is an oppor- 
tunity for economic gain that ought 
not be passed up. 

As a legislative body elected to 
serve the state of Maryland, the Gen- 
eral Assembly must act to ensure 
that the demands of its constituents 
are met. Maryland has spoken. It’s 
time for the elected officials to listen. 


The benefits of adopting a cause 


. In last week’s issue, The News- 
Letter ran an article, titled “Univ. de- 
clines to support wind energy bill,” 
detailing Hopkins students’ efforts 
to get President Daniels to sign a let- 
ter to Baltimore City Senator Cath- 
erine Pugh in support of the Mary- 
land Offshore Wind Energy Act of 
2012. The bill, if passed, would in- 
stall 80 to 200 wind turbines off the 
coast of Ocean City, creating 400 to 
600 megawatts of energy. This page 
supports these students’ actions and 
this act. 

_ Though it would increase the cost 
of energy bills, it would also gener- 
ate enough energy to supply power 
for 95 percent of homes on the East- 
ern Shore. Construction of offshore 
wind energy would also create jobs, 

which would boost the Maryland 
economy. Most importantly, results 
of the bill would greatly reduce 
carbon dioxide emissions, which 
would improve local air quality and 
contribute to better practices in the 
fight to slow global warming. We 
feel that the benefits of this bill far 
outweigh the costs. 

In terms of the students who have 
been supporting this bill on the Hop- 
kins campus, we would like to com- 
mend members of Students for En- 
vironmental Action and Maryland 
Student Climate Coalition, for con- 
tinuing to gather student petitions, 
even after President Daniels stated 


that he would not write the letter, 
due to a lack of agreement on the 
subject within the University. Addi- 
tionally, the students will attend the 
Offshore Wind Rally in Annapolis 
next Wednesday to show their sup- 
port for the bill. 

While there are many other activ- 
ist student groups on campus, we 
would encourage even more Hop- 
kins students to rally around causes 
they believe merit their support. 
Though prioritizing school is obvi- 
ously necessary during college, stu- 
dents should not forget that topics 
worthy of their attention exist out- 
side campus as well. 

The President of St. Mary’s Col- 
lege of Maryland has outwardly 
shown his support for the wind en- 
ergy bill, and, according to a Face- 
book page for the event, all classes 
except for labs are cancelled at St. 
Mary’s on the day of the rally, al- 
lowing many more students to at- 
tend. Those this disruption may 
be extreme, it is a good example 
of how communities can become 
collectively involved in discussing 
important topics. Hopkins students 
would probably object before pro- 
fessors had a chance if school were 
cancelled for such an event, but the 


idea of community engagement is — 
all the more important to keep in © 


mind here because it is not always 
a top priority. 


THE JoHNs Hopkins News-Letrrer 


| written, 


| searched, 


FEBRUARY 16, 2012 


Letter 


and Joni Sliger. Even 
though the neutrality 
of the administration’s 
stance is explained in 
the article, the headline 
of an article can be the 
most important aspect 
of informing the pub- 
lic. For political and 
controversial subject 
matter such as this, the 
implication of opposi- 
tion to the bill can be 
harmful to its success. 


port Wind Energy Bill” 
implies that the admin- 
istration decided to op- 
pose the bill, while in 
reality they declined to 
take a position of either 
support or opposition. 
As a member of SEA 
(Students for Environ- 
mental Action) I have 
confirmation of this de- 


headlines 


Thank you for pub- 
lishing the article about 
the upcoming Wind 
Energy Bill. Although 
the article is very well- 
cision from two of our 
members who met with 
the Chief of Staff re- 
garding this important 
issue, Julia Bradshaw 


informative, 
thoroughly _ re- 
the title is 
misleading. “Univer- 
sity Declines to Sup- 


and 


—Emily Nink 


if 
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By JOSH PARK 


onsider this for the 
plot setup of a Hol- 
lyweod thriller: 
virologists 

genetically engineer 
and mutate a Biosafety-Level 3 
virus, rendering it dangerous 
enough to rapidly infect and 
prove the mortality of a fraction 
of the world’s population. 


Leading 


Perhaps you're saying you've 
heard this one before, but I’m 
not referring to Danny Boyle’s 
28 Days Later nor Stephen King’s 
lhe Stand; \'m referring to a clear 
and present threat affecting all of 
us today. 

Last November, Ron Fouchier 
and his team at Erasmus Univer- 
sity in Rotterdam, Holland, engi- 
neered a new, mutant strain of le- 
thal HPAI A (H5N1) — commonly 
known as “bird flu” — and in- 
tended to disseminate the details 
of the research. By all indications, 
this mutated strain is as conta- 
gious among humans as the com- 
mon flu in that coughs and sneez- 
es would be sufficient mediums 
for transmission from one carrier 
to a reservoir of potential hosts. 

To make matters bleaker than 
they already are, a look at the 
mortality rate of this virulent 
strain is simply frightening. As 
reported by the World Health Or- 
ganization, records indicate that 
345 of the 584 H5N1-contracted 
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Death by suicide: HSNI research raises question of censorship 


human victims have died; do the 
math and that yields a chilling 
fatality rate close to 60%. To put 
things in perspective, the 1918 
influenza pandemic, one of the 
deadliest natural disasters in hu- 
man_ history, exhibited 
a comparatively meager 
2.5% mortality rate. The 
sole reason why H5N1 
found in nature hasn‘t 
become a pandemic 
killer comparable to this 
1918 influenza is because 
prior to Fouchier’s §re- 
search, H5N1 had been 
genetically incapable of 
human-to-human _trans- 
mission, and despite its 
high mutation rate typi- 
cal of RNA viruses, it had 
yet to evolve and find the 
necessary mutations to 
become “airborne.” Fol- 
lowing Fouchier’s dis- 
covery, however, this all 
changed. 

This raises the ques- 
tion: how will the re- 
search's findings be har- 
nessed to benefit public 
health as well as future 
research in influenza, 


widespread dissemination. Offi- 
cials of NSABB and fellow propo- 
nents of this “censorship” based 
their argument on the dangers as- 
sociated with nefarious uses of the 
research findings, given that de- 


when the finding itself is 
a threat to humanity? Ac- 
cording to the National 
Science Advisory Board for Bios- 
ecurity (NSABB), it’s a threat all 
too great to overlook. The board 
has since halted its publication for 


tails could become a “recipe” for 
biological weapons desired by ter- 
rorists, belligerent states, or rogue 
actors. Moreover, biosecurity ex- 


Time to give the Iran issue a closer look 


By STEFAN KAY 


he Iran issue appears 
destined to take a 
particularly troubling 
route. After President 
Obama and EU poli- 
cymakers labeled their negotia- 
tions “unyielding,” the interna- 
tional community, backed by the 
_UN, adopted a series of harsh 
~ sanctions aimed at dilapidating 
the Islamic Republic. It is dif- 
ficult to excoriate the relentless 
_attempts of certain politicians 
to.prevent Iran from getting a 
nuclear weapon. Military op- 
tions, although not openly being 
pursued, are by all means on the 
table. However, before embark- 
ing on a policy that looks all too 
similar to nightmarish wars of 
the recent past, it is imperative 
that the facts and implications 
be given a closer look. 

Let us first examine the possi- 
bility of a scenario few find likely: 
the possibility that Iran is actually 
not in pursuit of a nuclear weap- 
on. Understandably, a decent 
majority of those who hear that 
argument cringe, but then again, 
a decent majority cringed when. 
they heard that Iraq did not have 
weapons of mass destruction in 
2003. That by itself warrants that 
this unlikely scenario be taken 
into fair consideration. The seri- 
ous suspicions are based on Iran’s 
unwillingness to allow inspectors 
past certain points and the mag- 
nitude of the Iranian nuclear pro- 
gram. While both of these points 
have justifiably triggered a partic- 

ular conclusion about the nuclear 
program, examination of both is 
necessary. 
First, the fact that Iran is. un- 
willing to permit a full investi- 
gation of its nuclear facilities is a 
setback that has more to do with 
the structure of the International 
Atomié Energy Agency (IAEA) 
itself, than with the Iranian gov- 
ernment. The IAEA does not 
have legal jurisdiction to moni- 
tor nuclear facilities to the extent 
needed to fulfill its Non-Prolif- 
eration Treaty (NPT) mandate. 
This subtlety is crucial because 
it indicates that there is no con- 
crete evidence politicians cite 
when referencing Iran’s nuclear 
weapons development program 
(much like the case with Iraq 
in 2003). It also brings light to 
the fact that the restrictions fac- 
ing the IAEA inspectors are not 
unique to their missions in Iran. 
In fact, every other member of 
the NPT that has been subjected 
to these types of investigations 
has limited the inspectors just as. 
much if not more than the Irani- 
ans have. If the limitations on the 
inspectors are indications of a 
nuclear weapons program, then 
by that logic every country the 
IAEA has ever inspected is in 
pursuit of nuclear weapons. 


“Second, the mere magnitude 
of Iran’s nuclear development 
program is a poor criterion on 
which a politician should base 
his certainty. It is inarguably a 
ground for concern, but the inter- 
national community should have 
much more to rely on before cut- 
ting Iran off from the rest of the 
world (let alone wage a war). Fur- 
thermore, as with the restrictions 
on JAEA inspectors, Iran is by no 
means the only country with an 
alarmingly disproportionate nu- 
clear program. 

Let us now consider the more 
likely scenario: Iran is prepar- 
ing itself for a future that may 
involve nuclear weapons. The 
world should be paying very 
close attention, but the unforgiv- 
ing punishments and outlandish 
assumptions demand severe re- 
evaluation. 

The punishments, first of all, 
are offensively partial. The United 
Nations, an organization founded 
on the principles of rights and 
fairness among all member states 
has commended destructive sanc- 
tions against Iran for suspicion 
of a violation that has been met 
with no action in the past. Israel, 
India, Pakistan, North Korea and 
possibly other states are known 
by the United Nations and the 
whole world to have unauthor- 
ized stockpiles of nuclear weap- 
ons. All of these states signed the 
NPT (with the exception of North 
Korea), blatantly violated it and 
never faced the same crippling 
sanctions or threats of attack that 
Iran has (North Korea is again an 
exception). 

Additionally, while the afore- 


_ mentioned nations already have 


alarming nuclear weapons stock- 
piles, Iran is suspected of poten- 
tially preparing for a nuclear op- 
tion in the future. Not only is their 
suspected offense laughably less 
severe, but it is also, according to 
the NPT and the IAEA, not an ac- 
tual offense. The IAEA explicitly 
indicates that there is nothing 
illegal about having a nuclear 
weapons capability, which Japan, 
Argentina, Brazil and a hand- 
ful of other non-nuclear weapon 
countries do have. With that, the 
punishments are not only un- 
justly targeted, but they also have 
little legal basis. 

The assumptions that pundits, 
newsgroups and politicians have 
been making also deserve serious 
scrutiny. The most notable infer- 
ence that politicians make is that 
Iran, if allowed to succeed in the 
development of a nuclear weap- 
on, will use it against Israel. Poli- 
ticians evidence this assertion by 
‘quoting’ an Ahmadinejad speech 
in which he ostensibly said, “Is- 
rael should be wiped off the face 
of the earth.” But this statement is 
often misquoted because of an er- 
roneous translation. Ahmadine- 
jad made reference to the impor- 


tance of fighting the oppressors 
to Palestinian freedom, but he 
made no direct comment about 
physically destroying Israel. The 


expression ‘wipe off the map’ is | 


an English one and does not exist 
in Persian. 

Some still remain puzzled, 
though: If Iran is in fact seek- 
ing a possible nuclear weapons 
option for reasons other than to 
attack Israel, what could they 
be? Although a tragically small 
number of politicians recognize 
it to be so, Iran does have some 
rational incentives for a nuclear 
weapons option. The geographic 
situation of the Islamic Republic 
in itself gives us a pretty good 
idea. A pool of nations that have 
a vast array of nuclear weapons 
surround Iran. Israel, probably 
their primary concern, is just to 
the west and has a huge number 
of unauthorized nuclear weap- 
ons. Pakistan and India, two na- 
tions also known to have nuclear 
weapons, are just southeast of 
Iran’s border. Russia, officially 
in possession of more nuclear 
weapons than any other coun- 
try on earth, is only separated 
from Iran by Azerbaijan. And 
finally, China lies relatively close 
to Iran’s northeastern border 
with Afghanistan. Not only does 
China have nuclear weapons, but 
also given that politicians in the 
United States are threatened by 
China’s growing military prow- 
ess, Iran probably has reason to 
worry too. 

Although one could make the 
argument that Iran is justified 
in pursuing a nuclear weapon, 
a nuclear Iran is certainly un- 
desirable. Unfortunately, the in- 
ternational community’s radical 
response has completely, closed 
it off from-diplomacy with Iran, 
which means that it has likewise 
closed itself off from any intel- 
ligence concerning the nuclear 
developments. We consequently 
resort to often destructively out- 
landish presumptions about the 
nature of Iran’s nuclear program, 
which makes it that much harder 
for the international community 
to accurately calculate its actions. 

The accomplishments have 
been an angrier Iran, which ironi- 
cally only increases the chances of 
them using nuclear weapons er- 
ratically. The sanctions have done 
little outside of setting the stage 
for war, which is becoming ever 
more likely every day. If the U.S. 
and the EU want to avoid a war 
that will cause more harm than 
good, they need to take a much 
closer look at the facts and impli- 
cations regarding the Iran issue. 


Stefan Kay is a freshman Inter- 
national Studies and Economics 
double major from Rotterdam, The 
Netherlands 
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perts have constantly brought to 
attention the possibility of an acci- 
dental release by a laboratory with 
poor biosecurity measures. 

Though the NSABB brings to 
light many legitimate concerns 
for the sake of public 
safety, and | commend 
the organization for their 
vigilance in the science 
community, I find their 
decision to urge censor- 
ship a misguided and 
mistaken one. 

Sure, worst-case sce- 
nario, Fouchier’s research 
could bring, about delete- 
rious consequences that 
could theoretically wipe 
a fraction of the human 
population from the face 
of the planet. But it’s im- 
portant to see this possi- 
bility within appropriate 
proportions and recog- 
nize the other side of the 
spectrum. 

Foremost, I strongly 
agree with Dr. Schaffner, 
Chairman of Preventive 
Medicine at Vanderbilt, 
who reasons that the 
threat of 
influenza is very low.” 
Not only is the spread of 
H5N1 impossible to con- 
trol with the advanced transpor- 
tation systems of modern society, 
but if terrorists indeed tried to 
engineer mutations in the H5N1 
virus, they would be diverting a 
lot of resources away from devel- 
oping proven weapons that are far 
more effective at targeting specific 
populations. Therefore, pursuing 
an H5N1-based biological weapon 
is just against all logic, and publi- 
cation would have little if any ef- 
fect on non-state actors, because 
the idea simply goes against cost- 
effectiveness. 

The other source of misguid- 
ance that led to the NSABB’s poor 
decision is their disregard for the 
fact that H5N1 has a naturally 


| high mutation rate. Wild H5N1 
| found in nature is only one step 
| away from Fouchier’s man-made 


mutation, and if circumstances 
permit, there exists a probability 
that the virus will mutate with- 
out human intervention. It’s thus 


By ERIC XIE 


epresentatives of 
the LaRouche Po- 
litical Action Com- 
mittee paid a visit 


Tuesday, setting up camp at the 
corner of North Charles Street 
and East 34th in a well-traveled 
spot in front of Charles Market. 
Though physically  unobtru- 
sive—their exhibit consisted of 
a table littered with one to two 
dozen packets of hand-outs—it 
can only be said to be politically 
provocative, decorated with their 
defining Obama-Hitler Mustache 
poster and a number of others on 
subjects ranging from impend- 
ing nuclear holocaust to the ne- 
cessity of presidential impeach- 
ment in order to save the global 
economy. 

At arm’s length, history does 
not paint a particularly bright 
picture of the LaRouche move- 
ment. Formed in the turbulence 
of the 1960s as a conglomeration 
of counterculture student groups, 
it spent its early years as a Marx- 
ist union bent quite literally on 


world domination. This did not 
go quite as planned, and it instead 
became an organization with the 
sole purpose of advancing the 
ideas of its namesake: Lyndon 
LaRouche, a longtime political 
activist whose agenda is, for lack 
of better words, unusual to the. 
point of being wholly indescrib- 
able and unclassifiable. Suffice it 
to say, the LaRouche movement 
has stuck around since then, their 
activities now largely defined 
by demonstrations, information 
sessions and unsuccessfully run- 
ning hundreds of candidates for 
public office. 

So in the midst of all this, what 
do they stand for? Well, that’s a 
pretty good question. Having 
chatted with the two gentlemen 
representing the movement, I can 
only offer some conjecture; I was 


" 


to Homewood on ‘* 


All 


With the exception of editorials, 
the opinions expressed here are those 
of the contributors. They are not 
necessarily those of The Johns 
Hopkins News-Letter. 


critical fo understand that an out- 
break could be brought about by 
nature—an occurrence that of- 
fers no warning signals. The pre- 
ventive measure that should be 
taken is this: publish Fouchier’s 
project and immediately push 
research efforts for a vaccine. By 
doing so, valuable knowledge for 
the development of a vaccine for 
H5N1 from that point onward 
would be freely shared, maximiz- 
ing efficiency and allowing the 
consolidation of priceless knowl- 
edge from the brightest scientists 
around the world. 

Another problem inherent in 
the NSABB‘s decision to advise 
censorship is that they are late. 
There's an interesting phenom- 
enon called the Streisand effect, in 
which an attempt to hide informa- 
tion actually publicizes the infor- 
mation more widely. Immediately 
following the initial reports of this 
mutated virus, the media stormed 
in and have since blown the situ- 
ation out of proportion. Already, 
thousands of scientists have ex- 
amined Fouchier’s project in its 
entirety, and a Japanese laboratory 
retrieved similar results to that of 
Fouchier’s. What could possibly 
halt the spreading now? 

The answer is that nothing 
can stop the spread of Fouch- 
ier’s research, and _ nothing 
should have attempted to stop 
the spread in the first place. In 
past centuries, we’ve seen that 
advancements in science are 
most prolific in a free-market 
atmosphere of ideas where 
knowledge is shared and infor- 
mation flows freely throughout 
the science community. | find it 
crucial to preserve this aspect 
of science, because the study 
of science is above all a col- 
laborative process. Now, with 
the research being redacted 
and the whole crisis about this 
contagious virus still up in the 
air, we can only wait and take 

a deep breath. But then again, 
maybe that’s not a great idea. 


Josh Park is a freshman Neurosci- 
ence and Psychology double major 
from Seoul, Korea 


LaRouche PAC offers Kool-Aid 
to Hopkins students 


left with a mixture of fascination, 
bemusement and utter terror. 
Their answer seems to be every- 
thing and nothing. Economically, 
they make a great deal out of 
their support for the reenactment 
of Glass-Steagall, the 1933 law 
that established the Federal De- 
posit Insurance Corporation and 
created a separation between in- 
vestment banking and commer- 
cial banks. 

This seems sensible at first 
blush, but is confounded by 
their notion that repeal is con- 
tingent upon impeachment of 
the “Obama dictator.” Toss in 
their advocacy for a return to the 
gold standard, a belief that all na- 
tions (stressing China and Rus- 
sia) would cooperate happily and 
completely with global financial 
reform, and a mortifying fear of 
the evil and manipulative British 
Empire, and one is left to wonder 
if their agenda really makes any 
sense. 

That is to say nothing of their 
political policy, which currently 
revolves around the impeach- 
ment of President Obama not 
only to save the global economy 
but also to prevent an impend- 
ing nuclear holocaust. To para- 
phrase the LaRouche movement, 
this holocaust is the work of the 
drug-dealing Queen Elizabeth II 
and manipulative Prince Philip, 

and the United States is but a 
puppet in the hands of the all- 
powerful British Empire. Remov- 
ing Obama, according to their 
theory, would prevent the British 
from continuing their campaign 
of global domination, which, 
left unabated, would render the 
earth an apocalyptic wasteland. — 
I hope nobody on campus 
drank their Kool-Aid. 


Eric Xie is a freshman Biomedical 
Engineering major from Hudson, 
Ohio 
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Fat Tuesday 


‘celebrations 


abound in Baltimore 


By FLORENCE LAU 
Your Weekend Editor 


This Saturday marks 
the third annual Mardi 
Gras Festival at Power 


Plant Live near the Inner 
Harbor. Beginning from 9 
p-m. and running through 
midnight, there will be fire 
breathers, stilt walkers and 
beads up and down the 
street. 

But what exactly is Mar- 
di Gras, apart from French 
for “Fat Tuesday” and 
something they do down 
in New Orleans? Where 
does it come from? 

Mardi Gras refers to 
the Carnival celebrations, 
which begin either on or 
after Epiphany and end the 
day before Ash Wednes- 
day. It is characterized by 
eating rich, fatty foods 
(hence the term “Fat Tues- 
day”) in preparation for 
the Lenten season, which 
traditionally includes ritu- 
al fasting. 

These days, Mardi Gras 
has come to be associ- 
ated with wearing masks 
and costumes, dancing, 
parades and other social 
events. 

Different cities celebrate 
this holiday in different 


i OP Me i { 
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ways, varying even the 
length of the celebrations. 
Some cities celebrate from 
Epiphany through Ash 
Wednesday, while others 
only celebrate the three 
days before Ash Wednes- 
day. 

Whatever your view 
on Mardi Gras, Baltimore 
has several celebrations all 
over ‘the city for this holi- 
day. 

Other than the festi- 
val at Power Plant, there 
is a Big Fat Tuesday Party 
down at Pazo in Fells Point, 
where there will be a DJ 
and a three-course meal 
for $40. 

There will also be Mardi 
Gras celebrations on Du- 
laney Valley Road. Local 
music will be featured, and 
the entire event, which also 
doubles as a fundraiser, 
will be emceed by WBAL- 
11 NBC TV news anchor 
Stan Stovall. 

The Mardi Gras North 
Masquerade Ball at Fells 
Point will include live mu- 
sic, and costumes are high- 
ly encouraged. 

However you decide to 
celebrate Mardi Gras, Bal- 
timore offers a variety of 
choices for you to indulge 
in on Fat Tuesday. 


Mardi Gras celebrations often include parades, dancing and crowds. 


Pluto’s legacy lives on as 82nd anniversary approaches 


aise your hand 
if you agree 
with this state- 
ment: Pluto is a 
planet. 

Aside from looking a lit- 
tle foolish for raising your 
hand in whatever public 
location you are currently 
situated in, you are prob- 
ably wrong according to 
the organization, a.k.a. the 
people who decided that 
Pluto is not a planet. 

Chances are that you 
are probably complacent 
about Pluto’s downgrade 
from regular planet to 
dwarf planet, as was I, un- 
til I realized that Feb. 18th 
marks the 82nd anniver- 
sary of Pluto’s discovery 
by Clyde Tombaugh. No, 
I do not believe you will 
find an outdoor event cel- 
ebrating Pluto’s discovery 
in this page’s calendar sim- 
ply because February, just 
like the surface of Pluto, is 
usually quite cold in Balti- 
more. 

Okay so that is a slight 
exaggeration, since it’s been 
unseasonably “warm” the 
past two 
weeks, with 
tempera- 
tures in the 
30s to 50s. 
Coinciden- 
tally, Pluto usually has a 
similar range, except in 
Kelvin. Can’t do the con- 
version? Please consult a 
science or engineering ma- 
jor. 

If your memory is al- 
ready failing you, then 


i | let's recap why Pluto had, 


at what seemed like a ran- 
dom occurrence, been re- 
classified as a dwarf planet 
after we spent much of our 


| childhood ending that fun 


little acronym with “piz- 
Za uw 


al Astronomy Union (IAU) 
had to confront the larger 
issue of what a planet actu- 


| ally was after the discov- 


ery of Eris the year before. 
Consensus could not be 
reached on whether Eris 


Calendar 
of B’‘More 
Events 


Thurs. Feb. 16 


The Social 
Opine— 2 .m:; 
Sound Stage 


Bourbon Street Col- 
lege Night presents 
The Social, the big- 
gest college night 
party in Baltimore 
with DJ Sal Flip. Ad- 
mission is s8 before 
10 p.m., $12 after 10 
p.m. with college 
ID, and s18 without 
college ID. 


ALOVELEEPLACE.COM 


Agape Brownie 
Giveaway 
114.1, = 1 P.M 
Breezeway 


The Agape Campus 


Director 


Christian Fellow- 
ship will be giving 
away free home- 
made brownies. 


JHU Men’‘s Lacrosse 
vs. Towson 
Sp.m. 
Homewood Field 


Come see the men’s 
lacrosse team beat 
Towson University 
and get a free Nest 
t-shirt while you’re 
at- ih Be ssures.to 


have your ID if you 
will be picking up 
your ticket in the 
office the week 
before the game. 


HTTP://US.123RECOM 


Peabody Jazz 
Orchestra 
»7:30)2:M. 
Peabody: East Hall 


Michael 
Formanek will be 
presenting his mu- 
sic at East Hall, in- 
cluding pieces like 
“Holy Waters” and 
“Dance Like a Mu- 
tant.” : 


Fifty Words 
8 p.m. 
Everyman Theatre 


This weekend _ is 
your last chance to 
catch Fifty Words, 
a play about rev- 
elation, Passion 
and a modern-day 
marriage. There 
will also be perfor- 
mances at 8 p.m. 
on Saturday and 2 
p.m. and 7 p.m. on 
Sunday. 


Crazy, Stupid, Love 
8 p.m. 
Remson Hall 1 


HOP Friday Films 
presents Crazy, Stu- 
pid, Love, a roman- 
tic comedy-drama 
about a man trying 
to rediscover him- 
self with the help of 
his friends after his 
wife asks him for a 
divorce, 


Coastal Disturbances 
8 p.m. 
Fells Point Corner 
Theatre 


Come see the Bal- 
timore premier 
of Coastal Distur- 
bances, a 1987 Tony 


Award Nomination. 


for Best Play. This 
show follow the 


Guest Columnist 


In 2006, the Internation- 


was the tenth planet in the 
solar system, although it 
was roughly the same size 
as Pluto. Just reflect on that 
for a moment. Would you 
be more troubled to have a 
new planet beyond “pizza” 
or to not care about Pluto? 
As it turns out though, 
size is not 
y the direct 
U determi- 
nant of 
whether an 
object in 
our solar system is a plan- 
et. In the resolution that the 
IAU adopted, they decided 
that a ‘planet’ in our solar 
system must orbit the Sun 
(for obvious reasons), it has 
to be big enough to take on 
a spherical shape by the 
force of its own gravity and 
it,“must have cleared the 
neighborhood around its 
orbit.” That third one can 
be tricky to explain, but I 
will tell you right now that 
Pluto failed it. . 
Why exactly? Well, to 
“clear the neighborhood” 
means to have a size that’s 
larger than the object orbit- 
ing it, such as the moons 
around a planet. Pluto’s 
size relative to its moons is 
much smaller than the rest 
of the planets in the solar 


summer romance 
between a__ life- 
guard and a pho- 
tographer on a pri- 
vate Massachusetts 
beach. 


Sat. Feb. 18 


Mes 


DANCE4AMERICA.COM 


Song and Dance 
11.a.m. 
Walters Art Museum 


Come see various 
string ensembles 
perform classic 
works and dances 
by Beethoven, Mas- 
senet and Monti. 


BaltimoreLuv 
7 p.m. 
Nolan’s on 33rd 


Local poets will 
be reciting poetry 
about love at No- 
lans. Come sup- 
port this spoken 
word and open 
mic fundraiser. All 
proceeds go to the 
National Socity of 


COURTESY OF HTTP;/LIBRARY.THINKQUESTORG 
There is still debate as to whether the decision to downgrade Pluto to “dwarf planet” was the right one. 


system by several orders of 
magnitude, casting it into 
the bin of dwarf planets 
you probably have never 
heard of unless you did 
a little extra studying for 
an astronomy unit. Even 
among the scientific com- 
munity, this decision did 
not go over very well. 

While I personally did 
not observe the protests 
that much, I do recall a seg- 
ment that Stephen Colbert 
had done where he redid 
the acronym as “My Very 
Educated Mother Just Said 
Uh-oh No Pluto.” Only 
one of my friends in high 
school felt strongly about 
Pluto, so much so that 
she spent our last calcu- 
lus class drawing a visual 
display arguing for Pluto’s 
right to be a planet.. 

I should backtrack one 
year, though, to a 2008 
gathering at the Hopkins 
Applied Physics Labora- 
tory of researchers who 
have taken both sides of 
the TAU’s decision. Dubbed 
“The Great Planet Debate,” 
a press release published 
after ‘the conference stated 
that the researchers were 
not able to reach a consen- 
sus. 

Even two years’ after- 


Black Engineers. 


Peabody Camerata 
7:30 p.m. 
Leith Symington 
Griswold Hall _ 


Mezzo-soprano 
Sonya Knussen 
will be performan- 
ing contemporary 
pieces by Stravin- 
sky, Xenakis and 
Boulez. 


Tommy Davidson 


9:15 p.m. 
Power Plant Live 


Actor-comedian 
Tommy David- 
son, known for his 
role on “In Living 
Color,” will be per- 
formaning at the 
Baltimore Comedy 
Factory. There will 
also be a_ perfor- 
mance on Sunday 
at 7 p.m. 


Kosher/Soul 
1—3p.m., 
The Jewish Museum 


Enjoy a cooking 
demonstration and 
discussion by culi- 
nary historian Mi- 
chael W. Twitty on 


ward, members of the 
scientific community still 
cannot fully come to terms 
with the IAU’s decision. 

Without Pluto’s promi- 
nence as a planet, where 
does it leave the many 
characters like Sailor Plu- 
to (please note that I have 
never watched or read Sail- 
or Moon) or Pluto the Dog? 
Has the Greek god of the 
Underworld been under- 
mined in his greatness now 
that he is only named after 
a dwarf planet? No matter 
what your particular sets 
of interests are, Pluto’s sta- 
tus inevitably relates back 
to your experiences. 

Still, losing Pluto as our 
ninth planet does not seem 
like a major loss to me. 

From my _ perspective, 
it’s weird that the last plan- 
et in our solar system is 
solid, while the rest of the 
planets beyond our solar 
system are gas giants. 

Yes, I do agree that los- 


ing Pluto as a Planet is 
a loss to what~ ave 


known since childhood, 
but, for the sake of having 
a system that makes sense, 
I am quietly observing the 
82nd anniversary of my 
favorite dwarf planet's dis- 
covery this weekend. 


how he blends his 
African American 


roots with his Jew- 
ish faith. Admission 
is free with the pur- 
chase of a museum 
ticket. 


EILATBAKERY.COM 


Chamber Orchestra 
Concert 
3—6p.m. 

SDS Room 


The Hopkins 
chamber orchestra 
will be performing 
chamber works by 
Mozart and HSO 
member Kim My- 
ers. Admission is 
free for students 
with ID. 


Food and Fellowship 
7 — 8:30 p.m. 
AMR II 


Join the Black Stu- 
dent Union in dis- 
cussing this week’s 
theme for Black 
History Month: “Is- 
lam in and Around 
the World.” Food 
will be provided. 
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ARTS & ENTERTAINMENT 


Spoken word poetry stirs On the prow! 


up students at Nolan's 


By AAFIA SYED 
For The News-Letter 


Love Jones: Spoken Word 
took place for two hours 
at Nolan’s, providing jazz 
music, poetry, and _his- 
tory, commemorating not 
only Black History Month, 
but also Valentine’s Day. 


The themes coin- 
cided perfectly because 
both involved family, 


love and friendship and 
had to do with who we 
are, not just as students. 

The event featured 
student performances 
by Morgan State Univer- 
sity students Roy Bryant, 
Brian Sessions, Malcolm 
Lawson, Myeasha Taylor, 
Brittany Thomas, Jasmine 
Couch and Crystal Bran- 
don, and Hopkins fresh- 
men Amanda Nwaopara 
and Justin Grant. The spo- 
ken word poetry was fin- 
ished off with a surprise 
performance by Hopkins 
junior Hannah Jiam, a 
student who was mere- 
ly attending the event. 

“T wake up in the morn- 
ing feeling like everybody 
else but me,” said Ses- 
sions in a line of his poem, 
pointing out the common 
problem of people iden- 
tifying themselves in re- 
action to others, without 
actually knowing or ap- 
preciating who they are. 


musical performance by | 
Watoto (Swahili for “chil- | 
dren”) from the Nile, a | 


Baltimore-based musical 
group created by five el- 
ementary school students, 
three of whom are sisters. 

Watoto from the Nile’s 
songs were written to 
spread positive messages 
through Hip Hop, as op- 


drugs and the degradation 
of women that are being 
spread in mass media to- 
day. Watoto from the Nile 
performed “My People 
365,” a song illustrating 
the idea that they were 
proud of their heritage and 
culture all over the world, 
resulting in much enthusi- 
asm and applause from the 
crowd, all of whom seemed 
to be smiling in amaze- 
ment at the confidence 
and talent these young 
women showed through- 
out their performance. 

Spoken word poetry 
originated from both blues 
music and the poetry of 
the Harlem Renaissance. 

It’s about creating po- 
etry that doesn’t just want 
to sit on paper; something 


about spoken word de- | 


mands it to be heard out 
loud or witnessed in per- 
son, and always with the 
purpose of entertaining, 
educating and, most of all, 
inspiring the audience. 


| plays 


Finally, there was a 


; OLIVIA BERMAN/STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER | 
Love Jones.Spoken Word celebrated Black History Month at Nolan's. | 
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| By ROB POWERS 
| Staff Writer 


There are no cougars 
in Cougar Town. Because 
they’re all in Philadelphia 
— at the Field House bar 
downtown — where ABC’s 
Cougar Town happened to 
be holding one of multiple 


| nationwide viewing par- 


ties last week. 


Unsurprisingly, ABC 


| had nothing to do with 
posed to those of money, | 


the night. 

An associate producer 
at the event (after snap- 
ping a picture of the stars 
with three Hopkins stu- 
dents) shared that execu- 
tive producer Bill Law- 
rence paid for Cougar 
Town's “grassroots tour” 
out of his own pocket. 

Lawrence, who is fa- 
mous for television shows 


| Scrubs and Spin City, was 


unavailable for comment, 
but everyone at the event 
had kind words flow- 
ing from their lips when 
they spoke of the man in 
charge. 

Josh Hopkins, who 
Courteney Cox’s 
love interest, described 
Lawrence as “a gentle- 


| man, and an artist, and a 


businessman.” 

His money was well 
spent, too. 

The viewing party was 
not a quiet celebration of 
the cast and crew having 
finished up filming, but 
rather a loud wake-up- 
call to the TV-watchers in 
Philly who had snubbed 
the show in its first sea- 


| son—among them, Kelsey 
Donohue, a TV enthusiast 


and Hopkins senior, who 
proclaims herself now “a 
convert.” 

Since the event conflict- 


, ed with the bar’s weekly 
singles’ night, we got to’ 


watch two episodes of 
Cougar Town's new season 
with a few real-life Phila- 
delphia cougars. 

Except for Lawrence's 
Twitter friends, the event 
was a surprise to all. 

There was, after the 
screening, an older wom- 
an who — when the show’s 
stars had left — confessed 
she’d never heard of the 
half-hour show with the 
ever-growing cult follow- 
ing. 
When the woman, who 
preferred not to share her 
name, was asked if she 


with the ladies of Cougar Town 


COURTESY OF ROB POWERS 


Hopkins seniors Kelsey Donohue, senior Robert Powers, and Elizabeth Katzki with Cougar Town actors. 


planned to enjoy the show 
at home, she said she’d 
consider after another 
drink or two, but assured 
me that “the preview had 
gotten her warmed up.” 

All in all, the cougars 
were no help in decipher- 
ing the question on every 
patron’s mind that night: 
How does a show with 
such an unfortunate title 
make it to season — what is 
it — three? 

The clue is in the Simp- 
sons-style feature at the 
beginning of each episode, 
where a map of Florida 
shows the actual city of 
Cougar Town near Sara- 
sota and the “welcome to” 
line becomes: “Yeah, it’s 
still called.‘Cougar Town, 
we're not happy. about it 
either.” 

The viewing party was 
like the show, actually, in 
that there was something 
to talk about — sneak peeks 
of a clearly ambitious sea- 
son to come — but no one 
would give up their right 
to relax as they dealt with 
it. 

Cougar Town's Hop- 
kins and Dan Byrd, who 
plays Jules’s (Cox’s) col- 
lege-aged son, took some 
time during the party to 
share their views (and a 
few beers) with The News- 
Letter. 

Hopkins was first to 


Buttered Niblets butter up appreciative audience 


By ELIZABETH SHER- 
WwooD 
Staff Writer 

Hopkins’s improv 


group, the Buttered Nib- 
lets, have done it again! 
This past Friday's perfor- 
mance proved to be one 
of the most entertaining 
— and also most crowded 
— performances this aca- 
demic year. 

Upon reaching Arel- 
lano Theatre at five min- 
utes to eight, the line was 
out the door. The group 
charged one dollar to 
see the performance and 
asked for suggestions to 
be written on slips and 
were pulled out during 
the show. 

Modern music played 
as the audience took their 
seats. When the actors came 
on stage, they threw candy 
at the audience, which is 
always a crowd pleaser. 
Then they introduced their 
first game, “Space Time,” 
for sophomore Ben Zucker. 
and freshman Morris Kra- 
icer. 

Kraicer took on the role 
of a scared and tired boy 
walking around with his 
father, Ben, through the 
rain forest. They were 
looking for the rain boots 
store. Senior Danny Ka- 
plan cameoed as the prin- 
cess the son later married. 

‘This game had the com- 


¢ a penal grate the OL TL ILL TOLL LO, RL a 


plete attention of the au- 
dience and had a bunch of 
laughs. 

One of the raunchiest 
was “Death of a Superhe- 
ro,” agame that involves a 
sidekick, a lover and a vil- 
lain. The group asked the 
audience for a name of a 
superhero, and “Hershey 
Squirter” was suggested. 

The game _ involved 
three players, sophomore 
Claire Rosen, freshman 
Matt Myers and Mor- 
ris crying over their lost 
superhero, Kaplan. Each 
would then rise and 
discuss a particular in- 
teraction with Hershey 
Squirter, in which they 
would reenact. Of course 
with a name like Hershey 
Squirter, his sidekick had 
to be Chocolate Chip, who 
was his partner in toilet- 
humor-related charity. 

Myers, appropriately, 
chose to be the lover of 
this superhero. Rosen 
took on the role of the vil- 
lain, Grandma Tollhouse, 
and tried to convince the 
audience that Hershey 

Squirter was not actu- 
ally an upstanding young 


-man. 


Another highlight was 
“Half Life” with Rosen 
and Myers. This game had 
a suggestion to be set in a 
horse carriage. 

The first scene was 68 
seconds and every scene 


was halved until it became 
two seconds. Rosen and 
Myers played up the physi- 
cal humor, much to the 
crowd's delight, as Rosen 
tried to stretch out Matt's 
leg cramp. 

Zucker and Kaplan fol- 
lowed up with “Double 
Life/” which was a rever- 
sal of the previous game. 
Set at a Target, they played 
two employees that have 
to clean up the cereal aisle 
after some type of rodent, 
which they debate as the 
seconds pile on, causes a 


mess in the store. 

Watching these two 
players slow down to try 
to make a cohesive scene in 
68 seconds was very enter- 
taining. 

The Niblets chose an ex- 
cellent game for the end be- 
cause it involved help from 
the audience. Rosen was 
told to run out of the room 
because she was “Late for 
Work.” They needed three 
reasons why she was late 
for work: she walked into 
a glass door, she was scuba 
diving in chocolate 


PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Sophomores Jen Diamond and Ben Zucker put on a Niblets show. 


Nae playing more. .co- 
' ic roles. 1 


confirm the show has no 
plans of changing its title 
despite internal and exter- 
nal pressure. 

But if he had a say? He 
likes the name MILF-town. 
Byrd concurs: The only 
thing the show is missing 
is “more making out.” 

Hopkins said Cox is his 
first choice, but Byrd kept 
mum. 

Donohue recognized 
Hopkins immediately — 
not just from her compro+ 
mised first impressions 
of Cougar Town, but also 
from what she remem- 
bered as “confident, som- 
ber roles.” 

Hopkins revealed to 
her that his “friends al- 
ways wondered why he 


, 


” 


me Because at 
heart, he’s “a light-heart- 
ed guy.” 

Even though he’s right 
at home behind the bar 
in a sitcom, Hopkins may 
never escape his talents 
as a dramatic actor. After 
the party, a friend of the 
cast described him as a 
“fantastic, expressive ac- 
tor” and praised his per- 
formance in the recently- 
released comic drama 
Lebanon, PA. 

He works hard, as fur- 
ther evidenced by Cougar 
Town's typical filming 
requirement of 14to-17- 
hour workdays from its 
actors, but knows how to 
lie back too. 

He says about the 
show: “Drink? In Cougar 
Town, we breathe alco- 
hol.” 

As for Byrd, he’s happy 
to have a permanent home 
in Cougar Town apart from 


his multitude of additional 
comedic guest roles. 

And why not? He says 
his dream-team scene 
partner is none other than 
Cox herself. 

Is the show still about 
older women _ stalking 
young, supple prey? Hell 
no. 

The producers clearly 
abandoned that premise 
for the lifeboat of an easy 
comedy where casual al- 
coholics living in Cougar 
Town, Florida tackle their 
not-so-serious life issues 
in not-so-serious ways. 

The show stayed alive 
because it’s not just good 
but uniquely good. And 
the same reason it’s almost 


“achieved its. cult status 


e. 

Should the inhabitants 
of Cougar Town suffer 
because their fans aren’t 
living in Nielsen house- 
holds? 

The producers think 
not, and they’re fighting to 
make people aware of their 
work with viewing parties 
and vast social media en- 
deavors. 

A radical change, but 
the premise shift might 
have been a miracle for 
Cougar Town. Suddenly, 
fans started having fun — 
non-cougar-related fun — 
and so did the actors, and 
it made all the difference. 

Hopkins says it this 
way. “We know what we 
are. We’re not being fake. 
We're not changing the 
world, or saying we are. 
All we're saying is, we 
live in Cougar Town. It’s 
a fun place to visit. Trust 


” 


me. 


This Single of the Week, 
“Displacement Song,” is 
from Liz Green’s newest 
album, O, Devotion. 


story-telling quality of 
“Displacement Song.” 

Her voice is very steady 
and understated, allowing 


The album is aptly _ listeners to be drawn into 
named, seeing as Green her lyrics, which sound 
pe hae - like pee 
the ast i straight 
four years | [ot Singles On | from the 
on it, since fairy tales 
her last al- L of the 
bum, Bad t e Internet: Brothers 
Medicine. , ) Grimm. 

The at | Liz Green's This 
Heo tal 1 ter ‘ ; story-spin- 
Green paid D) | t ning qual- 
to the de- “es acemen ity is what 
tails of O, 5) makes her 
Devotion Song lyrics so 
certainly powerful. 
ee ca _ » A pies 
this album orn an 
will likely surpass Bad guitar accentuate the 


Medicine, as her fan base 
has expanded in the four 
years since her debut. 

“Displacement Song” 
is a particularly haunt- 
ing song off O, Devotion, 
relating the story of a self- 
reliant refugee. 


The melody is sim- 
ple, yet at the same time 
beautiful and completely 
haunting. 

While self-classified as 
blues, Green’s folk influ- 
ences are evident in the 


otherworldly qualities of 
“Displacement Song.” 

Overall, everyone 
should check out O, De- 
votion and “Displacement 
Song.” 

You'll be drawn into. 
the ethereal world of Liz 
Green. 

And if that doesn’t 
work, watch the music 
video for a truly trippy 
experience. | 


— Rachel Schnalzer 
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Spoken word speaks 
to Baltimore students 


eteria atmosphere into an 
artistic and cultured one. 

Chairs were set up 
in rows right in front of 
where the microphone 
was, near the stage, and 
tables remained in the 
back for those who want- 
ed to have dinner while 


At the 9:30 Club on Fri- 
day night, a frenzied sense 
of finality was palpable in 
the air. It was the second 
to last show of the People 
and Things tour that Jack’s 
Mannequin headlined with 
Jukebox the Ghost and Al- 
len Stone, and the near 
prospect to the end of what 
has evidently been a suc- 
cessful and exciting tour 
for the bands elicited some 
unexpected collaborations 
between members of differ- 
ent bands and some manic 


LOVE, From B3 
The students’ poems varied 
from being fun to painful 
and from serious to silly. 
They wrote about general 
themes, such as love and 
identity, but also incorpo- 
rated their deeply personal 
experiences, which made 


creative energy. each poem resonate with listening to the poets. 

Hailing from Seattle, Al- something unique and in- Free food was also 
len Stone and his band im- dividual — a story very provided to those  at- 
mediately established a rap- specific to that person. tending the event. 


The vibe was appropri- 


Spoken word poetry al- 
ate because of the some- 


lows for immediate connec- 


port with the audience that 
was unusually strong for an 


unknown opener. With ex- tions between the reader what low lighting and 
uberant, bluesy songs, self- and the audience and rep- the comfortable circular 
proclaimed “greasy heart” resents that difficult ability couches, since spoken 


and some friendly jokes, the to express yourself. Unsur- word poetry is usually 


singer warmed up the audi- 


ence and persuaded them 


to clap, sing along and even 
dance with moves besides 


the typical lighter-in-hand 


COURTESY OF CAROLINE DELUCA 
Andrew McMahon of alternative band Jack's Mannequin puts on a stirring performance at the 9:30 Club. 


prisingly, finding that cour- 
age to present your stories 
and opinions to others can 
be a powerful experience. 
Performers are often re- 


enjoyed as a relaxing and 
thought-provoking event. 

The intimate  audi- 
ence was very encour- 
aging to the poets, and, 


arm sway to his song “Say warded with a room fullof at moments of serious- 
So.” great moments were during mastered the art of seem- more. The result has been their peers whoare ready to ness, became appropri- 

Allen Stone’s sound is their joyful last song and__ ing to make individual eye complicated, striking music _ listen and empathize. ately quiet and sullen. 
what you might expect if their surprise ‘90s cover contact with everyone in witha rich, more balanced And that is exactly At other times, they 
you blended the music of of Donna Lewis's song, “I the room, and he amica- (if somewhat less unusual) what happened at No- laughed together, and 
Stevie Wonder and Billy Love You Always Forever,” bly chats with the crowd feel to it. People and Things lans’s on Valentine’s the mood of the en- 
Joel (circa his 1983 album which they introduced by as he introduces songs. ‘has the best qualities of night, the night of Love tire place lightened. 


An Innocent Man) and then 
threw in some powerful 
drums and guitar solos 
just for fun. The somewhat 
simplistic lyrics got lost 
in the melee of the many 
backup instruments at 
times (keyboard, drums, 
bass and guitar), but the 
overall sound is seamless, 
strong and pure celebra- 
tion. 


warning, “You've probably 
heard this in a dentist's of 
fice, or during the ‘90s. . 
-unless you're under 12, in 
which case I don’t know 
what to tell you; just pre- 
tend!” This good humor 
can be found in all their 
songs, the tone of which 
might best be described as 
cheerfully sinister. 

Jack’s 


And he puts on a hell of a 
show. It’s not unusual to see 
him literally jump atop his 
piano and play chords by 
stomping. He sings with 
raw emotion, and, while 
walking around the stage, 
he gesticulates in wild and 
endearingly hapless ways, 
as if he doesn’t know what 
to do with his hands when 
they’re not 


the band’s previous two al- 
bums: the brash, intimate 
energy of Everything In 
Transit combined with the 
control and sensitivity of 
The Glass Passenger. 

Perhaps the band recog- 
nizes it as a real culmination 
of their efforts on what was 
originally planned to be a 
one-album side project for 
McMahon — because he 


Jukebox the Ghost got off M an - . playing has stated that they may be 
to arousing start with their nequin, La st Week Live the keys. changing their name (which 
hit song “Schizophrenia,” of piano ; . T h eis rife with connections to 
with sounds exactly as dis- alt-rock Jack 5 Mannequin band plays _ his past and illness). 
sonant and unexpected as acclaim, an almost Possibly this sense of 
the title might lead you to came on- precisely coming to a final destina- 


believe. They played a few 
songs off their upcoming 
record, to the great enthu- 
siasm of the crowd, and 
then launched into a boun- 
cy number, “Hold It In.” 


They lost some momentum; 


when they performed slow- 
er songs but regained their 
groove when they returned 
to their strong suit, which is 
endearingly cheerful songs 
about not always cheerful 
subjects, with clever lyrics 
and intricately layered in- 
strumental backgrounds, 
particularly for a band of 
only three musicians. Some 


stage to feverish shrieks 
and cheers from the crowd. 
Andrew McMahon, the 
lead singer, is renowned for 
the deep connection he has 
cultivated with fans on and 
offstage (he makes a point 
of staying after shows to 
meet fans, he made a doc- 
umentary of his struggle 
with cancer, began a foun- 
dation for cancer research 
and released bonus tracks 
with both Best Buy and 
iTunes for his new album 
to thank customers for their 
support), and this renown 
is not unwarranted. He’s 


Once Upon a Time worth 
your TV-watching time 


Is it just me or is there a 
plethora of media having 
to do with fairy tales these 
days? In film, there are two 
Snow White movies com- 
ing out, and, in TV, there's 
Grimm and of course, Once 
Upon a Time. 


think about him at all, and | 


he remains mysterious even 
12 episodes later. Carlyle 


plays on his mysteriousness | 
| recently, as I’ve been watch- 
able to show subtle blink- | 


and creepiness with ease, 


and-you'll-miss-‘em hints 
of emotions with a quick 


even split of songs from 
their three albums, Every- 
thing In Transit, The Glass Pas- 
senger and October's People 
and Things. McMahon’s elo- 
quent songwriting abilities 
are recognized by the D.C. 
crowd, who can sing back 
every line to him with ease. 
The rest of the band provid- 
ed beautiful instrumental 
layers to McMahon’s vocals. 

People and Things has 
been a bit of a departure 
from the band’s normal, 
piano-heavy sound, bring- 
ing the other instruments 
to the foreground a bit 


tion added to the last-hur- 
rah feeling that pervaded 
the concert. Each band was 
effusive about how wonder- 
ful the tour had been, and 
played with a sort of apoca- 
lyptic fervor — even coming 
out all together in the end 
for a cover song. 

After the bands went off- 
stage, McMahon came back 
out for a three-song encore 
and ended the show with an 
explosion of confetti. It was 
definitely a night to remem- 
ber. 


— Caroline DeLuca 


Jones: Spoken Word. 

Musicians were set up 
in the background to pro- 
vide a steady beat for the 
poets, as well as smooth 
jazz music in between 
their performances, trans- 
forming Nolans’s  caf- 


The most beautiful part 
of this event was that all 
of the emotional connec- 
tion was able to happen 
despite differences: dif- 
ferences in peoples’ gen- 
ders or ages, majors, back- 
grounds or experiences. 


OLIVIA BERMAN/PHOTOGRAPHY STAFF 
Students vocally presented their poetry at Nolan’s Spoken Word night. 


breaking bad plays with dangerous cliiihangers 


‘m a big fan of watch- 
ing something before 
going to sleep. For 
some strange reason, 
consuming that form 
of entertainment is just that 
much easier than reading 
or listening to music. But 


ing Breaking Bad — a show 
about a chemistry teacher 
that starts manufacturing 


hangers in television date 
back to soap operas. They 
were used in serial moy- 
ies before TV was invented, 
but, for the next 40 years, we 
don’t see much of them. Clas- 
sic TV from I Love Lucy right 
up to Seinfeld steered away 
from continuity in general, 
so cliffhangers were much 
less. common. Soap operas, 
however, began the practice 


first) but also want to reward 
more complex and intelli- 
gent viewers with intelligent 
stories. Cliffhangers tend to 
symbolize that. Forgive my 
intrusion into theory, but 
storytelling is all about life. 
We're watching lives play 
out and unlike stories, lives 
don’t have beginnings, mid- 
dles and ends. They have 
plot, but it’s all going on at 


riding a roller coaster any- 
more, we're just ratcheting 
up and up until the anticipa- 
tion for the drop goes away, 
and we're just bored. 

Well, what does this have 
to do with Breaking Bad? Two 
things: first, it’s probably 
the best use of cliffhangers 
in modern television.’ Sec- 
ond, it’s the reason I can’t 
go to sleep to it. A proper 


Despite the competition, clenching of his jaw or wid- | meth in order to support extensively in the ‘80s (fol- . the same time as other plots, cliffhanger should leave 
OuaT charms its viewers ening of his eyes. | his family — it keeps me lowing the success of conti- and they you won- 
every week with its myri- Another character to upall night. nuity in comics in the ‘70s), rarely col- B d d dering. 
ad characters and tangled watch out for is Regina, the There I was, waiting to when they started linking lect neatly Uu y Sola All the 
storylines. The premise is Evil Queen. She oozes that | go to sleep, when I start- seasons with suspensful plot __ at the end. between- 
this: The Evil Queen (Lana charismatic charm that all | ed thinking about why I _ twists. Thiswasacheap ploy It can be Low Culture season- 
Parrilla) has exiled charac- villains exude, but she’s | could sleep to Community to keep a series going; you jarrin g gossip is a 
ters from not com- | or 30 Rock, but Breaking can’t end on a cliffhanger, and  un- cliffhang- 
fairy tales ; L pletely | Bad kept me up. And the and ratings tended to bump fulfilling when stories do er done right. And the best 
to the real F orence au black- | answer revolved around when one was used. Well, wrap up like a Christmas aggregate for testing that is 
world to ‘ and-white | the use of cliffhangers. one savvy network executive present, and cliffhangers to ask “Where can they go 
take _re- Fi l)oShow e v il. | Now, BBnotwithstanding, took that concept and ran. combat that. They prove from here?” If the audience 
venge There | there’s been a subtle but His name was JJ. that stories begin and end _ struggles for an answer, 
against are (very | powerfulawakeninginthe Abrahms. Now, he’s a pro- fluidly, that big, life-chang- _ then it’s a good cliffhanger. 
Snow White (Ginnifer rare) moments when Par- | cliffhangerintermsoftele- ducer, but Lost definitely ing moments happen, spin- But plenty of shows do that, 
Goodwin) and Prince  rilla manages to show us | vision, and it’s only come changed the game in those ning situations into new so what makes BB special? It 


Charming (Josh Dallas). 
No one can remember their 
previous identities. It is up 
to Charming and Snow’s 
daughter, Emma Swan 
(Jennifer Morrison) and her 
son, Henry (Jared Gilmore) 
to break the curse and save 
everyone. OuaT uses flash- 
backs from Storybrooke, 
Maine and the fairy tale 
land to show characters’ 
past lives, generally focus- 
ing on a different character 
each week. 

Despite being the main 
character, Emma is not the 
most interesting person 
in the show. It’s easy to 
forget her storyline when 
compared to Mr. Gold/ 
Rumplestiltskin (Robert 
Carlyle), who runs around 
making sketchy deals with 
everyone. We're not really 
supposed to know what to 


that the queen is a lonely 
woman. Of course, Re- 
gina then does something 
despicable, so you forget 
about sympathizing. 

To be honest, there’s 
only one thing not to love 
about OuaT. Henry. He's 
supposed to come across 
as precocious and deter- 
mined, but, more often, 
he seems ungrateful, un- 
subtle and annoying to 
the point where I want to 
reach into the screen and 
shake him. 

In any case, there's 
something for everyone. 
Twisted fairytales? Check. 
Secret affairs? Check, and 
by the real live counter- 
parts of Snow and Charm- 
ing no less. Juicy villans? 
Check. Happily ever after? 

Well, that still remains 
to be seen. 


out in the last 15 years. So, 
let's do a little history. 
Strangely enough, cliff- 


COURTESY OF WWWXFINITYTV.COMCASTNET 
Breaking Bad goes down in TV history as a show that does it right. 


terms. Most shows want to 
be self-contained (after all, 
every episode is someone's 


directions (we like to call 
those “plot points”). And, 
man, did Lost love to do all 
those things. 

But here’s where cliff- 
hangers fall off, Life has its 
plot twists: someone you 
loye dies, you lose your job, 
your husband cheats on you, 
your son does drugs, I could 
go on and on. The point is 
they happen, but how often? 
How many plot twists do 
we experience in 80 years 
of life? Well, less than one 
season Of Lost would be my 
guess. Stories are made of 
peaks and valleys, and the 
big moments have meaning 
because the smaller ones 
don’t. There’s a baseline of 
comfort, and plot twists are 
uncomfortable. That's the 
nature of the beast. If you 
keep using them, the com- 


fort goes away. We're not | 


solves the aforementioned 
problem ingeniously. Drug 
dealing is pretty suspense- 
ful as it is. There’s always 
the threat of getting caught, 
and when you're a mild- 
mannered teacher doing 
it, without the backup of a 
big gang and all the gang- 
bangers therein, there’s a 
ton of suspense. But the 
kicker is his family. By add- 
ing that simple piece, BB 
adds an entirely different 
layer of suspense. This en- 
tire show is about the mas- 
sive, intricate construction 
of a lie and how long Walter 
can keep that lie afloat. So, 
having a cliffhanger every 
other episode for them is 
routine. And it feels like a 
natural part of the world 
without breaking my abil- 
ity to handle 14 plot twist 
seasons. 


. Ys 
eects Reena 4 
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ARTIST 


ISLANDS 


ALBUM 


A Sleep andA 


Forgetting 


LABEL 


ANTI Records 


RELEASED 


Feb. 14, 2012 


If you're looking for an 
album to mope to this Val- 
entine’s Day, look no fur- 
ther than the latest from 
Islands. Upon first listen, 
it’s sort of unexpected 
how consumed with loss 
this disc is, whether it’s 
the loss of a lover or a 
bandmate. 

Considering all of Is- 
lands’ previous _ singles 
have been gleefully upbeat 
(sample title: “Don’t Call 
Me Whitney, Bobby” from 
their amazing debut album 
Rough Gem), it throws the 
listener for a loop seeing 
titles like “Lonely Love,” 
“No Crying” and “Never 
Go Solo.” 

But according to lead 
singer and lyricist Nick 
Thorburn, “I left New York 
after the end of a relation- 
ship and came to Los An- 
geles. 

This record deals with 
loss, with memory and for- 
getting and with dream- 
ing. I started writing it on 
Valentine’s Day, and _ it’s 
coming out on Valentine's 
Day.” 

So while you’re not go- 
ing to get any of the at- 
mospheric weirdness of 
their previous releases, 
what you do have with A 
Sleep And A. Forgetting i 


mature, 
what has already made the 


New VIBRATIONS 


Islands sound so intrigu- 
ing. 

Recorded in less than 
two weeks, the songs have 
an immediacy and a fresh- 
ness to them that defi- 
nitely grows on you with 
multiple listens, Starting 
things off, “In A Dream It 
Seemed Real” is ethereal 
and strangely haunting, 
leading right into the slow- 
burning, soulful “This Is 
Not A Song.” The spare 
nature of the instrumenta- 
tion is an interesting coun- 
terpoint to utterly despair- 
ing lyrics like “If Penny 
rolls away, I will have lost 
everything / In many sub- 
tle ways, I already don’t 
have any- 
thing.” 

While 
Thorn- 
burn = al- 
ludes to 
this al- 
bum __be- 
ing the 
product 
of a break- 
up, it’s 
hard not 
to read a 
little bit of 
inter-band drama in some 
of these songs, considering 
drummer Jamie Thompson 
left the band for the sec- 
ond time prior to their 2010 
tour. 

Most evident of this 
is “Never Go Solo,’ one 
of the most energetic yet 
pointed moments of the 
album with its dark swirls 
of piano and erratic tonal 
shifts. Songs like this are 
why A Sleep And A For- 
getting demands multiple 
listens to really get into 
it — on first try, it seems 
almost offputtingly bleak, 
but by the third spin or so, 
you start to realize how 
well-crafted, | interesting 
and. relatable.this mate- 


ate kath bi pareg geot 


Cflaliges i 


And, as always, they’ve 
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Centerstage’s A Skull a smash hit 


got an ear for catchiness: 
“Lonely Love,” despite its 
depressing title, has a pep- 
py folk-pop feel to it with 
the strums of acoustic gui- 
tar and Thorburn’s crystal- 
line voice. 

And luckily, there’s a 
good amount of tracks 
that shift out of the mood 
of moroseness. “Hall- 
ways” is jam-packed with 
handclaps, jaunty piano 
and upbeat harmonies, 
while “Can’t Feel My 
Face” is easily one of the 
coolest moments here, 
sounding like a cross be- 
tween garage band and 
‘50s pop. 

Meanwhile, though 
stripped- 
down 
and slow, 
“Oh Ma- 
ria” is 
one of the 
album’s 
stand- 
outs, fea- 
turing lit- 
tle more 
thea 
DDO 
burn’s 
warm 
voice and an acoustic gui- 
tar until the piano and. 
cymbals start crashing in. 
This would’ve made an 
amazing closer to the al- 
bum, actually. 

Thorburn has never 
been this revealing and 
honest in his lyricism, and, 
as excellent as Islands’ 
early albums were, all full 
of shimmering pop and 
textures culled from every 
genre of music, they nev- 
ertheless had this sense of 


intimacy. 
It’s an interesting 
trade-off, but, with a 


band that shapeshifts this 
much, who knows where 
they will be on their next 
disc. 


— Melanie Love 


‘who is 


— tgs 


By AAFIA SYED 
For the News-Letter 


A Skull in Connemara, 
currently showing at Cen- 
terstage, is different from 
the usual fun-loving mu- 
sical or romantic drama 
that one usually associ- 
ates with theater. A dark 
comedy, its humor is often 
morbid, and the audience 
questions whether or not 
it was ethical to laugh. 

Written by Martin Mc- 
Donagh, A Skull in Conne- 
mara tells the story of a 
man named Mick, played 
by Si Orborne, whose pro- 
fession involves digging 
up old graves in order to 
make space for new ones. 
If the subject matter itself 
isn’t morbid enough, the 
play itself revolves around 
Mick’s having to dig up not 
just any old dead body but 
his late wife’s. With every 
movement of his shovel into 
the dirt, Mick finds himself 
inevitably digging further 
into the past he has been 
avoiding for so long. Ru- 
mors comes alive regarding 
her death and mysteries un- 
folded... 

Mick’s_ personality is 


predictable throughout 
the play, although his 
emotions are dynamic, 


ranging from intense an- 
ger to crying on stage. His 
nonchalant tone in serious 
or comical situations make 
for a very likeable charac- 
ter. The driving force of 
this play is probably the 
sense of humor and the 
characters that one can 
easily relate to. 

Everyone has a Martin, 
played by Jordan Brown, 
in their lives: essentially, 
a young and reckless boy 
oblivious, con- 
tinually taken advantage 
of and bullied by those 
around him for his naivety. 
He kept the mood of the 
play lighthearted, even 
in times of seriousness. 
The audience wasn’t sure 
whether to be irritated by 
Martin or amused by him, 
and in the end it was a lit- 


Hopkins memes: moronic or memorable? 


LAST TIME | TOUCHED 
A GIRL? 


By KHURRAM ALI 
Staff Writer 


Some time in the last 
week, a new Facebook 
group Johns _ Hopkins 
Memes went viral on the 
newsfeeds of many Hop- 
kins students. The emer- 
gence of the new group is 
part of a larger Facebook 
trend: college students 


across the nation are cre- 
ating “meme pages” to 
spread information about 
their school to others who 
attend. 

Some might be asking, 
“what exactly is a meme?” 
A meme, pronounced 
“meem” and not “me- 
.may” or “may-may,” is 
simply a means of spread- 
ing any sort of information 
through the internet. Some 
of the most popular memes 
are accompanied by pic- 
tures — sometimes a cat 
or cute puppy, a character 
from a movie, a famous ce- 
lebrity or even an ordinary 
person. 

Some of the most pop- 
ular memes on the in- 
ternet include “lolcats,” 
“rickrolling,” “it’s over 
9000!,” “this is SPARTA!,” 
“good guy Greg” and “so- 

cially awkward penguin.” 
Of course, the ingenu- 

_ ity of memes is varied — 
some immediately induce 
laughter and others are 
heartwarming, while oth- 
ers seem to be made by. . 
well, lesser experienced 
internet surfers. 

The Johns Hopkins 
Memes page in particu- 
lar is quite interesting — 
there seems to be a num- 
ber of memes that have 
received recent Facebook 
attention, for better or for 
worse. Some memes seem 
to receive an all around ap- 
plause from the site’s visi- 
tors. 


Consider the “forever 


alone” meme. The picture 
is an example of a face 
from a rage comic draw- 
ing. Explaining the meme 
takes away its comic value, 
but, in any case, the picture 
points out that many Hop- 
kins students are single 
and lonely: “the last time 
I touched a girl — PLAY- 
FAIR!” The picture both 
posits what students: feel 
is a reality on the Hopkins 
campus and, at the same 
time, references an event 
unique to Hopkins, one to 
which many students can 
relate. 

Another — striking- ex- 
ample is the Xzibit meme, 
through which students ex- 
press their frustration with 
Math professors at Johns 
Hopkins. Students believe 
that many of the profes- 
sors in this department are 
unable to communicate ef- 
fectively, especially since 
many aren’t native English 
speakers. Xzibit’s face is 
displayed with the text “Yo 
dawg, I heard you have 
trouble learning math, so I 
hired professors with thick 
accents so you can’t under- 
stand while you don’t un- 
derstand,” making use of 
the meme’s “action is hap- 
pening inside same action” 
motif. 

Some memes are more 
controversial, however. An 


example is one student's . 


use of the “lazy college se- 
nior,” meme, (which is per- 
haps used incorrectly, by 
the way), to convey that at 
Hopkins, when someone's 
house is broken into, it’s 
common behavior to kill 
the intruder. 

Of course, this meme re- 
fers to the September 2009 
break in on East University, 
where a Hopkins student 
used a samurai sword to 
maim the burglar before 
he could get away. 

Some students feel as 


COURTESY OF JOHNS HOPKINS MEMES 
Memes in the group cite memorable freshmen year experiences. 


if this issue should not 
be taken lightly, like the 
meme suggests. Others 
think this is “trolling” be- 
havior, where some post 
comments on _ Internet 
sites just to gain attention 
and cause “flame wars” or 
long and sometimes vitu- 
perative back-and-forth 
argument. Another con- 
troversial message, using 
the “college freshman” 
meme, pokes fun of first- 
time partiers at the Pike 
frat. 

The message is that first- 
timers are likely to get roof- 
ied and then die. Of course, 
some students took offense 
at such a sensitive issue — 
students across the nation 
who have been date raped 
undergo severe trauma, 
and often, deal with de- 
pression and other serious 
mental health issues. So it’s 
clear that either some of 
these memes lack tact, or 
that some are quick to of- 
fend — the ongoing debate 
between internet users 
who value free speech and 


those who value what they 
deem to be “responsible 
speech.” 

But what is interest- 
ing is that perhaps these 
memes contain messages 
that are important for stu- 
dents at Johns Hopkins. 
Maybe they contain snip- 
pets of criticism that stu- 
dents truly value. In that 
case, can memes be used 
to bring about change at 


COURTESY OF WWW.CCENTERSTAGE.COM 
Si Orbone (left) and Jordon Brown (right) star in this dark comedy. 


tle bit of both. 

Martin’s brother, Thom- 
as, played by Richard 
Thieriot, is a police officer, 
in charge of overseeing 
the excavation of the re- 
mains of Mick’s dead wife, 
Una. He isn’t just any ordi- 
nary police officer, but the 
stereotypical bumbling 
idiot who views himself in 
a kinder light than anyone 
else around him, consider- 
ing himself some kind of 
genius detective and over- 
analyzing the most mean- 
ingless of situations. 

The three final char- 
acters were Maryjohnny, 
Martin and Thomas’s 
grandmother, played by 
Barbara Kingsley. Her 
drunken, self righteous 
comments open up the 
play and contribute to the 
audience’s understanding 
of the setting. 

The story takes place in 
a small town in Ireland. 
Although the thick Irish 
accents were difficult to de- 
cipher at first, one was able 
to comprehend the. dia- 
logue more comfortably by 
the second act of the play 
and effortlessly by the end 
of it. The dialogue itself is 
realistic in that it was quick 
and witty, as opposed to 
dramatic or over the top, 
with jokes often dispersed 
throughout; keeping up 
with them keeps the audi- 
ence listening carefully. 
The set created a wonder- 
fully spooky atmosphere, 
with light creeping in from 
in between wooden panels 
in the background and an- 
tique looking furniture. 

There was one aspect of 
the set that separated it from 


any other play and was 
unique to A Skull in Conne- 
mara. Two of the actual 
graves were underneath the 
stage, and half of a charac- 
ter’s body could disappear 
underneath the stage if he 
stepped inside, creating an 
incredibly realistic image of 
being underground. 

The dirt being flung 
about seemed to be real 
and was tossed with such 
finesse that not one grain 
landed on the audience, 
the first row of whom were 
quite close to the small 
stage. The highlight of 
the play might have been 
a short spooky scene in 
which Mick and Martin 
are smashing skulls with 
hammers to the sound of 
classical music playing in 
the background; bits of 
bone and skull flew with 
each smash of a hammer 
and made the audience 
jump with shock and sur- 
prise at the noise. 

The range of emotions 
the audience felt through- 
out the play was very wide. 
Th®' audience laughed in 
unison and then’ minutes 
later held their breath due 
to the tension caused by 
the scene taking place. 

The audience itself con- 
sisted entirely of elderly 
folk, but that in no way 
means that A Skull in Conne- 
mara is not a play for college 
students to enjoy. It was 
a nice change from going 
to the movies in that there 
was no barrier between the 
audience and the story and 
the distance between the 
two was almost nonexis- 
tent, creating a much more 
interactive experience. 


Hopkins? 

More importantly, 
what if students took 
this information and 


did something about it? 
It might make sense for 
students to gauge each 
other’s needs and use that 
information to make a 
more appropriate presen- 
tation to administrators 
who could help facilitate 
change. Who knows? 

Maybe we should take 
all the frustration on Face- 
book, and move it to ad- 
ministrators who could 
help. Or maybe I’m just be- 
ing a Push it Somewhere 
Else Patrick. 


Buttered Niblets let the 


raunch rip this V-Day 


NIBLETS, From B3 


pudding and she was tak- 
ing place in psychologi- 


Kraicer and 
Myers stood 
behind 
Zucker and 


performed 
renditions of 
the excuses. 
Zucker, hilariously oblivi- 
ous, would turn around 
and yell at them for mak- 
ing ridiculous gestures 
and not working. 

The first two Rosen 
got fairly easily, and the 
last one needed help from 
one of the players not in- 
volved. Sophomore Jen 
Diamond had to call in 
as the supervisor, claim- 
ing that Rosen was tricky 
and that she would really 
“psych you out.” 

The audience would 
give her hints by telling her 
when she was getting hot or 
cold. This interaction really 


scenes. 


truly memorable 
and hysterical 


helped bring the show home. 


Much to the Niblets’ 


credit, they openly turned 
cal experiment at the FFC. down suggestions from 


Rosen then the mem- 
had to talk bers of their 
to her boss, rou and 
Zucker, Lhey were able to pa: ee 
who helped take suggestions their friends 
to give her : who were 
some clues from different in the audi- 
as to why : ence. It is 
she was late. S€CUlons of the au- nice to know 

Kaplan, dience and create that they 


want to hear 
from other 
students. 

It is also 
nice to know 
that _ their 
friends sup- 
port and come to perfor- 
mances even if it is not their 
turn to perform in a show. 
They were able to take sug- 
gestions from different sec- 
tions of the audience and 
create truly memorable 
and hysterical scenes. 

Watching a_ perfor- 
mance by one of the groups 
on campus is always the 
most entertaining way to 
spend your Friday or Sat- 
urday night. 

This is where students 
can see their friends on 
stage and appreciate the 
many diverse talents of 
students at Hopkins. 
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CARTOONS, ETC. 


in Stoll Li 
Blue Jay Brigade By Kevin Stoll Li 


How the h*ll did Penn’s Med 

School beat mine in ranking?! ?!! You called Johnny. 

My Med School has always held 
- top spot!!! (well after Harvard.) 


What? Oh my Med School is not that high. Why have you low ranking colleges 


i me? 
7 y You must be talking about my snobby summon 
How did your Med School beat mine? 8 


brother. 


Casey why do I always find you laying around? If you 
have time to read comics and manga then you have ; 

do you want to go to? ogy 
time to volunteer at the Medical Campus. You know M : J Cell! Blot 
Med Schools want you to have volunteer experience. 


Okay get ready Hey Tran how is ROTC 
Hey Jessie what med school ~ ; cing for yon bi Seni aght 


I'm gonna to defeat you! 


It's damn great! 
I got to ride a tank 
in lab last week and 
this week we are 
firing RPGs. 


Oh, well whatever one 
I get accepted to. 


"University of San Diego 


Yeah I know but I have 


But first I need to get 
no time during the day, 


the lectures from 
Then why don't you 2 ; Black Bond ai) 
volunteer at night? oh what's this? 
Hello ; / 
JHU Confessions. | | \ So how is ROTC going 
i for you over there at 
Johnny Hopkins? 


T mean do you notice that when pre-meds first come to 
Hopkins they say “I plan to go to my dream 
med school” but by the time they apply <% 
they say “I will go to any med school 
that accepts me.” 


Are you kidding? Then I'll 
miss my nightly Big Bang Theory 
and Colbert Report. 


6 Hours later. 


Remember we don't have 
enough toy rifles to go 

around so you MSIs hold 
up your hand like a pistol. 


Really lowering 
the bar 
aren't we? 


Hey... well that's just because... Hopkins... uh 
Well you're one to talk... Don't you have a Wass obcin. sy. Beri cociug 
Cell Bio midterm to study for?! Yeah... we are doing 
about the same. 
Well this was kinda expected after seeing 


those Cell Bia grades from last year pasted 
an JHU Confessions. 


Spring Break Planning List ; By Katie Mann 


Tiny Equines That I Own 


Pee PKs) Ai ye Dans Tang t (Gale Wee th 


Pies Deh! Y! VEG eticee yes hi 


Already Spring. Break Planning? 


To Do List: 


CI Decide if going home or away 


] Planning with Friends 
(] Where to go? 
C] Type of weather? 


C1 Looking at ticket prices 
CL] Planes 
C] Trains 


LJ Buses an er ie OR AN ea Rs eT T= ES 


WiN. oY nidbentA sel Bun: Tein 
APPLEJACK CELESTIA LUNA 
DISCORD FLUTTERSHY RARITY 
PINKIEPIE RAINBOWDASH 

SPIKE TWILIGHT DERPYHOOVES 


Not doing anything until the very last moment | 
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SCIENCE & TECHNOLOGY 


Alzheimer’s symptoms Scientists poised to reach buried Antarctic lake 
reversed using drug 


By VARUN PATEL 


For The \e ws Letter 


By ERICK SUN 
Stall Writer 


Amidst the slow crawl 
of life in Antarctica, from 
the strut of the Emperor 
Penguin to the waddle of 
the Weddell Seal out of 
water, there is a flurry of 
activity by scientists from 
Russia’s Artic and Antarc- 
tic Research Institute, as 
they attempt to reach an 
ice-buried lake which sits 
two miles beneath the sur- 
face. 

But of the millions of 
lakes on Earth, what makes 
this one dubbed Lake 
Vostok so special? Accord- 
ing to calculations by re- 
searchers, the lake may be 
up to 14 million years old 
with its waters reaching an 

_ age of one million years. 
is estimated that by 2050, | Furthermore, underneath 
approximately 16 million | the frigid Antarctic atmo- 
Americans will be suffer- | sphere, Vostok has been 
ing from AD. sealed off from sunlight for 
AD is the sixth leading | over 1,000 years. Thus, the 
cause of death in the United | potential for unique life 
States and the only cause of | forms adapted to not only fs! eae 
death among the top 10 in | cold environments but also kaa et ores ie 
America without a way to | lightless ones is enough to ; COURTESY OF WWWNSIDCORG 
prevent, cure or even slow | make any biologist sali- The Antarctic lake has been hidden from sunlight for over 1,000 years and may contain unique life forms. 
its progression. Between | vate. 
2000 and 2008, mortality Work on Lake Vostok of- 
rates for AD increased ficially began in 1999; how- 
Ser ALZHEIMER’S, Pace B8 ever, the story goes back 
as far as the early 1970's. 
At that time, Russia be- 
gan drilling into the Ant- 
arctic ice searching for air 
bubbles caught in the ice, 
giving atmospheric freeze 
frames at different times of 
the planet's history. 


two hallmarks of the dis- 
ease, the other being the 
abnormal tangles created 
by Tau protein. A-beta itself 
is not problematic; in fact, 
all human brains produce 
A-beta, but, in healthy in- 
dividuals, enzymes break 
the fragments down with 
help from a protein called 
Apolipoprotein E (ApoE). 
According to the AI- 
zheimer’s Association, 5.4 
million Americans are liv- 
ing with AD today. One 
in eight Americans aged 
65 and over, and nearly 
half of people aged 85 and 
older have the disease. Ev- 
ery 69 seconds, another 
American develops AD. It 


According to the study 
published in the journal 
Science, neuroscientists 
at Case Western Reserve 
University School of Medi- 
cine have found a promis- 
ing drug that reversed the 
cognitive, social and olfac- 
tory deficits and improved 
the neuronal circuit func- 
tion in mice caused by 
the onset of Alzheimer’s 
disease (AD). Bexarotene, 
FDA approved for cancer 
treatment, is the miracu- 
lous drug of this study, 
Scientists knew that the 
bexarotene activates a pro- 
tein that helps switch on 
the ApoE gene. Thus, they 
hypothesized that bex- 
arotene would enhance 
normal A-beta clearance 
mechanism by inducing 
ApoE expression. 

Although 


the exact 
cause of the disease is yet 
unknown, the build-up 
protein called Amyloid- 
beta (A-beta), which leads 
to the development of am- 
yloid plaques, is one of the 


dom are now also working 
to reach the lake. Because 
the Russian drilling proj- 
ect was not originally de- 
signed for sampling water 
beneath the ice, the latest 
reports from the site say 
their work is progressing 
at only 5.7 feet per day. 
However, both the U.S. 
and U.K. have begun moy- 


been long and ‘difficult, the 
possibilities that lie under 
all that ice makes the ef- 
fort worthwhile for scien- 
tists such as John Priscu, 
a microbiologist from the 
University of. Montana. 
Priscu has been keeping 
in close contact with the 
Russian team, and, regard- 
less of who gets the first 


cannot withdraw samples 
soon, they will have to stop 
work for two whole years 
until the next time summer 
reaches the South Pole. And 
while the thought of work- 
ers stranded in the frozen 
tundra may remind some 
people of movies such as 
Shackleton in 2002 or The 
Thing in 1982 and 2011, the 


| But when the team ing  state-ofthe-art drill- teamhasremainedinclose sample, whether it be the 
found evidence of a lake ing equipment to Antarc- contact with headquarters Russians, the Brits or the 
present beneath all that ticaand planondrilling as in St. Petersburg and has Americans, he knows that 


soon as 2013. When the two 
teams do start working, 
they will be able to reach 


ice, and satellite detection 
confirmed their findings, 
researchers knew it was 


given assurances that they 
are safe and sound. 
While the work 


what researchers find may 
blow the minds of scien- 


has _ tists across the globe. 


ity displays, which allow 


generated images overlaid 


COURTESY OF WWWLAWRENCE.COM 
Improved function was observed in the hippocampus of the brain. 


31) contact lenses may be available as soon as 2014 


By CATIE PAUL 
Staff Writer 


For the 20 percent of 18 
to 34-year-olds who wear 
contact lenses, high-tech 
applications will soon be 
available in a very small 
form. The Washington- 
based company Innovega 
focuses on connecting eye- 
wear with digital media 
and is currently develop- 
ing full-color megapixel 
displays that can be viewed 
using contact lenses. 

The goal of Innovega 
is to find a way to project 
complex displays, such as 
virtual reality and aug- 
mented reality, to some- 
one’s eyes without the 
need to wear bulky head- 
gear such as helmets. This 
would provide greater con- 
venience and functional- 
ity for consumers of many 
different products, such 


as cell phones and games. © 


Researchers claim that the 
displays projected on the 
lenses have a screen size 
equal to that of a 240-inch 
television when viewed 
from 10 feet away. Also, 
the contact lenses project a 
slightly different picture to 
each eye, which creates the 
illusion of 3D. 

These displays would 
have a variety of differ- 
ent purposes. Mainly, they 
could be used in conjunc- 
tion with mobile devices 
to give users a better look 


will be able to be used by 


the military. A few specific 
uses for the contact lenses 
in a military environment 
are to assist soldiers who 
pilot the drones looking 
for bombs, to help medics 
who need to get informa- 
tion about injured soldiers 
quickly and to aid soldiers 
on the ground that need 
unobstructed vision but 
also data and maps of the 
area. 

Medically, these contact 
lenses could assist people 
with vision problems such 
as macular degeneration, 
which is a disease that 
compromises the retina’s 
ability to pick up on de- 


big. Vostok stretches up to 
155 miles long and 50 miles 
wide in some spots and a 
deep as 1,600 feet. Of the 
400-something below-ice 
lakes discovered on Ant- 
arctica, Lake Vostok is by 
far the largest. 

Teams from the United 
States and United King- 


tails. This disease affects 
about 10 million people in 
the United States. 

Other researchers have 
also’ looked into contact 
lenses with displays. Sci- 
entists at the University 
of Washington conducted 
research about putting vir- 
tual displays into contact 
lenses back in 2008, but 
could only manage to proj- 


ect one or two pixels and ° 


_only for a short amount of 


time. However, they took a 
different approach, encap- 
sulating LEDs inside the 
lens. 

Innovega’s main target 
audience is the 100 million 
people who already wear 


at the screen. Other appli- |" 


cations include watching 
videos, playing games and 


creating augmented real- 
users to view computer- 


over the real world. © 
- Innovega __ researchers 


, also hope that their device 


¥ 


COURTESY OF WWWNEBRASKA.AOA.ORG 
The aim is to portray virtual and augmented reality. without headgear. 


. the lenses will most likely 
' be in 2014 to the defense 


the ice in a matter of days 
with their hot-water drills 


and bring up water sam- _ 


ples within 24 hours. 

One concern is that as | 
temperatures drop lower 
and lower, aircraft will no 
longer be able to operate 
in the frigid environment. 
As a result, if researchers 


contact lenses, particularly 
those between the ages of 
18 and 34. Eventually, the 
designers hope that users 
can simply change pre- 


scriptions to Innovega’s 
contact lenses. 
However, for those 


who don’t want to worry 
about inserting and re- 
moving contact lenses ev- 
ery day, researchers also 
plan to develop lenses 
that could be directly 
implanted into custom- 
ers’ eyes. This would be 
performed similarly to a 
cataract operation, where 
part of the patient’s own 
lens is replaced with the 
contact lens. In addition 
to providing customers 
with all the displays that 
would be available on the 
contact lens, it would also 
improve the patient’s vi- 
sion. This process would 
be useful for the vision- 
impaired and also for sol- 
diers, who don’t want to 
have to worry about con- 
tact lenses. 
The company exhibited 
the lenses in January at the 
International Consumer 
Electronics Show in Los 
Vegas. Innovega plans to 
put out the first prototypes 
of their devices throughout 
2012 and 2013. This year, 
they are also planning to 
get FDA approval to manu- 
facture the lenses commer- 
cially. The first release’ of. 


community and those with 
vision problems. Eventu- 
ally, in 2014 and 2015 In- 
novega wants to release 
the lenses to the general 
public, hopefully after 
reaching deals with other 
companies, such as gam- 


By MELANIE HSU 
Staff Writer 


Schizophrenia _ severs 
one’s connection to reality 
by inhibiting perception of 
real voices, leaving the pa- 
tient at the mercy of his or 
her inner voice. A research 
team at the University of 
Borgen recently elucidated 
the neural basis of these 
auditory _ hallucinations, 
using their findings to de- 
velop an electronic applica- 
tion that may help patients 
to better cope with schizo- 
phrenia’s symptoms. 

According to Dr. Ken- 
neth Hugdahl, auditory 
hallucinations appear very 
real to the schizophrenic, 
as if someone were stand- 
ing in close proximity and 
speaking to the patient. At 
the same time, the patient 
is unable to hear the voices 
of people who are actually 
present. tet 

What makes voices 
pathological has to do with 
the frequency of, their re- 
currence. People tend to 
hear their names spoken in 
a crowd because the brain 
is primed to receive infor- 
mation that is of unique 


ing companies. — 


importance to the indi- 


a 


_ co ‘TY PESOFSCHIZOPHRENIA. NET 
Schizophrenic patients experience seemingly real auditory hallucinations. 


Device helps schizophrenia 
pattents block out voices 


COURTESY OF WWWITY 


vidual. Occasionally, the 
brain slips up and recon- 
structs unrelated sounds 
into a false perception of 
the person’s name. For the 
schizophrenic, however, 
the inner voices can be a 
recurring and_ relentless 
plague. 

One of the most com- 


- mon symptoms of schizo- 


phrenia, auditory _ hal- 
lucinations, go beyond 
mistakenly hearing one’s 
name in a crowd. The hal- 
lucinations can manifest 
in a variety of ways, from 
a running commentary of 
a person's thoughts to a 
voice ordering him or her > 
to commit suicide. The 
powerful emotions expe- 
rienced by some patients 
may increase the frequen- 
cy of these verbal messag- 
es, leading to feelings of 
distress and helplessness. 
Dr. Hugdahl and col- 
leagues have attempted to 
better understand these 
hallucinations using a 
variety of neuroimag- 
ing techniques, including 
functional magnetic reso- 
nance imaging technology 
(fMRI). They found that in 
healthy patients, the per- 
See SCHIZOPHRENIA, pace B8 


COURTESY OF WWWMIUMARKETING.NL 
The drastic cognitive improvement is promising for human treatment. 


Memory restored in 
Alzheimer’s study 


ALZHEIMER'S, From B7 
by 66 percent, whereas the 
mortality rates for other 
major diseases, including 
heart diseases, decreased. 

For years, scientists and 
doctors have searched for 
the cure of this disease, 
which has resulted in no 
fruitful outcomes. Accord- 
ing to the National Insti- 
tute of Health, as of 2012, 
more than 1,000 clinical 
trials have been or are 
being conducted to find 
ways to treat AD, but so 
far we have been able to 
treat only symptoms of the 
disease. 

The results of the study 
were impressive; in two 
months old mice with 
Alzheimer’s-like condi- 
tion, within six hours of 
administering the drug, 
brain interstitial fluid A- 
beta40 and A-beta42 levels 
were rapidly reduced, with 
25 percent reduction by 24 
hours. There was a 30 per- 
cent reduction in soluble 
A-bea levels throughout 14 
days treatment and 40 per- 
cent reduction in insoluble 
A-beta level 72 hours post 
drug administration with 
progressive decrease over 
subsequent 14 days. Total 
A-beta plaques were re- 


duced by nearly 75 percent 
after 14 days of treatment. 
Similar results were ob- 
tained in older mice, indi- 
cating that the bexarotene 
works efficiently in both 
early and later stages of AD 
in mouse model. 

The drug rapidly re- 
stored cognition and mem- 
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By IAN YU 


Managing Editor 


Depicting the interac- 
tions of the greater cosmic 
world, a computer-gener- 
ated illustration by a Hop- 
kins researcher has won 
the National Science Foun- 
dation’s 2011 Science and 
Engineering Visualization 
Challenge in the “Informa- 
tional Posters and Graph- 
ics” category. Miguel An- 
gel Aragon, an associate 
research scientist at the 
Hopkins Department of 
Physics and Astronomy, 
based the poster on differ- 
ent views of the structure 
and dynamics of the Uni- 
verse. 

“Dark matter drives the 
development of structure 
in the universe,” Aragon 
said, explaining how the 
dynamics of the Universe 
driven by gravity are domi- 
nated by dark matter. From 
top to bottom, the poster 
spans 240 million light 
years, with actual images 
of galaxies used in the far 
right frame. According to 
Aragon, dark matter simu- 
lations were the basis for 
the placement of the galax- 


| ies in his image. While not 


ory, which were assessed | 
by contextual fear condi- | 
tioning. Also, mice treated | 


with bexarotene for 
days exhibited improved 
hippocampal function, 
which was assessed by 
Morris water maze perfor- 


72 hours post treatment 
with bexarotene nest con- 
struction behavior was re- 
stored in mice. And finally, 
nine days og treatment of 
bexarotene __ significantly 
improved the odor habitu- 
ation behavior in mice. 
Ultimately, bexaro- 
tene has the potential to 
help more than 36 million 


- people suffering from Al- 


zheimer’s disease world- 
wide. Plus, the drug has a 
good safety and side-effect 
profile. According to the 
authors of the study, there 
is a plan to launch a clini- 
cal trial of the drug as soon 
as possible. 


90 | 


actually visible or physi- 
cally detectable, dark mat- 
ter is the most abundant 
matter in the universe. 

In creating the poster, 
titled “The Cosmic Web,” 
Aragon portrayed the way 
the universe is organized 


| due to dark matter’s influ- 
mance. Furthermore, just | 


ence. “The poster shows 
the structures in the uni- 
verse, the dynamic struc- 
ture of the universe and 
the galaxies, how every- 
thing is connected and 
how everything is related 
to each other,” he said. 
Aragon’s poster, which 
he developed in collabo- 
ration with colleagues Ju- 
lieta Aguilera, graphic and 
interaction designer, and 
Mark Subbarao, director 
of visualization of Chi- 
cago’s Adler Planetarium, 
was featured on the front 
cover of the Feb. 3rd edi- 
tion of the journal Science. 
Aragon’s_ research, sup- 


Schizophrenics to benefit irom device 


SCHIZOPHRENIA, From B7 
ception of speech was ac- 
companied by the spon- 
taneous activation of neu- 
rons in the upper region of 
the left temporal lobe. 

From these findings, Dr. 
Hugdahl theorized that 
neural activity in this area 
would be somewhat in- 
creased, or even doubled, 
in schizophrenic patients. 
Instead, the team found 
that activity in the upper 
left temporal lobe ceased 
altogether in the presence 
of an inner voice. 

Dr. Hugdahl and his col- 
leagues, Kristina Kompus 
and René Westerhausen, 
followed up with a meta- 
analysis of 23 studies. The 
researchers looked at spon- 
taneous inner-voice trig- 
gered neural activation in 
patients with schizophre- 
nia or the stimulatory re- 
action prompted by actual 
sounds in healthy, as well 
as schizophrenic subjects. 

Through their examina- 
tion, the researchers dis- 
covered that most papers 
reported either the percep- 
tion of inner voices was ac- 
companied by a spontane- 
ous activation of neurons, 
or the patients’ perception 
of actual voices was sup- 
pressed when inner voices 
were simultaneously pres- 
ent. Hugdahl and his col- 
leagues are the first to see 
the connection between 
these seemingly separate 
phenomena. 

Further analysis re- 
vealed that one phenom- 
enon was caused by the 
other; when neurons are 
activated by inner voices, 
the perception of outside 
speech is inhibited. This 
relationship exists because 
the preoccupied neurons 
are unable to properly pro- 


__ COURTESY OF WWW. WWWEITNESS-PASSION.COM 
The new device helps schizophrenic patients block out their inner voice. 


cess speech coming from 
the external environment. 
The findings may explain 
why schizophrenics lose 
touch with reality and 
close themselves off when 
experiencing _hallucina- 
tions. 

As further support for 
why schizophrenic _ pa- 
tients become consumed 
by their inner voices, Hug- 
dahl and colleagues found 
that the frontal lobe did 
not function normally in 
patients with schizophre- 
nia. The result is pogrer 
impulse control and an in- 
ability to block out halluci- 
nations. 

While everyone hears 
inner voices or melodies 
from time to time, non- 
schizophrenic _ patients 
are better at tuning out 
these internal voices. To 
help patients learn to sup- 


press their inner voices, Dr. 
Hugdahl’s team developed 
an application for mobile 
phones and other simple 
electronic devices. The ap- 
plication broadcasts simple 
speech sounds via head- 
phones and plays differ- 
ent sounds in each ear. The 
patient must learn to hear 
the sound in one ear while 
blocking out the sound in 
the other. 

So far, the application 
has been tested on two pa- 
tients with schizophrenia. 
The results are promising; 
while the voices are still 
there, the patients report 
feeling that they have more 
control over the voices. The 
patients are able to actively 
shift their focuses from the 
inner voices to external 


sounds, a possible break-” 


through in the treatment of 
schizophrenia. 


FEBRUARY 16, 2012 


_« JHU researcher wins Visualization Challenge 


This cosmological pure dark matter simulation spans 24 
million light years in vertical scale. From left to right the 
PiTantel hikelancm e-tilete fom Lele Larel-lavansolatell (Kolarm-Ik-m->42) (oltre) 

to visualize different representations of the Cosmic Web. 


ported by the Gordon and 
Betty Moore Foundation, 
involves mapping out the 
universe and improving 
our understanding of in- 
teractions between galax- 
ies. “We are basically do- 
ing a Google Maps of the 
universe, where you have 
roads that are like fila- 
ments that are connected 
to clusters, which would be 
like cities,” he said. 

“We have algorithms 
that make a network of 
structures, and then we 
are using these structures 
to understand the relation 
between the cosmic world 
on very large scales and 
the galaxies that are inside 
them.” 4 

The images Aragon 
used for his poster come 
from material he had pre- 
pared for a paper, which he 
anticipates to submit this 
week. Supplying the im- 
ages and the theory behind 
what he wanted to portray, 
Aragon relied on Aguilera 
and Subbarao to bring it al- 
together in a unifying way 
for his poster. 

The National Science 
Foundation and _ Science 
created the Visualization 
Challenge nine years ago 
in an effort to get scientists 


COURTESY OF MIGUEL ARAGON 
Aragon’s poster, which can be viewed in full at zoom.it/Boj2, explains the structural influence of dark matter. 


to better communicate 
their work to the general 
public through visuals. 
Other categories in the 
Visualization Challenge 
include videos, interactive 
games, photography and 
illustrations. 

Honorable mention in 
the Informational Posters 
and Graphics category in- 
cludes a detailed depiction 
of the Ebola virus and its 


molecular components, put 
together by a team of Rus- 
sian scientists. The People’s 
Choice, new to the compe- 
tition this year in allowing 
the public to weigh in on 
the entries, went to a group 
from the National Institute 
of Allergy and Infectious 
Disease who explained 
the parts, structure and 
function of a Transmission 
Electron Microscope. 


COURTESY OF VISUAL SCIENCE 


A poster developed by Visual Science details the Ebola virus structure. 


Engineered clothing will include gadgets 


By DAN CADEL 
Staff Writer 


Electronic devices in 
the past few decades have 
increasingly been focused 
on portability and ease 
of use. Look at the Apple 
iPod: the earliest iPod of- 
fered the ability to store 
thousands of songs on a 
pocket-sized device. Since 
then, the basic premise of a 
small music player has per- 
sisted, with features such 
as touch-screen and voice 
control, giving the user a 
better experience. 

However, what if in- 
stead of taking a device 
out of your pocket to swipe 
your finger on the screen, 
all you had to do was 
swipe your pocket? Based 
on a set of recent papers 
published in Smart Materi- 
als and Structures and the 
Journal of the Electrochemical 
Society, this scenario may 
soon become a reality. 

A typical electronic sys- 
tem requires three main 
things: a power supply, 
a suite of sensors and ac- 
tuators and some control- 
ling electronic circuitry. 
Maksim Skorobogatiy, a 
researcher at the Ecole 


Polytechnique de Montreal 


in Canada, has developed 
one and two-dimensional 
touch pads and integrated 
batteries in woven textiles. 

The batteries were made 
using lithium ion technol- 
ogy, though packaged in 
very thin, narrow strips, 


which were woven into 
textiles. The sensors were 
made in a similar way, by 
making capacitors in the 
form of long strings. The 
new fibers measure touch 
location by  character- 
izing the ‘AC signal pro- 
duced when touched at a 
given location. When a 
hand touches a touchpad, 
a small amount of elec- 
tric charge is transferred, 
resulting in a signal that 
can be exploited to con- 
trol some other actuator. 
For example, swiping on a 
screen may result in head- 
phones increasing volume. 

Touchpads in use to- 
day also rely on capaci- 
tors, though they typically 


COURTESY OF WWWINANOVATION.COM 


have a large planar array 
of small capacitors, each 
of which reacts to a touch 
in a precise location. The 
2D touchpad produced by 
Skorobogatiy instead fea- 
tures a woven configura- 
tion of 1D capacitive fibers. 
By aligning the fibers into 
a dense textile, location of 
a touch can be accurately 
measured. 

Until fundamental cir- 
cuitry elements can be 
made compatible with 
textiles, traditional elec- 
tronic packaging will still 
be required. However, the 
potential for flexible power 
sources and human inter- 
faces is a promising indica- 
tor. 


Soft and flexible fibers can potentially form wearable touch screens. 
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Location of future supercontinent predicted 


By RACHEL WITKIN 


Managing Editor 


Ever look at a map and 
wonder what it would be 
like if South America and 
Africa still fit together like 
puzzle pieces in one mas- 
sive supercontinent? Ge- 
ologists had previously 
thought that the next su- 
percontinent would either 
form in the same place as 
the prior one, Pangaea, or 
on the complete opposite 
side of the world. 


Yale geologist Ross 
Mitchell and his team, 
however, think that the 
next supercontinent, 


which Mitchell dubbed 
Amasia, will form over the 
Arctic Ocean. 

There have been as 
many as four superconti- 
nents in the Earth’s history, 
and most scientists agree 
that there is another one in 
Earth’s future, most likely 
in the next 50 million to 
200 million years. 

Some scientists _ be- 
lieve that this will occur 
through introversion, 
which is when the young, 
Atlantic Ocean would 
close to essentially recre- 
ate a futuristic Pangaea, 
which was centered over 


Africa. 
Other scientists have an 
extroversion hypothesis, 


where the older Pacific 
Ocean would close com- 
pletely, forming a super- 
continent on the other side 
of the Earth. 

Mitchell and his team 
believe that the next super- 


Present day 


continent, named Amasia 
for the convergence of the 
Americas with Asia, will 
form according to their or- 
thoversion model. 

They came up with this 
model by looking at past 
supercontinents to see how 
far apart they had been 
from each other. Mitchell’s 
team examined the magne- 
tism of ancient rocks to de- 
termine the previous pat- 
terns of continental plate 
motion. 

Through their model- 
ing, they found that there 
was a distance of 90 de- 
grees between Pangaea 
and its predecessor, Ro- 


S200 million years ago| 


-~ 


Researchers schematically compare 


COURTESY OF ROSS MITCHELL 
supercontinents over Earth's history. 


Speculation ~100 million 


years into the future 


dinia, which existed one 
billion years ago. There 
was also a distance of 90 
degrees between Rodinia 
and Nuna, which formed 
1.8 billion years ago. 

Due to those measure- 
ments, Mitchell and his 
team inferred that the 
next continent will also be 
90 degrees away from the 
previous continent, which 
is called orthoversion. In- 
stead of forming over the 
Pacific or over the Atlan- 
tic, this model predicts 
that Amasia will form as 
a result of the closing of 
the Arctic and Caribbean 
Seas. 

Mitchell sees his predic- 
tion as a middle ground 
between the introversion 
and extroversion theories. 
Instead of the new super- 
continent existing zero de- 
grees or 180 degrees from 
Pangaea, this one will be 
90 degrees from the former 
supercontinent. 

Nevertheless, Mitchell’s 
theory is only a-model,,, 
Hopkins University’s Earth 
and Planetary Sciences 
professor Peter Olson feels 
that any type of prediction 
about the future has to be 
determined by the past, 
which is what Mitchell’s 
study is based on. 

However, he thinks 
that, since the study is 
focusing so far into the 
future, there is no way to 
know what trends will 
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COURTESY OF ROSS MITCHELL 
The birds eye-view shows location of Amasia supercontinent over the Arctic Sea as Mitchell hypothesized. 


actually be repeated. Ol- 
son is particularly con- 
cerned about the fact that 
Mitchell’s theory involves 
a change in plate tectonic 
patterns, as North Amer- 
ica is currently moving 
away from Europe. 

These current trends 
most likely support the 
extroversion theory. “He's 
not arguing that the cur- 
rent trends will produce 
this; he’s arguing that 
some expected trends will 
produce this anticipated 
trend,” Olson said. 

“If the current trends 
need to be modified, even 


if you have a good reason | 


why they are going to be 
modified, you're still ask- 
ing for a modification. And 
that’s where their predic- 
tion becomes more prob- 
lematic.” 

While there is no way 
to tell exactly where the 
next supercontinent will 
occur, Mitchell believes 
that studying these trends 
is important because they. 
contribute to the scientific 
knowledge of how conti- 
nental plates move. 

“There are numerous 
implications of our result, 
with relevance both to our 
concepts of the internal 


workings of the Earth and | 


to the better understand- 
ing of its changing sur- 
face geography,” Mitchell 
wrote in an email to The 
News-Letter. 


Researchers use MRI 
to peer into batteries 


By LILY NEWMAN 


Editor-in-Chief 


Exploding batteries are 
not what you want to hear 
about when there is a cell- 
phone in every pocket and 
bag. So a team of research- 
ers has developed a diag- 
nostic method for figur- 
ing out why batteries fail. 
Instead of cutting into the 
batteries and _ potentially 
destroying evidence in the 
process, the new tech nique 
uses an MRI to give a non- 
invasive picture of what’s 
going on. 

If medical dramas 
have taught us anything, 
though, it’s that patients 
with metal rods in their 
legs can’t get MRIs. So it 
may seem odd to put a bat- 
tery in the giant magnet 
machine. The researchers, 
who published their find- 
ings in Nature Materials 
this week, had some prop- 
erties of matter on their 
side, though. 

For one thing, many 
metals are not magnetic 
and can actually cause 
more problems by warp- 
ing images than by flying 
across the room. “Most 
metals are actually non- 
magnetic,” Alexej  Jer- 
schow, a contributor to the 
research from NYU, said. 
“But metal does distort 
images in MRI so that is 
something we have to pay 
attention to. We had to be 
very careful with how the 
battery is oriented with re- 
spect to the apparatus.” 

The group, comprised 
of researchers from Cam- 
bridge, Stony Brook and 
New York University, used 
their technique to look at 
the electrodes of lithium ion 
batteries. MRI radio waves 
cannot penetrate very. far 
into metal, but the research- 
ers actually took advantage 
of this to focus on identify- 
ing subtle surface changes 
in the batteries that might 
cause problems. 

The researchers thought 
to use MRIs because other 
noninvasive _ techniques, 
such as neutron imaging, 
that shoot subatomic par- 
ticles through running 


| batteries to gather: data 


are complicated and have 
drawbacks. 

In testing their method, 
the researchers found that 
microstructure build-up, 
or gunk, was accumulat- 
ing on the electrodes after 
repeated charging. They 
looked at how this might 
be affecting the perfor- 
mance of the batteries by 
using the MRI data to pro- 
duce __ three-dimensional 
figures for analysis. Some 
represented the “pristine 
state” of the lithium be- 
fore charging and others 
showed its disturbed state 
after charging. 

“It is a very good ex- 
ample of a technique that I 
suspect will be used quite 
a bit in trying to improve 
current technologies,” 
Tyrel McQueen, a solid 
state and inorganic chem- 
istry researcher at Hopkins 
said. 

He pointed out, though, 
that the method may un- 
earth limitations in addi- 
tion to facilitating advanc- 
es. “Batteries on the one 
hand are. amazing technol- 
ogy, because I look at what 
the lithium ion battery is 
capable of today and a de- 
cade ago that would have 
been unheard of. But on 
the other hand I think one 
has to be careful in not 
putting batteries where 
they don’t have strength.” 

With batteries being 
called on to power increas- 
ingly demanding devices, 
their shortcomings are be- 
come more apparent. Their 
longevity, capacity and 
ability to recharge quickly 
are all limited. And for 
large instruments like cars 
an additional problem is 
the rate at which energy 


__can exit the battery for ac- 


celeration. rele 

“T definitely think this 
is a big step forward,” 
Jerschow said. “It’s open- 
ing a new field where you 
have new abilities to assess 
batteries and look inside 
them. There are limitations 
of sensitivity, but its big- 
gest strength is that you 
can make nondestructive 
measurements and we will 
go as far as we can with 
that.” 


Usage of marijuana doubles chances of severe motor vehicle accidents 


By MELANIE HSU 
Staff Writer 


Forget about the joys of 
pot: driving within three 
hours after smoking mari- 
juana increases your like- 
lihood of causing a severe 
car crash. 

Thanks to observational 
studies done by researchers 
in Canada, the world’s most 


The study obtained 
its results through blood 
samples and self-report. It 
focused on accidents that 
occurred on public roads 
and involved one or more 
moving vehicles, such as 
cars, vans, buses and mo- 
torcycles. 

While the researchers 
did not explore the effects 
of dosage on the risk and 


popular severity of 
illegal collisions, 
substance as 2 the fatally- 
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join sleep . g drivers 
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A research team from 
Dalhousie University re- 
cently pioneered a meta- 
analysis of drivers who 
were killed or seriously 
injured in a motor vehicle 
accident. 

After reviewing a total 
of nine studies and 49,411 
drivers, they determined 
that cannabis consumption 
nearly doubled the risk of a 
motor vehicle collision. | 

Unlike previous stud- 
ies, the analysis avoided 
mixed results by examin- 
ing drivers who took can- 
nabis prior to driving but 
were not under the influ- 

ence of alcohol and other 
substances. 
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their blood. This indicated 
that the drivers either con- 
sumed marijuana shortly 
before driving, or smoked 
a large quantity of it. Of the 
three studies that measured 
for THC levels in blood, all 
of them revealed a positive 
correlation between the risk 
of a car crash and elevated 
blood THC concentrations. 
However, the research- 
ers maintain that more 
evidence is needed to con- 
firm what levels of THC 


are needed to cause driv- 


ing impairment, as well as 
whether cannabis contrib- 
utes to minor collisions. ~ 

Marijuana use has been 
increasing in recent years, 


and a greater number of 
drivers are driving un- 
der its influence. In 2004, 
a Canadian study found 
that four percent of adults 
reported driving within 
an hour of using pot. A 
roadside survey in 2007 
indicated that 15 percent of 
Scotland drivers aged 17- 
39 admitted to consuming 
cannabis within 12 hours 
of driving. 

According to professor 
Wayne Hall from the Uni- 


versity of Queensland Cen- 
tre for Clinical Research, 
although the level of im- 
pairment from smoking pot 
is not as severe as alcohol 
intoxication, a public health 
response is warranted. 
However, Hall _ also 
claims that it is unclear 
whether roadside drug 
testing is effective. Most 
states and territories in 
Australia implement a 
drug-testing policy, but, 
as of now, no one has at- 


tempted to assess its effec- 
tiveness toward detecting 
drivers under the influence 
of cannabis. 

The problem arises from 
the fact that roadside drug 
testing relies on the success 
of random breath testing. 
While it is easy to measure 
blood alcohol levels using 
a breath test, it is difficult 
to gauge impairment using 
concentrations of THC in 
saliva. 


As a result, govern- 


COURTESY OF WWWMMJPAY.COM 
Marijuana usage while driving is shown to have increased in recent years, leading'to cognitive impairment. 


ments have often ignored 
the problem of defining 
boundaries for driving 
impairment by adopting a 
zero-tolerance policy. 

In addition, roadside 
testing has not been as 
widely implemented or as 
well-publicized as random 
breath testing. To supple- 
ment their findings, Hall 
believes that the research- 
ers need to know the extent 
to which cannabis users 
are deterred from driving 
when they use cannabis. 

This, in turn, can help 
determine whether the 
roadside tests will success- 
fully deter people from 
driving while drugged. 

Finally, the researchers 


. found that drivers under 


the age of 35 have the great- 
est risk of getting involved 
in a vehicle collision after 
smoking marijuana. 

This reinforces Hall's be- 
lief that cannabis-detection 
protocols should be orient- 
ed toward younger drivers, 
since cannabis use is the 
highest in that population. 

The researchers hope 
that these findings will 
encourage countries to in- 
troduce better drug-testing 
protocols to better ensure 
safety on the roads. 

These findings support 
previous evidence that can- 
nabis impairs motor skills 
needed for safe driving, 
suggesting that the general 
driving population will 
have lower incidences of se- 
vere collisions in compari- 
son to those driving under 
the influence of cannabis. 
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Jeremy Lin of the Knicks has surprised many by his stellar play. 


Anteks’ Lin captivates 
the basketball world 


By JARED FRYDMAN 
Stall Writer 


Linsanity. Over the past 

11 days a superstar has 

exploded onto the sports 

scene. Harvard educated, 

Asian-American, - humble 

yet flashy, Jeremy Lin is a 

true Cinderella, or “Lin- 

derella”, story. In a year 
where the NBA season was 
shortened due to a lock- 
out, we are constantly re- 
minded that professional 
sports is a money driven 
business, but it only takes 
one player to show that 
pure love of the game can 
lift and inspire the largest 
market in sports. 

In this circumstance, 

the one is followed by a 

seven, aS an orange num- 

ber 17 sewn into the front 
of a bright blue New York 

Knicks jersey hangs on the 

chest of the six-foot-three, 

200-pound Jeremy Lin. 

ISrifling ‘and backpedal- 

ing on defense after mak" 
ing a shot with his tongue 
half out of his mouth, Lin 
is soaking it all in. He is 
the center of attention, the 
beneficiary of playing un- 
der the lights of New York 
and excelling at a time 
when the Super Bowl has 
just concluded and NCAA 
March Madness has not 
yet begun, a small win- 
dow of time where a spark 
such as the one provided 
by the 23-year old can cap- 
tivate the sports and me- 
dia universe. 

In the past six games, Lin 
has gone from the last player 
on the Knicks bench to start- 
ing point guard, compiling 
more points than any player 
in NBA history in his first 
five starts. At one point a no- 
name player with a Harvard 
degree in the NBA Develop- 
mental League, also known 
as the D-League, Lin is now 
a household name not just 
in New York but also across 
the country. 

Lin’s story is one of 
perseverance, an uncanny 
combination of hard work, 

* passion and a love for the 
sport that have enabled Lin 
to succeed at such a high 
level, proving that dreams 
can become a reality. A 
pass-first point guard who 
can score and push the ball 
while making educated de- 
cisions in the open court is 
exactly what is needed for 
Knicks’ head coach Mike 
D’Antoni’s offensive sys- 
tem to work effectively. Lin 
brings the necessary quali- 
ties to the table. 

He has scored at least 20 
points in each of the last six 
games, adding at least sev- 
en assists in each game as 
well. Lin’s exceptional play 
is a blend of unbelievable 
basketball IQ and unpar- 
alleled effort and energy, 
a unique combination that 
has allowed a player who 
is just athletic enough to 
compete at the profession- 
al level to become a prolific 
point guard and the center 
of stardom in just over a 
week’s time. 

We have all heard the 
underdog story over and 
over again, yet Lin’s is still 
compelling. Undrafted out 
of college, Lin signed with 


the Golden State Warriors, 
who took a chance in sign- 
ing him but never really 
gave hima shot on the bas- 
ketball court. 

Lin averaged 10 min- 
utes a game with the War- 
riors last year, but he was 
cut and passed over by all 
teams except the Houston 
Rockets, who demoted Lin 
to the D-League before cut- 
ting him as well. Finally, 


when the Knicks’ rookie | 


point guard Iman Shump- 
ert hurt his knee in the 
first week of the season, 
they needed to adda point 
guard to the roster and 
turned to Lin. 

Moving to New York 
and sharing time living 
on the pull-out couch of 
his brother’s apartment 
— Lin’s brother is a den- 
tal student at New York 
University — and spend- 
ing nights on the couch of 


— teammate Landry Fields, 


Lin maintained focus and 


knew he would be ready | 
| in 2007, Boland began his 


if an opportunity came his 
way. 

After weeks of gar- 
bage minutes at the end of 
games, Lin’s time to shine 
finally came against the 
New Jersey Nets, on the 
night of Feb. 4, 2012. Going 
off for 25 points, seven as- 
sists.and five rebounds, Lin 
led the Knicks to a victory 
in a must-win game, ignit- 
ing a streak that would 
soon be coined as “Linsan- 
ity”, without even knowing 
it. Over the ensuing five 
games, Lin has put up un- 
equivocal scoring numbers 
and led the Knicks to six 
straight victories. 

With the media drool- 
ing over Lin’s battle 
against adversity, the 
starting point guard of the 
New York Knickerbockers 
combines an ‘I can’t be- 
lieve this is happening to 
me, happy-go-lucky atti- 
tude with a specific swag- 
ger and demeanor on the 
court, making way for a 
superstar to be embraced 
by the sports universe. 

Tallying scoring num- 
bers that have been com- 
pared to all-time greats in 
their first five starts, we 
will have to wait and see 
if Lin will be able to keep 
up the level of play he has 
been competing at. There 
are many questions that 
have yet to be answered, 
such as if a player from a 
school that has produced 
twice as many United 
States presidents as NBA 
players, can emerge as a 
perennial star. 

For now, Lin is enjoy- 
ing the hype and looking 
forward to each game, 
not taking anything for 
granted. He has handled 


all the pressure thrown’ 


his way so far and doesn’t 
seem to be rattled easily 
by media attention. He 
has captivated America 
by showing that dreams 
can become a reality. 

Lin’s play on the court 
has been so exceptional 
it is difficult to compare 


him to anybody right now, ~ 


but more than anything, 
watching Lin constantly 
reminds us that nothing is 


Linpossible. 
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| in 2007 and 2008. Despite 
the loss, 2011 had a differ- 
| ent feel than years prior, 
and many consider the 
Blue Jays to once again be a 

top team this spring. 
Entering the preseason, 
the Nike/IL Media poll 


| ranked Hopkins at num- 


ber three behind defend- 


ing champion Virginia 
and Final Four participant 
|| Duke, while the USILA 
|| (United States Intercolle- 


giate Lacrosse Association) 
Coaches poll had Hopkins 
at number two. 

Perhaps what most sep- 
arates this version of the 
Hopkins team from years 
past comes not in the form 


| of new players or tactics, 


but rather in the way of ex- 


| perience. While 2011 saw a 
total of eight freshmen and 


sophomore starters in the 
team’s final game, this 2012 
version boasts a much more 


| seasoned collection of guys. 


And when you are coached 
by a man who recently 
joined the U.S. Men’s La- 
crosse National Team staff, 
having time in his system is 


| a major advantage in being 


able to understand and ex- 
ecute what the coach wants 
his team to do. 

When asked about the 
growth of his team, Pietra- 
mala stressed that this sea- 
son, “There are no excuses. 
People can’t say ‘Oh hey 
they're young’ or ‘Oh they 
have a youthful group’ any- 


| more. But I think the nice 


thing is we can say we have 
experience.” 
That experience comes 


| in the form of.a tumultuous 
| ride from 7-8 in 2010 to 13-3 


in 2011. Those freshmen and 
sophomores that endured 
the lows of a losing season 
also learned how to work to 
build a winning one. 

If anyone knows what 
Hopkins has been through 
in the past several years it is 
senior attackman and team 
captain Chris Boland. Back 


college career as a highly 
touted freshman recruit out 
of Boys’ Latin High School 
in nearby Maryland. De- 
spite playing in only four 
games that season, the five- 
foot-1l, 185-pounder en- 
joyed the successes of a na- 
tional championship team. 

However, Boland was 
also with the team as it 
struggled to even qualify 
for the tournament in 2010. 
But that was then, and this 
is now. In talking about the 
changes from that young 
2010 group to this year’s 
team, Boland said, “I think 
the biggest difference is ex- 
perience. In 2010 the fresh- 
men that we had playing are 
now juniors, and that’s a big 
part of our team, the junior 
class. So having the experi- 
ence and the confidence cer- 
tainly helps, and we kind of 
rally around them.” 

Being able to rely on a 
veteran team has a lot of 
people comparing this year’s 
team to 2007, a group led by 
a strong defense but also a 
very dangerous midfield. 
When asked to discuss the 
‘07 squad ‘and perhaps find 
any comparisons to this 
year’s team, Boland empha- 
sized, “We haven't really 


done anything this year to 
prove ourselves yet. The big- 
gest thing with that ‘07 team 
was that they knew how to 
practice the right way and 
they bought in and listened 
to what Coach Petro said. . 
And we're working towards 
that this year as well.” 

Despite the hesitation 
to make any bold compari- 
sons, Boland’s confidence in 
this team’s ability to practice 
and prepare at a high level 
and the growth this team 
has gone through make a lot 
of people believe that 2012 
could be a great year. 

Junior goalkeeper Pierce 
Bassett truly exemplifies 
that growth as a_ player. 
During his freshman season 
in 2010, few expected the 
youngster from Scottsdale, 
AZ to get much playing time 
behind senior incumbent 
and former national cham- 
pion, Michael Gvozden. De- 
spite the stiff competition, 
Bassett stepped up in the 
second half of his freshman 
year by posting an impres- 
sive .536 save percentage 
with 81 stops through eight 
games after supplanting the 
struggling senior in net. 


From there, 2011 be- 
longed to Bassett as a key 
component in that 13-3 


team, backstopping the 
seventh best defense in the 
nation with an impressive 
7.07 goals-against-average. 
“T learned a lot last year 
about week-to-week, the 
preparation that goes into 
a game and I’m hoping to 
improve upon that this 
year,” Basset said. 

In front of Bassett, the 
defensive trio of junior 


Tucker Durkin, classmate 
Chris Lightner and sopho- 
more Jack Reilly will be key 
pieces towards a successful 
spring. Last season, they 
formed one of the young- 
est, yet most talented units 
in the nation en-route to a 
top 10 defense. 

On the offensive side of 
the ball, junior midfield- 
ers John Greeley and John 
Ranagan were two of the 
most explosive talents in 
Division I lacrosse. Many 
teams had trouble con- 
taining both players when 
dodging from up top, often 
resorting to double or even 
triple teaming one or the 
other. 

Although many key po- 
sitions will already be filled 
by returning players, the 
Blue Jays also have several 
fresh faces who could con- 
tribute right away. Among 
a group of talented fresh- 
‘men are four Under Ar- 


mour All-Americans to add 
to an already strong roster. 
Of note, Pietramala pointed 
out freshman attackman 
Wells Stanwick as a young 
player who had the poten- 
tial to step in and play right 
away. Wells, whose older 
brother Steele recently won 
the 2011 NCAA Champion- 
ship and Tewaaraton Award 
with Virginia — college la- 
crosse’s version of the Heis- 
mann Trophy, certainly has 
the pedigree to fit right in at 
the attack position. 

Along, with the younger 
Stanwick, Pietramala also 
pegged freshman defense- 
men Robbie Enright as an- 
other youngster who could 
see significant minutes. 

On the other end of the 
spectrum, Coach Pietra- 
mala identified senior de- 
fenseman Gavin Crisafulli 
as a potential late bloomer. 
Last season, the senior was 
a regular member of the 
team’s man-down unit but 
did not see much regular 
playing time. However, Pi- 
etramala described the se- 
nior as a hard worker who 
has “been biding his time. 
He’s a guy that may play 
quite a bit this year.” 

While the team certainly 
has its strengths, like every 
squad it also has areas that 
could see improvement. 
Despite the gains in experi- 
ence going from one year to 
the next, teams also have to 
cope with graduation. For 
Hopkins, perhaps the big- 
gest loss from last season 
was senior face-off man 
Matt Dolente. Although he 
stood at just five-foot-seven, 
the Malvern Prep grad dis- 
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we do get into those games, 


hopefully 
emerge. It’s certainly an area 
we have a lot to work on and 


a lot to improve there.” 


someone will 


If Pietramala and his 


coaching staff do manage 
to find and groom a player 
for the face-off ‘X’, it will 
be yet another important 
step in the right direction. 
For all the talks about how 
the team looks on paper, 
the games still need to be 
played before anything is 
decided. And 
season under Pietramala, 
Hopkins will head into 2012 
with one of the most diffi- 
cult schedules in the nation. 
The spring begins this Fri- 
day, Feb. 17th at 5 PM ver- 
sus in-state rival Towson on 


like every 


Homewood Field. 
Another story-line can be 


added to the fold this year 


after the Tigers hired former 
Hopkins standout defen- 
seman Shawn Nadelen as 
their head coach. 

Other key matchups on 
the schedule include #11 
Princeton, #7 Syracuse, #1 
Virginia, #6 North Caro- 
lina and #8 Maryland. The 
team’s tilt with Syracuse 
will almost certainly be 
a nail-biter. Last season, 
Syracuse squeaked away 
with a 5-4 double OT win 
in the Carrier Dome, albeit 
not without its fair share of 
controversy. With less than 
five seconds remaining in 
the first OT period, Hop- 
kins grad Kyle Wharton put 
home what looked like the 
game-winner, only to have 
the goal wiped off by a very 
contestable —__in-the-crease 
call. 

From there, Syra- 
cuse senior Stephen 


in” 3 ‘ Keogh went on to 


score the actual game- 
winner in the second 
4 OT frame, leaving 
i Hopkins with noth- 
ing but one big what-if. 
This time around, the. 
Jays will be looking to 
settle the score against 
the Orange and prove 
last year’s loss was a 
fluke. 

As the team 
navigates their way 
through a total of five 
top 15 opponents, 


FILEPHOTO Hopkins will certain- 
The new season of lax will hopefully bring more seasoned team to the field. ly meet challenges 


played a gritty attitude that 
defined the way Hopkins la- 
crosse is meant to be played. 

The senior was also a 
fixture at the face-off ‘xX’ 
winning 194 draws on the 
season. “[With a player of 
Dolente’s caliber], you don’t 
replace him, a guy who was 
a first team All-American 
and 60-something percent 
at the face-off ‘X’” Pietra- 
mala said. 

What Pietramala does 
hope to do, though, is find 
someone who can step up 
and prove themselves as the 
team’s go-to face-off guy. 
“We hope that someone is 
going to emerge, but if not, 
we'll probably have to do it 
by committee,” Pietramaa 
said, himself preparing for 
his 11th season at the helm 
of the Jays. “But until we get 
into games and get a chance 
to see these guys in a game 
situation, we won’t know 
what we have. But, when 


similar to last season’s 
difficult loss to Syracuse. 
However, it seems many 
members of the team are 
singing a similar tune when 
talking about this Blue Jays 
group and their highly an- 
ticipated 2012 season. 

A lot of people believe 
they have the ability to 
handle whatever obstacles 
are thrown their way. From 
the head coach to the team 
captain, an emphasis has 
been placed on the way 
experience has turned a 
very youthful team into a 
more seasoned unit, allow- 
ing them to practice and 
prepare the way champi- 
ons do. If the pieces fall 
the right way, perhaps this 
spring will be the year 
Hopkins raises its 10th title 
banner for the ultimate 
_ redemption, while also al- 
lowing Boland to finally 
walk away from a long and 
storied career, as a two- 
time national champion. 


BLUE JAY SPORTS SCOREBOARD 


Men's B-Ball 
- February 11, 2012 
Ursinus @ Hopkins 
~ W,65-60 


Women’s B-Ball 
February 11,2012 
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ete ease AT HEETESOR THE VWIEEK 


By RYAN KAHN 
Stall Writer 


On Saturday night, the 
Blue Jay men’s hoops team 
added more hardware to 
an already successful sea- 
son with a playoff-clinch- 
ing win over Ursinis, 65- 
60. However, it was senior 
forward Tim McCarty who 

*nearly stole the show on 
Senior Day. 

The Economics major 
from Warrington, PA is the 
type of player who would 
be the last one to take any 
sort of credit in the win — 
he would mention the en- 
tire lineup’s box scores be- 
fore mentioning his own. 
Still, one must give credit 
where credit is due. 

McCarty rose to the oc- 
casion of the big night, go- 
ing six-of-seven from the 
field, three-of-four from 
three-point ‘range and 
seven-of-10 from the line, 
totaling 25 points for a ca- 
reer high. 

Looking past his career 
night on Saturday, McCar- 
ty has excelled in his four 
years as a Blue Jay on the 
court, in the classroom and 
around campus. First, he 
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TIM MCCARTY 


has been an integral player 
since his freshman year for 
the basketball team. 

Second, with Academic 
all-American honors, Mc- 
Carty is the ideal student 
with an unparalleled work 
ethic. Lastly, coaches, 
teammates and friends 
alike will agree, McCarty 
is just an all-around great 
guy to be around. 

The News-Letter (N-L): 
Going into this weekend's 
game, what did you feel 
like the team needed to do 
to make the playoffs? 

Tim McCarty (TM): We 
knew this was a big game 
heading into it. We knew 
if we could beat Ursinus, 
we would punch our ticket 
to the playoffs. This was a 
large task at hand because 
Ursinus had beaten us the 
past six times we met. 

We believed we could 
beat them and got the job 
done on Saturday. We did 
not want to leave it to the 
last week of the season 
to see if we were playoff 
bound or not. 

N-L: What do you think 
the team needs to improve 
on to make a deep playoff 
push? 
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Stecklair, ‘Wrestling 


Robinson 
lead Jays 
on V-Day 


TRACK, From B12 
moving her to 


Conference rankings. 


Along with the wom- 
en’s team, the men’s team 
had an equally impressive 


meet in Boston. 


Freshman Max Robin- 
son, from Rye, New York, 
who ran the 5000-meter 
race, placed second in his | 


event and also shaved 


seven seconds off the 


Hopkins school record 

with a time of 14:52.66. 
Freshmen Austin 

Stecklair and Julian 


Saliani both had very 
impressive runs in the 
3000-meter event. 

With a time of 8:54.91, 


Stecklair broke the JHU’ 


freshman record and 
Saliani, who set a new 
personal best at the In- 
vitational, finished the 
3000-meter less than ten 
seconds later. 

Sophomore Wes Butler, 
a graduate of the Colle- 
giate school in Richmond, 
Virginia, also took over 
the third place spot for 
the fastest indoor mile 
run, in Hopkins history 
with a time of 4:24.93. 

The mile race was won 
by sophomore Rich Peters 
of Boston University. Pe- 
ters finished the mile with 
a time of 3:57.83. 

Expect to see both 
teams back in action 
when they head to New 
York City to participate in 
the NYU team challenge. 

The race will take place 
in a little over a week on 
Saturday, Feb. 25th. 


FILE PHOTO 
McCarty posted a career-high in points scored with 25 on Senior Day. 
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| By JEFF LYNCH 


| Staff Writer 

| 

| 

| After two. consecu- 


| tive wins against Centen- 
| nial Conference opponents 
| Washington & Lee and Get- 
| tysburg and a close loss to 
| nationally ranked Messiah, 


| the Hopkins men’s wres- 
fourth | 
place in the Centennial 


tling team was confident. 
This past Sunday, they 
were put to the test with 
a pair of matches against 
conference rivals Merchant 
Marine and Stevens Tech. 

The opening match with 
Merchant Marine was a 
back and forth affair, as the 
Mariners and Blue Jays ex- 
changed wins over the first 
five weight classes. How- 
ever, the Mariners took the 
next three bouts, after a pin 
in the 165 lb match and two 
decisions in the 174-pound 
and 184-pound matches, 
which stretched their lead 
to 21-12 with just two bouts 
remaining. 

The Blue Jays rose to 
the occasion, as junior 
Reid Mosquera won a 
decision at 197-pound 
against Merchant Ma- 
rine’s Tyler Russell. 

It all came down to the 
heavyweight bout (285 Ib) 
and freshman wrestler 
Evan Johnson. 

Hopkins needed a last- 
second pin in order to 
claim the victory, but Mer- 
chant Marine’s Dan Wilke 
proved elusive enough to 


I'M: Our goal is to get 
better everyday. We need 


your free time? 
TM: I love to play golf. 


to improve on our re- After my basketball ca- 
bound- reer ends, 
ing as a | antici- 
team. Our pate de- 
defense WAww: VE voting a 
has been lot of my 
superb so STATISTICS free time 
far, but to play- 
some- in olf. 
times we Name: Tim McCarty Golf F is 
forfeit 30 Year: Senior a great 
seconds he : rame to 
of excel- Major: Economics ave fun 
lent de- Position: Forward with your 
fense by Hometown: Warrington, ]} friends 
surren- and you 
dering an PA can _ play 
offensive High School: Gemantown |} it your 
rebound. Academy whole 
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effort to delphia 
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of the court, we can make 
ourselves a tough out 
come playoff time. 

N-L: How have you been 
able to balance basketball 
with academics and really 
excel in both? 

TM: Hard work. No 
matter what I am doing, 
I try to give 100 percent. 
That way, when I look my- 
self in the mirror at night, I 
knew I gave it my best shot. 

Also, time management 
is a huge component for a 
student-athlete to be suc- 
cessful at Hopkins because 
we are always so busy and 
constantly having to mul- 
titask. I like being busy 
and would much rather 
have my schedule now 
compared to a scenario in 
which I would have too 
much time on my hands. 

N-L: What are your 
plans for after you gradu- 
ate? 

TM: After I graduate, I 
have a full time job as an 
investment banking ana- 


-lyst--with—. Stifel_Nicolaus. 


Weisel out of their Baltix 
more office. 
N-L: What do you do in 


Sixers. It’s too bad they 
are not producing a lot of 
championships. 

N-L: How far do you 
think the Philadelphia 
76ers will go this season? 
And what do you make of 
the New York Knicks’ Jer- 
emy Lin, also known as 
“Lin-sanity”? 

TM: The Sixers are a 
huge surprise. For the tal- 
ent they have, lam shocked 
at their record. With the 
team playing the way it is 
now, the sky is the limit for 
this team. Realistically, I 
think they can get to the 
Eastern Conference finals 
but can't beat the Heat in a 
seven game series. 

And Jeremy Lin is an 
incredible story. He is an 
inspiration to everyone to 
always believe in yourself 
when no one else does. A 
week ago people thought 
he was a team manager, 
and now he has blossomed 
into a star. He is also some- 
one who is easy to root for 
because he comes.off as-a 
good person who worked 
incredibly hard to get to 
where he is today. 


drops two at home 


merely lose 4-2 by decision 

and secure a narrow win 

for his team at 21-18. 

The match with Stevens 
Tech began just as the Blue 
Jays would have liked, as 
they jumped out to a 9-3 
team lead, after Matt Fu- 
saro won his second bout 
of the afternoon. However, 
Stevens Tech retaliated 
with three straight wins, 
including a dominant 
21-9 win by Stevens Tech’s 
eighth ranked 165-pound 
wrestler Joey Favia over 
Blue Jay freshman Chris- 
tian Salera. 

Once again, Mosquera 
stepped up with a crucial 
5-2 decision over Alex More- 
no and brought the score to 
within a point at 13-12. 

_ As frequently occurs in 
such close matches, the end 
result would be decided in 
a winner-take-all heavy- 
weight bout. The bout 
was decided in the final 
seconds, as Stevens Tech 
285-pound wrestler Tyler 
Maher scored two points on 
a headlock takedown with 
only two seconds remain- 
ing, sneaking out a narrow 
5-4 win and securing vic- 
tory for the Ducks. 

Despite these two losses, 
there were several bright 
spots for the Blue Jays this 
past Sunday afternoon. 

Freshman Paul Bewak 
went 2-0 on the day, in- 
cluding winning his first 

bout at 133 pounds against 


E PHOTO 


Junior Reid Mosquera won two matches in the Blue Jays’ two losses. 


Stevens Tech. Fusaro and 
Mosquera also went 2-0 
on the day, winning in the 
157 and 197-pound weight 
classes, respectively. 

Junior 141-pounder and 
fan favorite Paul Marcello 
continued his dominant 
formas of late, increasing his 
record on the season to 18-3, 
one loss from an NCAA Di- 
vision I opponent from the 
University of Maryland. 

He, along with team- 
mates Bewak, Fusaro and 
Mosquera, have been Hop- 
kins’ steadiest competitors, 
combining for a 67-19 re- 
cord. The Blue Jays hope to 
benefit in the long run. 

The young team has 
seen 13 different wrestlers 
compete throughout the 
course of this season. While 
this is no doubt a reloading 
and learning year for the 
young Jays, they certainly 
hope to become better as 
they gain experience over 
the next few years. 

The Blue Jays will finish 
out the regular season trav- 
eling north to a University 
of Scranton tournament in 
Scranton, PA, to take: on 
NYU, Muhlenberg and host 
University of Scranton this 
Sunday afternoon. 

A week later, they will 
compete in the Centennial 
Conference Championships 
that will take place at Get- 
tysburg, PA. 

Several members of the 
team have hopes of winning 
and moving onward _to- 
wards the NCAA Wrestling 
Championships. 

Don’t take your eyes 
of this Blue Jay wrestling 
team as Head Coach Keith 
Norris works his magic on 
a talented group of young 
athletes towards the end 
of this season and beyond. 
Keep yourself informed 
and continue to follow The 
News-Letter’s coverage of 
our wrestlin’ Jays! 
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Senior guard Kat Fox has been instrumental in each of the Jays’ 21 wins. 


V. Basketball to host 
Centennial playolis 


By NICOLE PASSMORE 
Staff Writer 


Junior Alex Vassila led 
the Blue Jays in scoring 
with 16 points and boasted 
a career-high 16 rebounds, 
making this her eighth 
double-double of the sea- 
son. In addition, Vassila 
also had five blocks. 

Mattiola and Fong had 
11 and 8 points, respec- 
tively, to round out the 
Lady Blue Jays’ leading 
scorers. 

Hopkins shot 45.3 per- 
cent from the field and out- 
rebounded the Lady Bears, 
47-28. 


With resounding victo- 
ries this week over Ursinus 
and Franklin & Marshall, 
the Lady Blue Jays bas- 
ketball team clinched the 
top spot in the Centennial 
Conference for the regular 
season. 

Hopkins defeated the 
Ursinus Bears 67-46 on Sat- 
urday and stormed past 
Franklin and Marshall 68- 
40 on Tuesday. 

As the conference's regu- 


lar season champion, Hop-. - 


kins(21-3,.16-3. GC)-will host. 
the Centennial Conference 
post-season tournament as 
the number one seed. 

“Im so excited they’re 
hosting,” said Athletic 
Communications Intern 
Mary Raskob, the team’s 
statitician. “They worked 
really hard this season and 
played well. They deserved 
ie 

The Lady Blue Jays 
honored their seniors be- 
fore the Ursinus game. 
Prior to tip-off, a small 
ceremony was held for 
Chantel Mattiola, Kath- 
ryn Fox and Stephanie 
Fong in honor of their 
commitment and dedica- 
tion to the Blue Jays’ bas- 
ketball community. 


“It was a great win on 
senior night,” said. Fox. “It 
meant a lot.” 

Hopkins had equally as 
impressive numbers ver- 
sus Franklin and Marshall. 

The match-up was 
highly anticipated. It was a 
battle for first place in the 
conference as well as the 
right to host the post-sea- 
son tournament. 

But Hopkins shut 
down the second place 
team in the conference 
with force. 

The Lady Blue Jays shot 
45.6 percent from the field 
and _ out-rebounded the 
Lady Diplomats 48-37. 

In addition, Hopkins’ 
bench contributed 27 
points in the win. It took 
just over two minutes for 


The Lady either team 
Bears (13- to score, but 
10, 12-6 CC) ° once Fox hit 
held tight for It was a hd a free throw 
the first half on senior night. It for the first 
and were basket of 
even able Meant a lot. the night 
to gain the +. K ATHRYN Fox the Lady 
lead twice in ” Blue Jays 
the first five SENIOR GUARD went on a 
minutes of 12-4 run to 
the game. start off the 

However, game. 


a jumper by junior Kara- 
Lea Follmer with 13:42 
left in the first half pulled 
Hopkins ahead 11-9, and 
the Lady Blue Jays never 
looked back. When sopho- 
more Katie Brooks hit a 
jumper to close out the first 
half of the game, Hopkins 
had a solid 31-26 lead. 

However, Ursinus came 
out fighting in the second 
half and jumped out with a 
4-1 run to bring the teams 
close at 32-30, 

Hopkins responded 
with a dominating run of 
their own, pulling ahead 
41-31 on the next drives 
and widening their lead to 
10 points. The Lady Bears 
and Lady Blue Jays battled 
back and forth for some 
time, but in the final 2:54 
Hopkins went on an 11-0 
spree to bring the final 
score to 67-46, 

Sophomore Fatu Con- 
teh closed out all scoring 
for the evening when she 
swiped the ball from an 
_Ursinus player and scored a 
layup off the resulting fast- 


break. 


At halftime, Hopkins 
was leading at 33-17, and, 
with 6:29 remaining, Hop- 
kins had gained a menac- 
ing 60-33 lead. The Lady 
Blue Jays went 4-for-4 
from the field to close out 
the night. 

The Hopkins defense 
dominated the game, hold- 
ing Franklin & Marshall to 
a season-low 40 points and 
20 percent shooting from 
the field. Franklin and 
Marshall also went 0-for-8 
on three pointers. . 

It was the first time the 
Lady Diplomats had not 
made a three-pointer in 
a game all season. Mat- 
tiola lead all scoring with 
16 points and Vassila and 
Fong scored 12 and 10, re- 
spectively. 

“We played great to- 
night,” said Vassila, “we 
were all, proud and really 
excited.” — 


The Lady Blue Jays host - 
the Bryn Mawr Owls to 


close out their regular sea- 
son. The game will be at 
home at Goldfarb gymna- 
sium, with tip-off at 7p.m. 


Tue Jouns Hopkins News-Lerrer 


Bron) 


Dip You 


KNow? 


ary 16, 2012 


FEBRt 


CALENDAR 
THURSDAY 


W. Basketball vs. Bryn Mawr, 7 PM 


Men's lacrosse Head coach 
Dave Pietramala was recently 
named to the U.S. National 
team’s coaching staff. The team 
will compete in the World 
Championships in July of 2014. 


FRIDAY 


M. Lacrosse vs. Towson, 5 PM 


TUESDAY 


M. Lacrosse vs. Delaware, 5 PM 


ANGIE PINILLA/PHOTOGRAPHY EDITOR 


W. Basketball clinches regular season title 


Tuesday faa trump of Franklin and Marshall, 68-40, was an exclamation point on the Lady Jays’ 


basketball season, as oe now stands at 21-3 and will host the Centennial Conference playoffs. 


ease see Page B11 for full women’s hoops coverage. 


Records 
fall at 


Valentine 


Invite 


By ASHLEY MILLETTE 
Staff Writer 


Last Friday, Feb. 10th, 
the men’s and women’s 
track and field teams 
headed to Boston, Mas- 
sachusetts to compete in 
the Valentine Invitational 
at Boston University. This 
indoor event, which annu- 
ally hosts a large number 
of competitive athletes, 


including many Division | 


I teams, provided the per- 
fect opportunity for the 
Blue Jays to strut their stuff. 

Although neither the 
men nor the women re- 
corded a team score, sev- 
eral individuals set new 
personal bests and broke 
JHU records. 

Senior and captain Ali- 
son Smith had a very suc- 
cessful meet, securing the 
best performances so far 
this year in the Centen- 
nial Conference in both 
the 200-meter dash and 
400-meter dash with times 
of 26.25 and 59.00, respec- 
tively. Her times also put 
her in second place just 
behind Paula Osborn, who 
holds the Blue Jay school 
records. 

Freshman Hannah Eck- 
stein, who had been spot- 
lighted as The News-Letter’s 
Athlete of the Week ear- 
lier this year, also made an 
excellent achievement at 
the Valentine Invitational. 
With a time of 16:59.88 in 
the 5000-meter race, Eck- 
stein achieved the best 
time in the Centennial and 

now ranks second nation- 
ally in Division III track 
and field. 


| Drew University, Hunter 


College, Haverford Col- 
lege, Yeshiva University, 
City College of New York 
and Stevens Institute of 
Technology. The Lady 
Jays have dominated this 
event for the past three 
years and have moved 
into second place on the 
all-time EWFC Champi- 
onship list, following the 
six-time champions, Drew 
University. 

Hopkins won this year’s 
prestigious event with a 
dominant 6-0 record. The 
black and blue posted deci- 
sive victories against each 
opponent, taking down 
CCNY, 25-2; Haverford, 
18-9; Yeshiva, 24-3; Hunter, 
23-4; Stevens Tech, 14-13; 
and Drew, 25-2. Stevens 
Tech was the runner-up 
for the event, but the Blue 
Jays were too much for the 
Ducks to handle. 

The event’s host, Drew, 


Following the rout 
over the Rangers, Hop- 
kins squared off against 
CCNY and won in domi- 
nant fashion to put the 
Blue Jays ahead with a 2-0 
record. The Jays then took 
their early success and 
faced Haverford in the 
third round. 

The outcome was no 
different than the first two 
rounds for the Blue Jays. 
Sophomore Kathleen Rand 
and Kalina combined to 
gain a 6-0 advantage in 
the Sabre. Senior Lauren 
Chinn won all three of 
her bouts in the Epee to 
seal the victory against the 
Fords. 

Hopkins then faced 
their toughest opponent 
of the day, Stevens Tech. 
Stevens gave Hopkins 
all they could handle but 
ultimately did not take 
charge and handed the 
Blue Jays their first loss of 
the day despite taking the 
Epee, 7-2. The Blue Jays 
rounded off the day with 
dominant victories over 


| By JEFF SCHILL two bouts in the Sabre. In Hunter and Yeshiva. 
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With the wins, Chinn and 
Trumball reached career 
milestones. Chinn reached 
her 250th victory while 
Trumball reached her 
200th. 

There were milestones 
reached by younger mem- 
bers of the team to ac- 


_ company these accom- 
plishments. | Sophomore 
Katherine Simeon and 


Kumar each reached their 
150th career victory. These 
individual — accomplish- 
ments made up a collective 
team effort that resulted in 
the Blue Jays’ third straight 
Eastern Women’s Fencing 
Conference | Champion- 
ship. 

The Blue Jays will face 
these same teams next 
weekend, but, this time, it 
will be solely individual 
competition for the Eastern 
Women's Fencing Confer- 
ence Championship. If the 
Blue Jays perform in the 
same manner as this past 
weekend, expect to see 
many more accolades com- 
ing their way. 


Lara Shegoski, an- | was the first match of the 
other freshman, ran the | day for Hopkins. Fresh- 
5000-meter in 18:16.68, men Rachel Kalina and 

See TRACK, Pace B11 Sarah Hewes each won 
9, ° 
Men’s Lacrosse: 
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‘in 2011. 


Here Come the Jays! 


Hopkins will kick off 
their season this Friday 
against Towson at 5 PM 
on Homewood Field. The 
Jays looked primed for a 
big year after a 13-3 finish 
Page B10 


Athlete of the Week: 
Tim McCarty 


Senior forward Tim Mc- 
Carty knows how to make 
an exit. On Senior Day, Mc- 
Carty dropped a career- 
high 25 points to lead the 
Jays over Ursinus and clinch 
a playoff berth. Page B11 


Joremy Lin: 
Doing the Linpossible 


The New York Knicks’ 
Jeremy Lin has grabbed 
the attention of sports 
fans everywhere, as the 
Harvard grad launched 
his NBA career in historic 
fashion. _— Page B10 
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Womens fencing wins EWFC title 


Blue Jay basketball 
headed to playotis 


By KEVIN JOYCE 
Staff Writer 


Senior forward Tim Mc- 
Carty led Hopkins to a 65- 
60 win over the Ursinus- 
Bears with an outstanding 
shooting performance this 
weekend. He went six-of- 
seven from the floor, in- 
cluding three of four from 
outside the arc, to net a 
career high of 25 points. 
As a result, McCarty was 
named The News-Letter’s 
Athlete of the Week. 

The Blue Jays then 
played the 14th-ranked 
Diplomats of Franklin and 
Marshall Wednesday night 
in Goldfarb Gym, falling to 
the conference rivals, 71- 
63. The split improved the 
Jays to 14-10, and clinched 
the Jays a Centennial Con- 
ference playoff bid for the 
first time since the 2007- 
2008 season. 

Hopkins started the 
game strong, gaining an 
early 12-0 lead in just four 
minutes — the result of 
strong shooting from both 
McCarty and sophomore 
guard Daniel Corbett. The 


| two teams stayed equal for 


the next four minutes, and 
Hopkins was able to main- 
tain a 21-9 lead with just 
over 12 minutes remaining 
in the half. 

A shot from sophomore 
center Aleksander Nikolic 
gave Hopkins its largest 
lead of the game, leaving 
them with a 14-point mar- 
gin Over Ursinus with just 
11:52 left. 
Over 


the next eight 


| minutes the Bears, led by 


Ursinus junior Matt Do- 
nahue, scored 16 points to 
Hopkins’ four, reducing 
the Hopkins lead to just 
two points. With just four 


| minutes remaining in the 


game, Corbett and McCar- 
ty once again extended the 
Hopkins advantage, this 
time by six points. Hop- 
kins led 33-27 at halftime. 
Corbett boasted 18 points, 
nine boards and four as- 
sists. 

The Jays increased their 
score in the second half, 
gaining a 10-point advan- 
tage with just 13:37 left in 
the game. McCarty had 
completed two consecutive 
three-point plays: one from 
the free throw line and 
the other from a distance. 
Freshman guard Jimmy 
Hammer followed with a 
three of his own. 

Hopkins —_ maintained 
their lead comfortably un- 
til the eight-minute mark, 
when Ursinus junior Jon 
Ward jump-started a sec- 
ond run for the Bears, who 
scored 15 points to Hop- 
kins’ five. 

The game was close in 
the final minutes — Hop- 
kins led by only one point 
with just over a minute 
and a half remaining in the 
contest. With the game on 
the line, McCarty respond- 


ed by hitting his third and 
final three-pointer to ex- 
tend the lead to four. 

The two teams traded 
free throws several times, 
but Hopkins maintained 
an eight-point edge with 
just 19 seconds remaining. 
A final three-pointer at the 
buzzer by Donahue cut 
the lead to five to end the 
game. 

This was the Jays’ first 
win over the Bears since 
2009. McCarty, in addition 
to his six-of-seven shooting 
performance went 10-12 
from the free throw line. 
He had eight rebounds 
and two assists, for good 
measure. The Jays held the 
Bears to just 39.6 percent 
shooting from the field, 
and just 35.5 percent when 
shooting triples. 

On Wednesday night, 
the Jays looked to continue 
their winning ways against 
Franklin and Marshall, but 
the nationally ranked Dip- 
lomats proved to be too 
powerful. The loss ended 
Hopkins’ four-game win 
streak. 

The Blue Jays were led 
by McCarty once again, 
who posted 11 points and 
seven rebounds. Other 
notable performances in- 
cluded Nikolic and fresh- 
man forward George 
Bugarinovic, who led the 
Jays with 13 points and 11 
rebounds, respectively. 

Franklin and Marshall 
controlled most of. the 
game, never trailing in the 
first half. Hopkins entered 
the locker room at half time 
down 41-33 in large part 
because of eight turnovers, 
compared to just two from 
the Diplomats. 

The second half was a 
different game, however, ° 
as the Jays dominated in 
second-chancé opportu- 
nities, 14-3. With 11:47 re- 
maining in the game, Hop- 
kins took their first lead of 
the game, 48-47, on a jump 
shot from sophomore for- 
ward Connor Mclntyre. 
The six-foot-six big man 
finished the contest with 
five points. 

The game remained a 
two possession affair until 
two minutes to play when 
Franklin and Marshall 
marched ahead to improve 
their overall record to 22-2. 

Despite the loss, Hop- 
kins should take pride in 
the fact that they stayed 
with the Diplomats, a 
confidence builder head- 
ing into tournament time. 
The game could serve as a 
prequel to the ‘Centennial 
Conference championship 
next weekend, 

Hopkins wraps up its 
regular season at Washing- 
ton College this weekend. 
The Blue Jays are fighting 
for the second-seed in the 
conference tournament, 
trailing second-place Dick- 
inson by just ong game 
with-one to play. 
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Senior forward Tim McCarty had a Senior Day to remember with 25 pts. 


